
Home Group notes for w/c 4th January 2015 

Epiphany and the New Year 

First of all, a Happy New Year to each of you - especially if I 
was not able to say that to you face to face on Sunday!

We were thinking about the Feast of Epiphany which falls on 
the 6th January, and is when we are supposed to think about 
the arrival of the Wise Men. We generally include them in our Nativities and Carols on the 25th, so 
we didn’t refer to them very much. However, there is an important part to the idea of Epiphany 
which ties in with New Year and that is the invitation to look back and forward and reflect on how 
we might come to see Jesus in a new way. We sometimes refer to a moment as being ‘an 
epiphany’ when we realise something new or it is like a revelation. I asked how, for those of us who 
have been Christians for many decades, we might continue to see Jesus in a new way.

The first reading we used was Jeremiah 31:7-14. Poor old Jeremiah has a reputation as being 
miserable and always lamenting, but that is not true in this passage. He is looking forward to the 
people returning from exile, rejoicing as they arrive at their homes and excited about going up to 
Zion to worship. Have someone read the passage. Are there any particular verses which strike 
anyone in the group? Why?

Jeremiah’s joy is not so much because of the return from exile (as wonderful as that was going to 
be) but because of the people having learnt about the consequences of their disobedience and 
their desire, therefore, for a fresh start close to their God. What can we share that, maybe, we have 
learnt from the last twelve months? Where might we recognise that we have let God down or 
drifted as a Christian? (It might not be something everybody is comfortable sharing).

The exile lasted for 70 years and was not easy or painless. Sometimes our hardest lessons come 
this way. Are there situations we have found ourselves in which have been painful but where the 
greatest opportunities to re-learn about God’s goodness might lie?

The second reading was from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1 verses 3 to 14. Read that 
together. Paul is also drawing his readers’ attention to some basics. Do any of the ideas Paul 
mentions strike a chord with anyone in the group? Which of them might have been written for us in 
Patchway to take note of?

What can we learn together about seeing Jesus in a new way? For the Wise Men they were seeing 
Jesus for the first time. The obvious decisions they made about looking in a palace were wrong, 
and they had to learn to walk by faith - following a star to who knows where. Jeremiah and Paul 
were both writing to people who knew God for themselves, and had done for some time, and so 
there is a strong sense of the need to go back to be reminded of God’s goodness and purposes.

What do you need to be reminded of, do you think?

I finished on Sunday by outlining some of the things that make me excited about 2015

• praying on a Wednesday in Church at 9am
• ‘The Fold’ community cafe starting this week
• the opportunities for people to come to know Jesus for themselves in our Church
• longing to see the “face” of St Chad’s have a smile from being encouraged seeing God at 

work.

Are there any things in your Christian life which excite you looking forward?


