
Thursday 30th April 2020 

Gree4ngs dearly beloved Church family and friends let us be filled with God’s 
joy, His grace and His peace this day.  

Today as I read the readings from my Bible In One Year App by Nicky Gumble, I 
felt encouraged to share them with you. The readings and following 
commentaries by Nicky are quite thought provoking. I do encourage you to get 
out your Bibles and read the passages for yourselves too.  ( I have changed the 
pronouns to make it inclusive) 

Personally, I have found having the focus of reading the Bible through from 
beginning to end, each year, with the help of a programme, like his app has 
really helped me to learn the Bible in greater depth. I oOen find that the Holy 
Spirit opens my eyes to new things in familiar passage. If you don’t already do 
this I really suggest you give it ago.  

It’s Already Yours 

 “The People of Israel had been given ownership of Canaan, the promised land,  
now Joshua, says to the Israelites “ How long will you wait before you begin to 
take possession of the land….?” (Joshua 18:3) The New Testament  presents 
the “land”  as a picture of the Chris4an life (Hebrews 4) . Realise what is 
already yours in Jesus Christ and then take possession of it. 

Proverbs 10:31-11:8: Gi; of Righteousness 

Do we realise that God has already given to us the giO of righteousness?  Have 
we taken possession of this giO?  No one is totally righteous except Jesus. 
Righteousness means right rela4onships, both with God and other people.  We 
receive this righteousness from God as a giO by faith ( Romans 3:22; Philippians 
3:9) but we have to take possession of it. We have to live it out. 

In this passage we see examples of what this means: 



1. Wisdom. A good person’s mouth is a clear fountain of wisdom; a foul 
mouth is a stagnant swamp.  The  speech of a good person clears the air, 
the words of the wicked pollute it (Proverbs 10:31a, 32a MSG) 

2. Humility: “ The stuck up fall flat on their faces, but down to earth people 
stand firm” (11:2 MSG) 

3. Integrity: “The integrity of the honest keeps them on track.. a principled 
life can stand up to the worst” (v3a,4b MSG)  

4. Character “ Moral character  makes for smooth travelling…Good 
character is the best insurance ( v 5,6 MSG) 

Lord, we take possession of your giO of righteousness by faith. Help us to 
live a life of wisdom, humility, integrity and good character. Amen 

John 1:29-51 : Gi; of the Holy Spirit 

Are we enjoying everything Jesus has made possible for us? Or are we 
s4ll feeling guilty and powerless? Jesus came to bring forgiveness, new 
life, and the power of the Holy Spirit to us. Make sure we take possession 
of what is already ours, today. 

In this passage we see a remarkable sequence of the 4tles given to Jesus. 
Jesus is the “Son of God”(34,49) “Messiah” (v41), “King of Israel” (v49) 
and “Son of Man” (V51) 

I want to focus on 2 4tles in this passage that describe the ministry of 
Jesus. 

1. Sin Remover 

The blood of the lamb saved the Israelites from slavery and allowed 
them to walk in freedom to the Promised Land (Exodus 11-15). John 
says of Jesus, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29). As we come to Jesus, he takes away our sins. 
Claim, trust, believe in the forgiveness bought for us. Ac4vely reject 
feelings of guilt, shame or unworthiness. It is a proac4ve, prac4cal, 



daily choice to take possession of the forgiveness that Jesus has made 
possible for us. 

2. Spirit Bap4zer. 

John the Bap4st describes Jesus as “the one who will bap4se with the 
Holy Spirit” (V33). Jesus fills us with His Holy Spirit. This is what Jesus 
has made possible for us. However, we have to take possession of this 
wonderful giO that God has made available for us. 

Jesus invited Philip, “Follow me”, (v43). The Greek word for “to 
follow” means not only “to walk in the footsteps” but also to 
accompany, To be with. When they ask Jesus “Where are you 
staying?” the Greek for “staying” is the same word Jesus uses in John 
15- “remain in me as I remain in you.” They see where Jesus is staying 
and remain with him. Jesus invites us, too, to a deep, personal 
friendship with Him. 

Jesus also gives us the opportunity to do what John the Bap4st did- to 
point others to Him. Of course, God does not need a human agent. 
Jesus could con4nue His ministry without our help. However, we see 
in this passage how God uses his disciples to call people.  

They bring their friends to Jesus. John the Bap4st introduces Andrew 
(v35-36) Andrew introduces Peter (41), and Philip introduces 
Nathanael (v45). Nathanael was suspicious at first, but then he came 
and immediately found that Jesus really was the Son of God (v49). 

The former Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple, wrote a 
commentary on John’s Gospel. When he came to the words “and he 
(Andrew) brought him (Simon Peter) to Jesus (v42), Temple wrote a 
short but momentous sentence: “The greatest service that one 
(person) can do to another. 



Simon Peter went on to be one of the most significant influences in 
the history of Chris4anity. We may not be able to what Peter did, but 
we can do what his brother Andrew did- we can bring someone to 
Jesus. 

Or, just like Philip, we can say “come and see” (v46) to our friends, 
family and work colleagues. We can be part of God’s plan for people 
to hear about and respond to Jesus as we invite them to “come and 
see”. 

I have found that there is nothing more exci4ng in life than being 
involved in the ministry of Jesus. It is so gracious of God to involve us, 
imperfect human beings, in His perfect plan. 

Lord, help us today to enjoy this giO of forgiveness and the fullness of 
life in the Holy Spirit. Help us also to introduce others to you- to invite 
people to “come and see”. (v46) Amen 

Joshua 17:1-18:28 Gi; of your inheritance 

Is there some area of our lives where we are s4ll not enjoying our inheritance 
in Christ?  

The land was the inheritance of the people of God ( 17:4,7,18: 7,20,27). 
“Joshua addressed the People of Israel “How long are you going to sit around 
on your hands, pumng off taking possession of the land that God, the God of 
your ancestors, has given you?” (18:3 MSG) 

Here, once again, we see the great difference between ownership and 
possession and the enjoyment of the land. Israel was given the ownership of 
the land before they took possession and enjoyment. 

When we follow Jesus, we become His friends. We receive forgiveness, 
jus4fica4on, the righteousness of God and the Holy Spirit. We become a child 
of God.  We have power over sin and access to God. We have victory over 
demonic powers. We have peace with God. We have authority over evil in our 
lives and the lives of others. All the promises of God belong to us. This is our 
inheritance in Christ. 



But we may not always, necessarily, take possession and fully enjoy the 
blessing of all these things in our life.  Here God says, in effect, to His people: 
“Don’t you realise I have given all of this to you? What are you wai4ng for?” 

We may have given our lives to Jesus, but have we allowed him to possess 
every aspect of how we live- our finances, prayer life, friends and family? In my 
experience this is a life4me task. 

St Paul writes that we need to take every thought cap4ve to obey Christ (2 
Corinthians 10:5). In some areas the victory may be immediate. In others it 
may be more gradual. We have to drive out even the liole pockets of 
resistance. 

As Israel received the land as a giO from the Lord (Joshua 18:3), so we have 
received in Jesus, every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3). The ques4on is, 
“How long will you wait before you take possession of these giOs?” (Joshua 
18:3) 

Lord, thank you that you have blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing. 
Help us today to take possession of what is already ours by faith through Jesus 
Amen 

 I do pray that we will each allow The Holy Spirit 4me, to show us the areas in 
our lives that we have not fully given possession over to God. There are so 
many blessings wai4ng for us all to enjoy, let’s not miss out on enjoying them. 

Have a blessed day, and stay safe and well. Much love Jacquie x 


