
Homegroup notes

w/c 9th November 2014

Matthew 25:1-13

“Why are we waiting…?”

We are looking at one of the final parables in Matthew’s Gospel, 
which we sometimes call the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins.

Read the parable together, which is Matthew 25 verses 1 to 13.

This is, in some ways, quite a dark parable - the foolish girls aren’t allowed in after the door has 
been closed and the wise girls aren’t chastised for not sharing. How do people feel about it?

Jesus is speaking in Jerusalem during the final week of his life, and the previous chapter contains 
several quite stark warnings and strange image-filled descriptions of the “end times” with 
references back to Daniel and ideas that would be repeated in the Book of Revelation. You may be 
tempted to glance back into chapter 24 to look at some of these, but the important thing (really 
important thing!) is not to make people scared or fearful about the future, but to reassure them that 
God is in control despite how bad the world around looks, and that we need to be faithful and keep 
our hope rested in Him.

So here we have this parable. It is clearly not trying to tell us that we should be, like the wise and 
foolish girls, asleep until Jesus comes, so what does it mean for us? Perhaps there are two key 
questions for us;

Firstly, the girls were clearly waiting for the expected arrival of the bridegroom. In what way might 
we be seen to be waiting (wisely or foolishly) for Jesus to do something in the world around us? If 
we knew that Jesus was coming back tomorrow or next week in what ways might we act 
differently? But from the way that we approach situations and live today do we give the impression 
that Jesus would ever come back?

Secondly, the wisdom or folly of the girls was measured by the extent by which they were ready for 
a wait by having enough oil. How might we be wise or foolish? What do we need to have in 
abundance in order to be ready for a wait?

Matthew’s Gospel has a specific angle on Jesus which sees him as the continuation of the Old 
Testament prophets (whose job was to repeatedly call the people back to a life of holiness) and yet 
also the Messiah, the anointed one from God who would save His people and wrap up history, 
overcoming Empires and powers. In Matthew’s eyes we are waiting for somebody quite specific. 
How would people in the group describe who (or what) they are waiting for? Is this waiting 
something of which they are conscious much of the time? Does this waiting for Jesus change the 
way lives are led?

I realise this parable, with elements in it of judgement and some of the ideas in the previous 
chapter might be unsettling, so take time around the group to encourage each other. Matthew did 
not write these words to make us feel threatened, but rather to encourage us to hope despite the 
world around feeling like a dark and threatening place at times, and to cling on to Jesus.

Perhaps there are situations (small, medium or large) within people’s lives where clinging on to 
Jesus and waiting patiently and faithfully is difficult - pray for each other.


