
Moneyball and the Bible 
The authority and study of the Bible 

Greetings from me as I bring to you this sermon entitled ‘Moneyball and the Bible: The 
authority and study of the Bible’, the next sermon in our short discipleship series.   

Oh Father that these words would bring glory to Your name, that they would strengthen 
our faith, and influence the ushering in of those You are calling to Yourself.  Amen. 

Matthew 7:24-29 
24 “So then, anyone who hears these words of mine and obeys them is like a wise man 
who built his house on rock. 25 The rain poured down, the rivers flooded over, and the 
wind blew hard against that house. But it did not fall, because it was built on rock. 
26 “But anyone who hears these words of mine and does not obey them is like a foolish 
man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain poured down, the rivers flooded over, the 
wind blew hard against that house, and it fell. And what a terrible fall that was!” 
28 When Jesus finished saying these things, the crowd was amazed at the way he 
taught. 29 He wasn't like the teachers of the Law; instead, he taught with authority. 

He taught with authority! 

Of course He did!  Because He was ‘the Word’, as John 1:14 says: 
	 The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. 	
	 We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father’s only Son. 

And in Mark 1 when Jesus is baptised and comes out of the water, the heavens open, 
the Spirit comes down and the Father proclaims to Jesus and for all to hear: 
	 You are my own dear Son. 

The Son, who is the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except 
through Him! (John 14:6). 

The Son in whom ‘salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is no 
one else whom God has given who can save us’ (Acts 4:12). 

The Son, the One who has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, and the 
One whom we are to obey everything that He has commanded. 
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2 Timothy 3:10-4:5 
10 But you have followed my teaching, my conduct, and my purpose in life; you have 
observed my faith, my patience, my love, my endurance, 11 my persecutions, and my 
sufferings. You know all that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra, the 
terrible persecutions I endured! But the Lord rescued me from them all. 12 Everyone 
who wants to live a godly life in union with Christ Jesus will be persecuted; 13 and evil 
persons and impostors will keep on going from bad to worse, deceiving others and 
being deceived themselves. 14 But as for you, continue in the truths that you were taught 
and firmly believe. You know who your teachers were, 15 and you remember that ever 
since you were a child, you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to give you 
the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful[a] for teaching the truth, rebuking error, correcting faults, 
and giving instruction for right living, 17 so that the person who serves God may be fully 
qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and because he is coming to rule as King, I solemnly urge you 2 to preach the message, 
to insist upon proclaiming it (whether the time is right or not), to convince, reproach, 
and encourage, as you teach with all patience. 3 The time will come when people will 
not listen to sound doctrine, but will follow their own desires and will collect for 
themselves more and more teachers who will tell them what they are itching to hear. 
4 They will turn away from listening to the truth and give their attention to legends. 5 But 
you must keep control of yourself in all circumstances; endure suffering, do the work of 
a preacher of the Good News, and perform your whole duty as a servant of God. 

Oh that we would be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed, 
especially in this season! 

Psalm 1:1 Happy are those who reject the advice of evil people, who do not follow the 
example of sinners or join those who have no use for God.  2 Instead, they find joy in 
obeying the Law of the Lord, and they study it day and night.  3 They are like trees that 
grow beside a stream, that bear fruit at the right time, and whose leaves do not dry up.  
They succeed in everything they do. 

The NRSV translates verses 2 and 3 as: ‘but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
on his law they meditate day and night.  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, 
they prosper.’ 
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And the Message version reads: ‘Instead you thrill to [do] God’s Word, you chew on 
Scripture day and night.  You’re a tree replanted in Eden, bearing fresh fruit every 
month, Never dropping a leaf, always in blossom.’ 

Studying, meditating on, chewing! 
And how that leads to succeeding, prospering, bearing fresh fruit! 

The Oakland A’s 
In the early 2000’s American Major League Baseball was revolutionised through the 
adoption of ‘Moneyball’ theory.  Moneyball identified players who were significantly 
under-valued and capitalised on that, winning games as cheaply as possible, and 
changing the very lives of those players who had been so undervalued for so long.  The 
team that pioneered this theory, the Oakland Athletics, went on to win the longest 
number of consecutive games in Major League Baseball history. 

Note: If you can watch the film, Moneyball, starring Brad Pitt as the General Manager 
of the Oakland A’s, I highly recommend that you do! 

The Oakland A’s were one of the poorest teams in that league.  They begun looking at 
what really constituted success, and they realised that the traditional way of valuing a 
baseball player (what they called ‘the 5 tools’ of hit, hit with power, run, throw, and 
field), was not what it was cracked to be. 

They realised that to win games, they needed runs, and to get runs, the key 
performance indicator that influenced this the most was a player’s ability to get on base.  
That was it.  A statistic completely different to the traditional ones that were valued so 
highly, and put such high values on players who had those traditional ‘tools’. 

By focussing on the players with high on-base percentages that they could afford, and 
training them to ‘get on base’ more, the team and its performance was transformed and 
as I said, they went on to win the longest number of consecutive games in the history of 
Major League Baseball, and they changed the industry, with teams changing their 
practices and adopting Moneyball as a result. 

Now the point of all this is to hone in on one factor: what does it look like for us to ‘get 
on base’ in pursuing our transformation into the likeness of Christ?  Of all the myriad of 
typical and traditional ‘measures’ used to see how we’re progressing, what does 
‘getting on base’ look like for us, and how undervalued is it? 
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Moneyball and the Bible 
Fast forward to some international research done on churches and their members across 
the globe, and we see that the measure, getting on base, is our meditating and 
chewing, our memorising of and becoming Scripture. 

The research showed that the extent to which someone was doing this was the 
influencing factor that catalysed spiritual growth and indicated where someone was in 
their faith… 'They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its 
season, and their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper.’ 

It is said of John Bunyan, the English writer, Puritan preacher, and author of the classic 
‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’, that if you cut him, he would bleed Scripture.   

Can the same be said of us? 
Would we bleed Scripture? 

Oh that we would!  Oh that we would see success as God’s Holy Word does as our 
likeness to Christ, and how can we be like the Word if we are not being transformed by 
it? 

How can we expect to be being planted, yielding fruit, not withering, but prospering in 
all that we do, if we are not meditating and chewing and memorising Scripture? 

Never has ‘you are what you eat’ seemed more apt! 

Memorising Scripture 
And so brothers and sisters we must be intentionally being transformed by the 
disciplined memorisation of Scripture, and I offer you a way of doing that.  It is a way, a 
way that I have found to be most helpful for me.  It may well not be the way, but it is a 
way that at the very least is a springboard for your own practice. 

The way I follow is called ‘an approach to extended memorisation of Scripture’ by Dr 
Andrew Davis.   I have found this the most effective way, learning one new verse each 1

day after having gone over the verses from the day before, and I highly commend it to 
you.  The joys and moments of reflection and being with God that have come from 
having Scripture so easily ’to hand’!   

 Available at http://www.fbcdurham.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Scripture-Memory-1

Booklet-for-Publication-Website-Layout.pdf.
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I implore all of us, young and old, in baseball speak ‘get on base’ and do the most 
catalytic thing we can do for our faiths, especially as the time draws closer and closer to 
Christ’s return, and we currently find ourselves more disparate and disconnected from 
one another. 

In this season, may we be a people who knows that we shall not lack, for the Lord is our 
Shepherd. 

May we know from where our help comes. 

May we grow into the full stature, likeness and maturity of Christ. 

And may we see His kingdom come, in Patchway as it is in heaven. 

God bless you, and may He particularly bless your chewing, meditating on, and 
memorising of His most precious Word.
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