
Being a disciple - Home Group notes!
part ii - bearing fruit!!
We are thinking about what it might mean for us to be disciples and 
specifically this week about Jesus’ teaching about being fruitful. 
What exactly does he mean, and if we are wanting to grow as 
disciples how can we become more fruitful?!!
We finished last time thinking about situations in the week ahead 
where God might be working through troubles to make us more like 
Jesus. Does anyone have anything to share for prayer or 
encouragement?!!
We start thinking about fruitfulness with a well-known passage from John 15:1-10. Read this 
through together. Jesus often uses common agricultural examples to make a spiritual point, but it is 
important to remember that vineyards carried an additional load of meaning. !!
Read Isaiah 5:1-7. What does the vineyard represent? Whose vineyard is it? What sort of crop 
does the owner of the vineyard expect?!!
Jesus is not specific about what he means by fruitfulness. What might he have meant?!!
What are the ways in which you see fruit growing in you? Perhaps you can spend a bit of time as a 
group encouraging each other by identifying fruit you have seen or are seeing grow in others in the 
group.!

Jesus also talks about fruitful branches being pruned (v2). This might feel uncomfortable at the 
time, but longer time the purpose is clear - to makes even more fruitful! Do any people in the group 
have stories of their own experiences which have acted as a sort of pruning in this way?!!
On Sunday morning I gave three examples of how Jesus describing himself as the vine might 
impact on us today:!!
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Fruit I see (or others see) in me… Fruit I see growing in others



1. If we are all joined in to the vine then that means that welcoming new people in should be a 
natural and instinctive thing for the people of God to do.!

2. If we are all joined in to the vine then that reminds us of the challenge to see our unity being in 
Jesus alone. Often when communities have settled together over time it is lesser things which 
come to define them; a building or a preference for a certain style and so forth, whereas we are 
either united in Jesus or we are not truly united.!

3. If we are all joined in to the vine then we are all together (individually and corporately) called to 
be fruitful.!!

Do any of these examples have a particular resonance with our experiences and understandings? 
Is there one of them which you find particularly challenging and perhaps we need to grasp in our 
Church life together? Share around the room. !

(If there are issues here then perhaps the Home Group leaders could collate any thoughts and 
drop me an email - thanks!)!!
So we have thought about fruitfulness as individuals and what it means to be part of the vine as a 
Church community, bit I wonder what the view is around the room with regard to how people feel 
about this sense of expectation that God seems to have on us, his vineyard? Is this fair and 
reasonable?!!
Have some time in quiet for reflection - how do you see your fruitfulness being apparent in the 
coming season (I say season because I do not want to put a defined timescale on this because 
that will differ from person to person).!

!
Perhaps people could share their own thoughts and pray for each other.!
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Things for our Church life to grasp…

My fruitfulness in the coming season might be…


