
Home Group notes
w/c 24th July 2016

The Book of Job (part i)

Job and his complaint to God

We are starting a three and a bit part look at the book of Job. The next two parts will be towards 
the end of August, and the final “bit” will be at the evening Communion and Healing service on 
August 21st. The talks are being recorded and will be available at ChadTalks.org so you can listen 
again or catch up if you need to.

As we consider some of the perfectly human reactions to suffering, I suggest we pause for a 
moment. It is easy to make trite judgments or statements which don’t adequately honour the pain 
or distress that some feel or have felt. We seek the truth, but the truth is sometimes more complex 
than our ability to speak it. Pray for sensitivity in words spoken today.

The story of Job seems to set up several possible explanations of the cause of Job’s suffering. 
Most of them come under part 2 (August 21st) but for a moment, perhaps people could reflect on 
their own response at those moments when they suffer. Do they call out to God, or go very quiet? 
Do they blame God, or blame themselves? Do they come to God longing for change, or do they try 
to carry on as if nothing was happening? If any feel brave enough to share then please let them.

On Sunday we focussed on chapters 1 to 3, with the introduction to Job. The historic teaching in 
the first five books of the Old Testament are that God’s people must obey his laws and commands, 
and in doing so they will be blessed. However, if they veer away then they will be under a curse. 
Deuteronomy 11:26-28 is a typical example.

In these opening chapters there are several major characters. What can we learn about them?

Job is introduced to us in chapter 1 verses1 to 5. Read this passage. How would you describe 
Job? Would it be fair to say that he is clearly careful to follow God’s law, but doesn’t seem to have 
a very close relationship to Him?

Satan enters the story in Job 1:6-12. He makes accusations to God about Job. How would you 
summarise Satan’s case against Job? Is it fair? Satan is often thought of as the Accuser (read 
Revelation 12:10). We know from Job that Satan accuses us to God (without success, thank 
goodness - read Hebrews 4:14-16), but he also accuses us about ourselves (more successfully in 
terms of our feelings of guilt). Satan seems to love the word ‘if’ - look how he tries to sow the seeds 
of doubt in God’s mind about Job 1:9 (look also at the ‘if’s in Matt 4:1-11).

What does the passage Job 1:6-12 tell us about God? There is certainly none of the awe of the 
throne room we find in passages such as Isaiah 6:1-4, and God himself comes across as a bit 
distant and impassive. I suggested that this was almost like a “cartoon” version of God in order to 
demonstrate the falsehood of the (what was them common) view of mortals being the play things 
of the gods, for example in stories such as The Odyssey. Or perhaps Job’s righteousness is based 
on his desire to do the right thing for a distant God who has been good to him up to that point (as 
Satan suggest) - not yet realising the true nature of the God who knows Job inside out. Certainly 
this description of God is slightly uncomfortable.

Job 1:13-22 tells of the suffering Satan brings upon Job’s family and possessions. How would you 
describe Job’s response in verses 21 and 22?
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Chapter 2 repeats the above pattern, this time Satan is allowed to bring suffering on to Job 
personally (Job 2:7-8) but still Job will not complain about God (verses 9-10). Job’s three friends 
come and visit to offer him support - I find their willingness to sit with Job in silence very moving!

Finally, by chapter 3, Job addresses God directly with his complaint. Read this together. How do 
you feel about the idea of complaining to God? Not that Job doesn’t complain about God, though. 
Verse 26 sums up Job’s feelings. I’m sure most of us have reached that point at one time or 
another!

On Sunday I drew attention to how this sentiment is echoed in the Psalms - a willingness to direct 
a complaint to God. Some examples:

Psalm 22:1 - David’s plea to God (despite David’s knowledge of his having sinned against God 
with Bathsheba).

Psalm 137:4 - the people asking God how they can worship in Babylon.

Psalm 13:1 - “how much longer…?” asks the Psalmist.

There are several more - surely this is not a chance phrase or idea! We often feel powerless to 
pray for a difficult situation because we don’t know what the right outcome that we should be 
praying for might be. Perhaps the Psalmist points us in a different direction - when faced with the 
insurmountable why don’t we simply ask God “How long?”. This shows our trust in Him, without 
trying to tell Him how to solve it.

What are the things we would want to ask God “How long?”. Send some time naming them out 
loud.

Close in prayer for each other, especially if anybody is suffering at the moment.


