
Tuesday 28th April 2020 

Gree4ngs dearly beloved Church family and friends, lets us be filled with the peace and 
grace of our Father in Heaven and Lord Jesus Christ today. 

Today I have been quite quiet and contempla4ve thinking about coming into, being in and 
remaining in the presence of The Living God, who loves you and me. We can only come, 
weak and just as we are, before Him, in faith and hope, holding fast to his promises, made to 
Israel. What a privilege we have to be able to come into the very presence of Almighty God, 
the Creator of everything ever made, ever lived and living, that has been and is to come. It’s 
mind-blowing! It is a rela4onship so unbelievably wonderful -that God has chosen to be 
friends with us, even more that that – for us to be his children. We are children of the living 
God! 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts 
of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call to Me and go 
and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you 
search for Me with all your heart.” 

“So do not fear, for I am with you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you and help you, I will uphold you with my righteousness right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 

Our Heavenly Father has a plan for each one of us, to give us a future and a hope. What 
good news is this! He promises that if we pray to Him, He will listen, that if we seek Him, 
diligently look for him, searching for Him, and with all our hearts- we will find Him. Acts 
27:17 tells us “He is not far from each one of us.” 

Many of us have found that our plans have changed. Some of us will be working at home, 
some furloughed, others may have lost jobs, our circumstances, our finances, our family’s 
set up may have changed, things we were looking forward to will have changed, been 
cancelled. Rou4nes and daily structures have been disrupted, homes are now schools, and 
for some home can seem like a prison, from which there seems no escape. These 4mes will 
be a challenge to us all in different ways, but we must not lose hope. God is in this. He is in 
control. His thoughts to us are of peace. WE do not know what lies ahead, but He does. He is 
asking each us “Do you trust me?” In order to trust Him, we need to REALLY KNOW HIM. The 
Bible is his track record of how he can be trusted; It is his record of his faithfulness to his 
people. In this present 4me, now more than ever, we need to know His word, so that we 
really get to know WHO He is, His nature, His ways, His will for us, His plans for us- all of 
which are in His word-The Bible. Now more than ever, we need to go deeper into our 
rela4onship with Him. He is calling us right now, to come and go deeper with Him, to get to 
know Him more personally- to seek Him with ALL our hearts and when we do so we will 
FIND Him and that’s when the adventure takes on new highs! All of this requires us to take 
ac4on, not to be passive during this 4me, but to ac4vely stretch and work out our “faith 
muscle”. The 4me is coming when we will come out of this lock-down. Things won’t go back 



to “normal”. God is at work. He has allowed this pandemic for a reason.  It is oaen said that 
God does His best work in the darkness, well this is certainly dark 4mes in many ways, so 
let’s grasp this as an opportunity to grow, spiritually- in knowledge and wisdom, in this 4me 
of being set aside- let’s use it to grow in faith, in our rela4onship with our Heavenly father, 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, allowing God to develop our character, so that when we are 
out of this, we are ready for Him to use for His glory in the new era that is coming in the 
aaermath of this pandemic. God is doing anew thing, let us be ready, to play our part in His 
plan.  Are we willing to trust Him with our future, whatever that might look like?  

Be honest with ourselves and if we find there is some doubt in us, bring it to God, ( He 
knows what’s in our heart anyway) confess it to Him and repent of it and ask for His help to 
overcome our fears, our doubts and to come into the place where we can fully trust in Him. 
Remember, Jeremiah 29 :11-13 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the 
Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Handover control 
of our futures to God, aOer all He knows what’s best for us! 

Maybe there is an area in our lives that we sense that God needs to do a work in us.  Is there 
a fruit of the Spirit that maybe we need help with?  Gala4ans 5: 22 “ But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa4ence(longsuffering), kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness (humility), self-control.” These are fruits which make up are character. Is there an 
area that we can ask the Holy Spirit to develop in us with during this lock down 4me? I know 
that I am developing more  pa4ence and self-control! 

Stay safe and well beloved brothers and sisters in Christ.  I pray that each of us will enjoy 
growing in friendship and in4macy with our Heavenly Father, as we discover more about 
Him in His word and has He reveals more of Himself to us in our daily life and  4mes during 
this crisis . I pray too that we will build each other up and encourage one another through 
sharing our tes4monies of what God is doing with us during this 4me and sharing the love of 
Jesus in our words and ac4ons.  

Every blessing Jacquie x 


