
Tuesday 21st April 2020 

Gree3ngs beloved Church family and friends on yet another beau3ful day. How 
wonderful is our God who greets us each day with His mercy and grace.  

Today I have managed to paint the celling in my garage.  I thought it would be 
nice and easy. I had done all the prepara3ons yesterday. I could hear my dad 
saying “Prepara3on is everything Jacqueline.” My dad taught me that the effort 
put into preparing to do something always achieved a beIer outcome. He was 
right. Although,  I am by nature very impetuous and like to get stuck in straight 
away, so I have had to learn to be more disciplined over the years. (It doesn’t 
always work!) Raring to go, I cleared out all the mowers, bikes and ladders on 
to the front garden covered the floor and the large equipment I could not move 
and was ready for ac3on. ( I don’t need to do a Joe Wicks work out!) Alas I 
couldn’t get the roller onto the handle. There was the thin piece of metal that 
had to fit onto the end of one of the clips and then into the roller.  It just 
wouldn’t go! I got so frustrated. I even tried coaxing it ( I read it in a Japanese 
ar3cle- no I am not going mad!)  I tried jamming it up against a wall to try and 
force it. Then I gave up in search of older models in the back of the garage, 
found some and tried those but I couldn’t get the ends off. Being resourceful, I 
tried puXng them into a vice and allsorts, but they just would not shiY! I don’t 
think even The Rock, Dwayne Johnson, could’ve removed them. I went back 
and tried another of the set of 3 new ones I had bought. I thought I had it and 
then it would fall out. At one point I managed to do it and danced with joy only 
to find out then that the roller wouldn’t spin! Determined not to be beaten I 
just got a 3inch brush and started to paint it by hand. This proved tooooo much 
like hard work. In the end I retrieved everything back off the lawn and put it all 
back in the garage and had a cup of tea! Feeling defeated and frustrated I 
thought I would just have to wait un3l Nigel got home as I just couldn’t work 
out how to do it.  

As I sat there, perseverance came to mind. Was I just going to give up?  Was 
the Lord trying to teach me something! I kept coming back to something my 
old head teacher said about problem solving.  I kept going over the problem 
and I prayed  “Lord, I just want to do something  to help Nigel out and I’m 
stuck. Help me to work out what I need to do.”  Then I got up and had the idea 



to fit the thin piece of metal on top the end point and then push it through the 
roller. It worked! The roller spun around and around. I was so excited and had a 
danced and praised God.  Why hadn’t I prayed in the first place? It would have 
saved a lot of 3me and energy and frustra3on.  As usual I believe God was in it 
and teaching me a lesson. God was reminding me that nothing is too small for 
us to bring before the Lord. He cares about every liIle detail!  I need to believe 
this at all these at all 3mes.  Even though there is major crisis going on, God is 
watching over us, as our loving Father.  

As I was preparing to write today I asked Him what  else to share  from this 
lesson and it came to mind  to share how oYen we miss out on  His blessings 
and opportuni3es because we give up too early, that if only we persevere, keep 
pressing into Him, trus3ng in Him regardless of what life throws at us,   turn to 
God FIRST at all 3mes we will overcome our difficul3es, fears, or step into the 
plans God has for us and experience His abundant blessings, be filled with joy 
and His peace.  He is always at work in us, to mature our faith and to be fruicul 
in our lives.   2 Peter 1 V 5- 8 “ For this very reason do your best to add 
goodness to your faith, to your goodness add knowledge, to your knowledge  
add self-control , to your self- control add endurance, to your endurance add 
godliness, to your godliness add Chris3an affec3on, and to your Chris3an 
affec3on add love. These are the quali3es you need, and if you have them in 
abundance, they will make you ac3ve and effec3ve in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” V10 So then, my brothers and sisters, try even harder to 
make God’s call and his choice of you a permanent experience, if you do so, 
you will never abandon your faith.”  

God never ceases to amaze me. How close He is to each one of us and how He 
delights in each of us, His children. In what ways has God been with each of us 
today? Has He been showing or teaching us something? Please encourage one 
another by sharing this if you feel able. If you feel God’s been a bit quite or 
distant, draw close to Him in prayer and be honest with Him, pour out your 
feelings, your fears, your hopes and desires. Talk to Him. He is listening. He is 
wai3ng for you to draw near to Him.  

I am now off to prepare to paint the walls tomorrow. I wonder what lesson God 
has  for me tomorrow? 



Dear Father, draw each one of use ever closer to you, reveal more of yourself 
to us as our loving Father we ask. May we be always open to your Holy Spirit, 
to be taught by you, to hear what you what us to know and to do.  Help us to 
surrender our lives to your service so that others will know of your love and be 
saved. Help us to believe and trust in you at all 3mes, to put you first in our 
lives at all 3mes, giving you the honour and praise that you deserve.  We ask 
that in your great mercy and grace, that you would be with all who love you, 
and who do not yet know you, in this unprecedented 3me, deliver and protect 
us all we pray so that the world will know that you are alone are God. Amen 


