
Home Group notes

w/c 30th August 2015

We are starting a new theme for the autumn based on the seven statements in 
John’s Gospel where Jesus says “I am…”. I hope that through this series we will 
understand some new things about Jesus, but also gain some confidence in being able to talk to 
somebody about our faith.

As ever, the talks should be available on-line at www.ChadTalks.org, so you can listen to them 
again if you need to.

Would it be fair to say that most of us are a little uncomfortable about sharing our faith - even with 
someone who seems interested? How can we learn to deal with this?

We looked at two specific passages on Sunday. The first was Exodus 3:1-14. Read this story 
through. I was struck by the difference between how God revealed Himself to Moses and how God 
seemed to expect Moses to convince the people. (I must say I have some sympathy with Moses on 
this one). How would you describe this difference? Does this correspond with anybody’s 
experiences?

In chapter 4 we read how God gives Moses some miraculous powers and then a companion. Do 
we feel alone or in need of reinforcements when we try to talk to others about Jesus?

Our second reading was Mark 8:27-30 and tells of Peter’s confession of who Jesus is. Read this 
short passage together. The earlier verses in this chapter deal with several miraculous events (and 
the refusal of Jesus to perform a miracle for the Pharisees). Peter’s realisation of who Jesus was 
comes off the back off seeing Jesus close up for some time, and yet we know that Peter’s 
understanding was still far from complete. Does the confidence of Peter make us feel inadequate, 
or does the fact that he still has a long way to go give us reassurance? What do people think in the 
group?

On Sunday I said that the majority of people in the Bible who speak to others about God seem to 
have been chosen NOT because they are especially qualified or capable, but more in order to 
emphasise God’s power at work - after all it is about Him and not us. Are there people in the Bible 
or in Church history that we look to as good examples of people who speak to others? Do these 
match my idea about their not necessarily being the most obvious or qualified people?

I also tried to strike a balance between speaking as the act of describing what Jesus means to us 
using words, and speaking by the way we live - actually demonstrating that we trust God in all 
things. How important are these two aspects do you think? Are they “either/or” or “both/and”? What 
are the ways that our lifestyles fall short of our words?

It would be good to draw to a close in prayer. Are there specific people on our hearts that we would 
love to be able to talk to, or to invite, or (in some way we don’t know yet) somehow to offer them a 
glimpse of God’s love? Perhaps names could be shared and prayed for. It might be useful to make 
a note of the names and then to pray over the weeks ahead for opportunities.
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