
Ephesians chapter 2 verses 1 to 22!
Home Group notes for w/c 8th June 2014!!
We are reading through the letter to the Ephesians over the coming couple of months; the 
emphasis will (I hope) be on trying to make sense of what the letter said to the Christians then and 
what it might be saying now.!!
The letter is divided into a couple of sections in our Bibles (but remember that the original letter 
wasn’t). I also spoke about some of the background to the city itself and that can be found in the 
talk on-line at www.ChadTalks.org.!!
So on to Chapter 2…!!
Verses 1 - 10!!
Last week we mentioned the idea from the Bishops of 10,000 Voices being able to tell their story. 
Stories are very powerful because they are personal, and even (what you might think of as) a very 
boring story is still something which can touch others. Very few of us will have Nicky Cruz “Cross 
and the Switchblade” type stories.!!
Read verses 1 to 10. Paul is telling the big story of how God brings us to life and then prepares us 
for even more to come.Does this ‘big picture’ version resonate with anybody’s experiences? In 
what ways might we feel we have been brought to life? Do you feel that there might be parts of 
your life that are still ‘dead’? How might life come to them?!!
But this Big Picture story is not what will connect with other people (although it is good to know the 
theory), what people want to hear is our story; from death to life and how Jesus has made a 
difference to you. This might be over decades, or it could just be something that has happened in 
the last week. What would you say?!

!
And in the weeks ahead I am going to be praying for the chance to tell my story to…………………..!!
(I know we have thought about this before in Home Groups, but it seems to important and basic to 
our need to be a growing and lively Church community)!!

My story - the key points are…

http://www.ChadTalks.org


Paul would have us respond to all God’s goodness to us with a generous giving of ourselves 
undertaking good deeds. Personally I can’t think of a better good deed than to help someone meet 
Jesus for themselves, but what other responses might we shy away from?!!
Verses 11-22!!
In the second part of the reading we hear about being united as One in Christ. It sounds idyllic, 
doesn’t it? From a Jewish perspective the Gentiles were beyond the pale - there is simply no way 
they could be considered as God’s children. There may well be people we make this assumption 
about too. Perhaps in a moment of quiet we can think individually (and confidentially) whether 
there are any people in our Church that we make this harsh judgment about.!!
For others in our Church it isn’t that they are not God’s children - it is just that they wind us up the 
wrong way. What might it take for this unity in Jesus to be real and evident even in those more 
difficult relationships? (I hope this idea can be discussed without resorting to naming the names of 
those we struggle with!).!!
How can we pray for and with those we struggle with? Is it just a matter of getting on or is there 
more to it than that?!!
What might God be telling us about ourselves through these more complicated relationships?!!
The final verse says that ‘in union with him you too are being built together with all the others into a 
place where God lives through his Spirit’. This looks like one of those promises which we can’t 
always feel as if it is happening, but what might it be like to be in a position where we can truly say 
that we are being built together?!!
Having thought about conflict and about those that irritate us it would be best to finish in prayer:!!
pray for the costly work demanded of each one of us to be peacemakers!
pray for God to bless those we struggle with!
pray for God to use His Spirit to make us one in Christ!!


