
Talking to God - part ii
Thanksgiving

If you missed what I said it can be found online at www.ChadTalks.org. If it is a problem to access this material and 
the tape from Church isn’t helpful either then please let me know so that I can try to make a CD or find an 
alternative method.

We are thinking about Thanksgiving; both the idea of thanking God for the Harvest, but also that of being thankful 
in our prayer life too.

Are you a glass half full or a glass half empty person? 

Would you say you were thankful for what you have?

Our harvest reading was Psalm 65 - read it together. Commentators divide the Psalm into three sections. Verses 1 
to 4 use quite religious language to praise God (words like Zion, sins and Temple are used). Then verses 5 to 8 
praise God using imagery connected with the world outside (calming seas, setting mountains in their place) and 
remembering what God has done in the past. Verses 9 to 13 conclude by praising the God who brings forth the 
Harvest abundance and tells of his persistent care in bringing forth the crops.

Is there one section which resonates with how you would comfortably praise God more than the other two? If there 
is perhaps you could have a try at rewriting one of the other sections in your own words to express praise for God 
differently to your norm. It doesn’t have to be very long, but there’s a box to allow you space to write.

We also looked briefly at a section of Colossians chapter 3. Verses 8 onwards lists a whole set of things we should 
be getting rid of from our lives, so that (verse 10) we can ‘put on the new self’. You might take a moment to think 
abnout some ways in which you have changed since you became a Christian (it might be that somebody else has 
pointed this out as quite often we feel worse about the wrong things we do when we come to realise how much 
they hurt God). Take a moment to encourage others in the group by telling them how you have seen them change?

There are no grounds for complacency though. In verse 10 we are challenged to allow God to constantly  renew us 
in his image. Nobody can sit back on their laurels, even if they have one of those amazing conversion stories - it is 
about how you are being changed now. It might be that you are aware of parts of your life which God needs to be 
working in next. You might not feel comfortable sharing this, but if you are perhaps you could.

Verse 12 gives us a list of characteristics we should be growing in such that it would appear that we have clothed 
ourselves in them. Are there any in the list that people wouldn’t want to have in greater abundance? But then 
comes the crunch...verses 13 and 14 show us how we must relate to each other - with love and forgiveness. This is 
the way that leads to peace - and then be thankful.

Perhaps there are things in your past or present which prevent you from feeling thankful. These may be too 
complicated to explain in the forum of a Homegroup. If that is the case then who is there with whom you can share 
these things?

Close by praying together and ensuring that God is thanked for each person in the group for at least one thing they 
bring.
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