
 

Tuesday 22nd  July 2020 Greetings dearly beloved Church family and friends, “Grace, mercy 
and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (2 Timothy 1v 1) 

Hi everyone, it’s good to be back writing to you once more. I have just been enjoying time 
away with the family playing on the beach, walking, sea kayaking and just enjoying being in 
Wales on the coast with those I love. I love walking along the beach and hearing the gentle 
lap of the sea  on the rocks and exploring the rock pools finding hidden treasures and 
delights in the shells, crabs and fish I find. I love examining the rock formations and the 
fossils we sometimes find, wondering about the history behind them, all the while aware 
that God has known every detail of their creation and existence. I love that knowledge that 
He is timeless, is ever present and am comforted by His continual presence and love; so 
beautifully demonstrated in His creation and in His perfect, selfless sacrifice of His only Son; 
Jesus for our sins, upon the cross. I find, that my heart just swells with love and gratitude, in 
an outpouring of wonder and praise for His love, mercy and grace towards all who love Him. 

Lately, I have been inspired to read more meditative study  texts: The Practice of the 
Presence of God and the Spiritual Maxims by Brother Lawrence , a Benedictine Monk 
written in the late 1600’s and  Waiting on God, Absolute Surrender,  and The Kingdom of 
God is Within You by Andrew Murray a South African Pastor and evangelist ( 1828-1917). 
Some of you may be thinking why isn’t she reading more up to date material? It is really 
interesting though how God has taken me back to the simplicity of our faith. It is not 
complicated and yet we so often make it so. God longs for our heart, our total heart, our 
total soul, our total will, so often we give Him parts but not all and the result is we do not 
live the victorious life He has won for us, we do not receive the full measure of the blessings 
He has for us, we do not see the fulfilment of His or our desires for our lives, because we 
hold back, even if just a bit of our self. Maybe through doubt, fear, unbelief, the belief in the 
lies of the devil deceiving us,: we do not fully enter into the life He has for us.  

Christ set us an example of how we are to live, in total obedience to God the Father. God’s 
will was His will. Jesus said that he did nothing without the Father. 

God longs for us to have true and absolute faith in Him, to rest in Him in our faith, to  be  
cool , calm and collected in the power of Christ and in faith we can claim and receive the 
power of Christ to live victoriously,” We are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us” Romans 8:37 

Do we long for a better life?  To live a life of victory?  The key is obedience to God, to His will 
for us. To be imitators of Christ.  “To follow His teaching and in the Holy Spirit dwelling in us 
to make Christ with His saving power every moment real within us, by which the life of 
victory and rest and fellowship can be maintained. It is only as we see in God’s Word this life 
prepared for us that we can have the courage to hope for it.” (AM) Next, to transition from 
our old self through and in the power of the Holy Spirit, trusting in Him, to work in us to do 



His work in us. Lovely people, let us surrender ourselves completely and freely to “be filled 
with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) It is a command. Have we obeyed?  Is that the life we are 
living? If not, why not?  Are we willing to take up that command now?  God wants us to be 
FILLED  with His Holy Spirit. Let us be ready to and surrender and be obedient. This is not 
being in a state of high excitement or absolute perfection or in s state of no growth. It 
simple means having our whole nature surrendered  to his power When our soul is totally 
given and open  to the holy Spirit, God Himself will fill it. 

What is needed to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Are we in a condition in which God can fill 
us with His Holy Spirit? Are wrong thoughts, ignorance, prejudice, unbelief or wrong 
attitudes holding us back? Let’s look at how Jesus prepared the disciples for the Day of 
Pentecost.  Jesus had his “baptismal class” with Him for 3 years, they had to go through a 
time of training and preparation. It was not a magic thing or arbitrary thing the Holy Spirit 
coming down upon them. They were prepared for it 

 Where was their preparation? They were men who had forsaken everything to follow Jesus.  
To one Jesus said leave your net, to another leave that place and come and follow me and 
they did it! They left homes, family, jobs. They were mocked and laughed at, and hated and 
despised just as Jesus was.  They were totally identified with Him. They gave themselves up 
entirely for Him and to as He asked them to do.  Are we ready to do the same?  

We turn from sin when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour so this is different. So often  
people give their lives to Christ but do not take that next step to follow Him completely as 
their King and Master, continuing to  speak as they like, carrying on doing what they want, 
using their money and possessions for themselves, continuing to live for self , never 
dreaming of saying to Jesus: I give up all to follow you. And yet, this is what Jesus demands.  
There is not doubt He deserves it. What is our response to this?   In what ways does this 
challenge us, if indeed it does?  

Andrew Murray shared his experience at  being at a Conference and people sharing all the 
Lord had been doing for people and the blessings he had been giving. The minister asked if 
anyone was willing to give themselves up entirely for Jesus. He used the words “ Suppose He 
wanted you to go to China, or to give up your wife or children, would you be willing to do 
it?” A woman, earnestly wanted to say yes, to give up everything for Jesus, but could not. 
When he asked again, she was in a great state but still could not remain sitting and rose and 
said Yes: I will give up everything. Yet she felt she could not give up her husband and 
children. She went home and could not sleep for the struggle: must I give up everything? At 
midnight, she said yes I can give up everything for you and she reported  joy and the power 
of the spirit flowed into her heart. Have we found ourselves in a similar predicament? How 
did we handle it?  How would we  respond to the same call? 

We too need to examine ourselves. Maybe we’ve never really given much thought to what 
we are asked to forsake/give up to wholly follow Jesus. Jesus is calling each of us into a 



deeper more intimate, more personal relationship with Him, because He loves us and He 
wants to bless us abundantly, giving us the life He has for us which is so much more than we 
can imagine.  We need to give Him our entire heart and let Him take possession of it and 
that we are His each and every day. Self-will and self-trust must be no more, instead we are 
to be more like Jesus; day by day, filled with His humility, His tenderness, His gentleness and 
self control.  Our work is to work for Him. 

Do we fear giving up our lives to Jesus so completely?  To trust Him with everything we are 
and with all of those we love? If we want the life that Jesus wants for us, a spirit led life, a 
victorious life we must die to self and surrender all to Him and His care.  If while He was on 
earth Jesus did such wonderful things for us, now that He is in His full glory, in heaven, He 
will do infinitely more wonderful things and for this we wait patiently, holding onto our faith 
and belieiving. 

Are we ready in faith to trust in His promise, and His word and the complete love of Jesus? 
Some of us will struggle with this I know- but trust and believe- He will not forsake us or let 
us down.  God’s promises bring us in direct contact with Him and we honour Him  by 
trusting in His promises and obeying Him. God knows what He needs to work on in each of 
us and He will do it, we can be sure of that, if we count on Him to do it.  Once we have 
committed ourselves to Jesus- fully surrendered to Him,  let us wait on God in prayer and 
praise and in expectation of something great and new. Let us each be filled with God’s spirit 
today.  

Lots to ponder on I know. I sense God is wanting us to really dig down deep into our faith 
and relationship with Him, get to know Him more and understand where we fit in with His 
plan for us and our beautiful world. 

Much love and blessings Jacquie 

 


