
Homegroup notes w/c 8th September 2014!
Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel!!
We are going to be looking at some of the stories about Jesus from 
Matthew’s Gospel in the months ahead. As ever I will try to record the talks on 
Sunday and put them online at www.ChadTalks.org in case you need to catch 
up.!!
Our first story is the episode in which Jesus calls Matthew.!!
Read the story in Matthew chapter 9 verses 9 to 13. Jesus’ instruction to 
Matthew is very simple - Follow me. Is following Jesus really that simple, or is it us that makes it 
more complicated? For all the simplicity of the invitation what did it actually involve for Matthew?!!
If you were Matthew how would you have felt about Jesus’ response to those criticising him eating 
with Matthew? There isn’t a wrong answer to the following question, but have a think and share 
your views with others round the room…!!
What do you think is the most important characteristic of Jesus as you have come to know him?!!
His forgiveness! ! His healing touch! ! His compassion!!
His teaching for life! ! His example! ! ! His showing us what God is like!!
…or there may be something else important to you.!!
Jesus quotes the prophet Hosea. Hosea was told be God to go and marry a prostitute as a symbol 
of God’s persistent love despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. She kept leaving Hosea and he kept going 
to find her and bring her home - just like God kept having to do with His people throughout the Old 
Testament.!!
In particular Jesus quotes from a section in Hosea chapter 6 verses 1 to 6. Read those verses 
together. The Good News Bible heads this section ‘the People’s insincere repentance’. In verses 4 
to 6 especially God speaks to Hosea of how he feels concerning this. He isn’t telling Hosea to tell 
the people to stop offering sacrifices, instead he wants their hearts right. What are the ways we 
might let the weakness of our love for God show?!!
It might be quite difficult for us to do this, but I wondered if people might be able to share 
something of the situations or circumstances where they find being true to God difficult. We need 
to be very sensitive and gentle with each other (and ourselves) in this - pray for each other.!!
If there is some time left over perhaps people might be able to share their favourite verses either 
from Matthew’s Gospel or from the Old Testament Prophets which says something about how they 
approach the Christian life - or simply makes them feel encouraged.

http://www.ChadTalks.org

