
Monday 4th May 2020 

Gree0ngs dearly beloved Church family and friends, what another lovely day the Lord is 
blessing us with, I pray we will experience His many blessings in it as the day enfolds. 

As I sit to write this today, I am feeling quiet exhausted having spent the last few hours 
clearing out the rubbish from behind my boFom shed in order to sadolin it; to protect it for 
more years’ service. My fingers are aching from cuJng back all the brambles, vines and tree 
branches from the neighbours at the boFom. I then had to haul all the rubbish from the very 
boFom of our long garden up, through the garden, through my newly painted and clean 
garage to the front drive to be taken away later on by Nigel.  It was hard work but I kept 
thinking about the calories I was burning off and the muscles I was developing. Recently Jay 
-Jay, my eldest grandson, had described my arms has “flabby”, I was not impressed! 
However, before I could do any of this I had to clear up the mess that Nigel had leU when he 
had been mo0vated to prune most of the trees and shrubs in the various parts of our long 
garden. He loves power tools and pruning things back but not the cleaning up aUerwards.   
Last night, just before shuJng his eyes for a good night’s sleep,  it was “Oh Jack, now you’ve 
ran out of paint can you clear up the garden for me, then the back of the shed ready to paint 
with sadolin.” It was not un0l I looked at the amount of debris there was that I realised the 
task ahead!  As I cleared it up, it gave me 0me to reflect on the amount of pruning that God  
has done in my life, some of which has been quite painful, and pruning which is s0ll 
underway, but I know it is always to make me fit for His purposes and for my wellbeing. God 
certainly likes to use the everyday things to teach us and remind us of his teachings and 
lessons! 

Yet, I am enjoying myself doing my gardening and pain0ng. I find that I am in con0nual 
conversa0on with Jesus and that He is teaching me things lessons, or reminding me of 
scriptures, through everyday ac0vi0es. I love being in His presence. I enjoy His company, 
love being taught by Him, I love being s0ll at His feet as I pray, I love the fact that I KNOW  He 
hears me when I call to Him.  

I have sensed of late,  that He is calling me to go deeper into prayer with Him and yesterday I 
said “Teach me to pray Lord, as you desire me to do .” This was a result, of me hearing a 
news programme yesterday and I was really struck by the hardship that the poor and needy 
are really suffering due to coronavirus; in our own na0on and globally. I was overwhelmed 
with great sadness and  an imagine of Jesus gathering up the lost came into my mind. I just 
wanted to withdraw and be alone to process my reac0on and pray about the situa0on and 
to listen to God. I some0mes feel so useless at home, every part of me , just wants to be out 
taking prac0cal ac0on to help, yet I also know that home is where I need to be and where 
God has placed me, even before this virus arrived. As I prayed about it, God clearly said, my 
role is to pray. I said to Him, that there is so much Lord, to pray for I don’t know where to 
begin. Teach me to pray like you. Jesus always takes us at our word and is started teaching 
me straight away. He knows that my heart’s desire is to do His will.  



AUer, my prayer 0me this morning. I  started my journey into geJng more serious about 
prayer, going deeper and developing a greater, more in0mate rela0onship with God in my 
prayer life.  I love to research and study un0l I know something, and this 0me we have I am 
going to use for this purpose.  

I am using the Evangelical alliance Global Day of Prayer and Fatsing notes and there is a 
quote from Brother Lawrence from his book Prac0cing The Presence of God(which I’ve just 
ordered) and with which I whole heartedly agree; “ There is not in the world, a kind of life 
more sweet and deligh5ul than of a con8nual conversa8on with God.” “ Prayer is a 
conversa0on. Communica0on, communion with God and there are many ways we can 
connect with God- to be with God, to praise to God, receive from God, and to ask God to 
intervene in our lives and this world.”   It inspired me to look  at 
www.chris0anprayerresources.org  and discovered Every Home for Christ Change the World 
School of Prayer, which today was looking at Prayer as an untapped power. It’s founda0onal 
scriptures are: 

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not 
know.” Jeremiah 33:3(NKJV) 

“ …The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful results.” James 
5:16 (NLT) 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, 
and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all 
you heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NKJV) 

Prayer’s threefold poten0al is that world evangelism and prayer has the capacity to change 
the world. Chris0an unity and prayer has the capacity to change the church and personal 
growth and prayer has the capacity to change the individual. We must take the Great 
Commission to spread the Gospel LITERALLY,  and that without UNITY the task is impossible, 
PRAYER will remove every obstacle that stands in the way.  

“ But you, dear friends, carefully build yourselves up in this most holy faith by praying in the 
Holy Spirit, staying right at the centre of God’s love… This is the unending life the real life!” 
Jude 20-21 (MSG) 

I don’t know where each of you is in your prayer life, but maybe you too would like to go 
deeper with God in prayer.  Be encouraged by Brother Lawrence, a 17th Century French  
Monk’s, contempla0on “  There is not in the world, a kind of life more sweet and deligh5ul 
than of a con8nual conversa8on with God.” This  is what prayer is, the con0nual 
conversa0on with God, where we can commune with Him,  and ask Him to place upon our 

http://www.christianprayerresources.org


hearts what it is that we should be praying for and  allow Him to lead us our prayers. , Look 
at His promise: “ Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all you heart.” What 
assurance we have, that when we call and pray to Him, He will listen, when we seek Him 
with all our hearts we will find Him.” Are we ready to go deeper, to truly seek Him with all 
our hearts, for to Him our first priority? Please join me in a new discovery of the untapped 
power of prayer.  

For now,more than at any other 0me “This infec8on is providing Christ’s global Church the 
single best opportunity it has ever had to make disciples of all na8ons.” (Evangelical 
Alliance)  So let’s get serious with our praying and together as Church, Christ’s world wide 
body , make this a reality. 

Sending you my love and prayers. Jacquie x 

For those of you who are interested here is the readings and ac0vi0es for the   from the 
Covid 19 Global Day of Prayer and Fas0ng (March 29) on God’s Mission and The Lord’s Will: 

This morning,  my Anchor Texts are Joshua 1:6-9 6 Be strong and courageous, because you 
will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; 
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 
8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

John 17:18-24 ; 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them 
I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

Jesus Prays for All Believers 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me
—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 



Focus: God’s Mission:  

 Ac0vi0es 

Pray for churches to mobilise care for those who are most affected by the virus in their 
socie0es, and to send aid, personnel and other resources to areas in need that do not yet 
have churches able to minister to them. This infec8on is providing Christ’s global Church 
the single best opportunity it has ever had to make disciples of all na8ons. 

 Pray that missions organisa0ons will be strong and courageous. Many missions are carrying 
on as ‘business as usual’, taking precau0ons to keep their people safe in the field, but 
COVID19 changes things. The world is not the same and missions, as many have known it, 
will not be the same. Bold adapta0on will be needed.  

 Pray for the missionaries on the ground, many of whom will be serving in fields where the 
rampant. Pray for God’s wisdom as they  assess how best to minister; and for their children, 
who will be affected by their decisions. 

 Pray for grace if God calls them to return to their passport country for the sake of their 
health and families. 

  Commit to unity. Jesus prayed that the world will know and believe that the Father lovingly 
sent the Son because of the one-ness of His disciples (and all those of us who follow aUer 
the first disciples). Our indivisible one-ness, our self-sacrificing serving of one another, 
reflects how the Father sent the Son into the world and how the Son now sends us—so that 
the Father will be glorified through the Son. This is the heart of our par0cipa0on in God’s 
mission. 

 Dare to pray, “here I am Lord, send me…” (Isaiah 6:8), and by extension with Jesus’ prayer, 
“send me in loving community so that by our love for one another the world will know and 
believe that the Father sent you.” 

Write how you sense God calling you to par0cipate as a disciple in making disciples during 
this COVID19 crisis— bringing reconciling peace and healing to the world in the name of 
Jesus. 

 Discuss your sense of call and contribu0on to God’s mission with others. Together, plan 
before God how to make your respec0ve contribu0ons, as part of your church on mission. 

Anchor Text:  MaF 6:9-13 The Lord’s Will  

Ac0vi0es 

Commit your future and the future of the world to God’s. 

Conclude by praying as the Lord led us to pray and tradi0on has shaped it:  



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into tempta0on,  but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen


