
Home Group notes
w/c 7th June 2015

Baptism: being and belonging

We are starting this week to open up the topic of relationships. At 
the ECC Away Day in the autumn we discussed our hope to see 
relationships deepened, and this week I wanted to look at why that 
is important.

We looked at two passages. The first is Psalm 133. Take a moment 
to read this together.

The image of oil running down Aaron’s head and beard might sound a bit messy, but speaks of the 
abundance of blessing upon the priest, Aaron (as the historic figurehead of the people of God). 
Mount Hermon is up on the Lebanon/Syria border and where that meets the Golan Heights in the 
territories occupied by the Israelis at the end of the Six-day War in 1967. Mount Hermon is the 
location of the only ski resort in Israeli territory, so it is cold enough to have snow. And the blessing 
on God’s people from their unity is like having that moisture and water in the heat of Jerusalem on 
Mount Zion. Note here that the blessing that is promised is this - life that never ends, such is God’s 
goodness and the blessing that comes through joyful unity.

Are there ways in which this sense of blessing from unity are already being felt in our Church life? 
Perhaps there are also ways in which our relationships in Church do not feel like a blessing. This 
isn’t the time for a gripe session comparing bad things that might have been said or done, but 
simply to recognise our mutual weakness and shortcomings in this area. Without getting into 
gossip or naming names perhaps we could spend some time thinking about these relationships in 
an attitude of prayer. Make some notes if that is helpful for you to pray and let go.

How would you like to see St chad’s blessed by God if we can ‘live together in harmony’? Perhaps 
that’s something to note for prayers later.

The second passage we read was Ephesians 4:1-6. We spent time looking at the letter to the 
Ephesians some time back. Read the verses together.Verse 2, in particular, highlights the sense in 
which work is needed by each one of us in order to sustain the high expectation expressed by Paul 
about relationships as part of the unity of the Body. Which of these virtues do people find easier 
than others? If we were writing the list today for an Epistle to the Patchwegians would we add any 
other things to the list?

There are some things I need to say sorry for…

There are some things I need to move on from…



I find there to be something really rich and powerful pondering verses 4 to 6. We are united in 
Christ - one Lord, one faith, one baptism. Why do we hold back from fully entering such potent 
unity? You might want to discuss reasons before I suggest two things I think have something to do 
with it.

I suggest we are wary of the cost of such deep unity and also we can be afraid of allowing 
ourselves to become potentially vulnerable as such unity would inevitably demand.

I highlighted three areas in which our relationships are crucial;

Firstly, it is only when we have good relationships with those outside Church that we can hope to 
speak about Jesus without it sounding like somebody shouting at them. Can you name some 
people for prayer with whom you have such potential relationships? What could you invite them to? 
What might be the thing which allows them to come into our Church family?

It is possible you might not have many names, so perhaps you could discuss ways in which those 
types of relationships might develop.

Secondly, I quoted one of my favourite theologians, Lesslie Newbigin, who wrote that the only real 
way of explaining the Gospel is to have a group of people who live it out. Are there aspects of our 
Church family life (the parts in which you have a direct involvement) where we need to deepen 
those relationships so that we explain the Gospel more clearly?

Thirdly, I looked at the unity that the Spirit gives us, and which we all too frequently overlook or 
fritter away and which Paul discusses in Ephesians 4:1-6. I wouldn’t be surprised if there isn’t a 
variety of views about the meaning of baptism, but where can we find that solid ground in Jesus to 
build unity upon? The most important image from the Baptism service is the passing through the 
waters from slavery to freedom (like the people of Israel through the Red Sea) and from death to 
self to new life in Jesus (like those three days Jesus spent in the tomb before resurrection life).

To finish please spend some time sensitively sharing if people are comfortable those relationships 
which need prayer - for renewing, for healing, for re-shaping.

As we consider the question of deepening our relationships over the coming weeks I would 
welcome your thoughts on this matter. How can we build each other up? How can we make space 
for healing and restoration? How can we draw those on the fringe more deeply into that sense of 
belonging? Over to you.


