
In the beginning God... 
part i

In the next couple of months we are thinking on Sundays about the 
character of God, specifically  as it is revealed through the opening chapters 
of the book of Genesis.

June 9th - Gen 1:1-2:4

Are there any  qualities that we would describe as being one of the characteristics of God? How did we find this 
out - experience, Sunday School, the Bible, somewhere else?

Do these characteristics of God attract us or cause us some anxiety?

Read the story of creation in Genesis chapter 1 to chapter 2 vs 4 (perhaps break it into “days” to take turns).

These are the qualities highlighted in the sermon with a reference to the relevant verses in Genesis 1 and 
others I referred to; pre-existing v1 (Psalm 29:4), creating v1 (Psalm 139:13), powerful enough that his words 
are sufficient v3 (Psalm 29:4), relishing goodness v4 (Psalm 23:6), bringing blessing v22 (Genesis 12:2 and 
Deuteronomy  28:1-3) Is this the complete list, do you think? What do each of these characteristics mean for us 
living day  by  day? Can you come up with better verses than the ones I have put in brackets to back up these 
points?

If we are to be part of bringing a blessing to the world around us how might that effect the way  we live? I found 
this quote by theologian and ex-Bishop of Durham, Tom Wright, to be very profound...

The god I want is a god who will give me what I want. He - or more likely  it - will be a projection of 
my desires. At the grosser level, this will lead me to one of the more obvious pagan gods or 
goddesses, who offer their devotees money, or sex, or power (as Marx, Freud and Nietzsche 
pointed out). All idols started out life as the god somebody  wanted...[But] nobody  falls down on their 
face before the god they  wanted. Nobody trembles at the word of a home-made god. Nobody  goes 
out with fire in their belly  to heal the sick, to clothe the naked, to teach the ignorant, to feed the 
hungry, because of the god they wanted. They are more likely to stay at home with their feet up.

If the Babylonian story  of creation was based on Marduk murdering another god, and if this was then part of 
justifying the violence and brutality in Babylonian society  - what does the rational scientific explanation put 
forward by  contemporary  atheists lead us towards in terms of lifestyle or practice in our society? If we add in 
the creation story  from Genesis along with what we learn about God’s character then does this make any 
difference to our values or lifestyles within the Church? Should it?

Share some of your struggles on these questions of how to live as a Christian today, and pray for each other.

Following on from that...

As it is some weeks before I preach on the next part of Genesis here is something else to think about based 
on chapter 1.

Three of the five characteristics of God are ones which, I believe, are inherently  within us (as made in God’s 
image) but which we often use for selfish reasons, or hide altogether. These three are; being creative, relishing 
goodness and being capable of bringing blessing to others. I think it might be worth thinking a bit more about 
these in the context of ourselves and our Church community.

We see quite specific things about God’s character through Jesus (Read Col 1:15-20 - ‘...the visible likeness 
of the invisible God...’), so we are not flailing in the dark and having to guess. Does this insight make us feel 
more confident or more challenged?

1



But not only  do we see God the Father through Jesus, we are also expected to become more like Him 
because of that as well, as in Ephesians 4:13. What might the full meaning of ‘the very  height of Christ’s full 
stature’ be for us? So it would be worth considering together, and perhaps making some notes to feedback 
into a wider discussion around Church, what are the ways that we can be creative, relish goodness, (with the 
ultimate aim of) bringing blessing...?

What might the ways be that Patchway  and our more immediate localities are in need of blessing? Some of 
these ways might depend on large scale initiatives, whilst others might be very  small and simple things. (Don’t 
forget some of the parables seem to favour very  small things like mustard seeds - let us not be afraid to start 
small and let God bring the larger fruit to bear).

Sometimes really  great things begin with very simple and delicate ideas - be careful not to ignore an idea even 
if it does sound impractical to begin with. Let’s try  to be creative and talk around some of these things and 
discern what God wants us to be doing.

Pray  about some of these things you have shared and discussed. Might there be one or two things each that 
we might want to commit to doing or trying to develop further? Encourage each other - perhaps you might be 
able to identify a gift or skill in somebody else that would be a real blessing to somebody else!

July 7th - Gen 2:4-25

Does anybody  have any  things to share following on from the previous 
notes about being a blessing?

Read Genesis 2:4-25 together. Do you every  wonder why  God 
bothered with all the hard work of creation if it was all inevitably going 
to go wrong?

One of the most important aspects of God’s character is that He is 
relational. God wants to share himself within the  Trinity  and with His 
Creation, and most notably with humanity. 

The original relationship, from eternity, was the Trinity. The little picture 
is an icon by  a Russian called Andrei Rublev  from the 15th Century. 
He painted the three angels who visited Abraham and Sarah in 
Genesis 18, but imagined that the visitors were the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. He sought to capture their relationship in the icon. 
The Greek work for this relationship within the Trinity  was perichoresis. 
Peri means around (as in periscope) and choresis means dancing (as 

in choreography) - so the Early  Church thought of the Trinity  as dancing 
around each other. It is not a hierarchy  but a closely  knit relationship. How do you picture the Trinity’s 
relationship in your minds?

I would suggest that this rather intimate idea of the inter-relationship within the Trinity  is something which we 
Anglo-Saxon Brits find a bit uncomfortable. We like to  keep ourselves to ourselves a bit, don’t we? How might 
we express this closeness of relationship in our own friendships within the Church in particular? If you’re like 
me then being this open to others makes me feel very vulnerable - but is this a bad thing?

In a Church like St Chad’s there are a good number of folk who have been around for a long time. How do we 
continue to open ourselves when years of memories and things one person did or said once can seem to cast 
a shadow over things. If we are made in God’s image, and God is fundamentally  relational then is it any 
surprise that we are too? The things people do or say  to us can bring the deepest scars or highest joys. This is 
the communal life for which people crave, but not finding it anywhere seek solace in other things which prove 
empty and false. How can Church better meet the needs of people for relationship?

The Evangelical Alliance summarised a report from the WRVS here http://www.eauk.org/culture/statistics/how-
lonely-are-we.cfm with some statistics on loneliness, particularly  amongst the elderly. I’m not sure younger folk 
would be this honest. You might want to look at them and pray for those alone.
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