
Jesus, according to Mark 

Responding to the risen Jesus 

Sunday 26th November 2017 

As ever, the talk was meant to be available on line at www.ChadTalks.org. Sadly “operator error” 
means that I didn’t turn my dictaphone on properly, so these home group notes are to help you 
work through some of the questions for yourself. I also refer back to Becky’s sermon from the 
evening service last Sunday, so listen to that if you have a moment.


We read Mark 16:1-8 - a very minimalist telling of the first Easter morning. Be careful to read see 
few verses just as they are. Imagine this was the only recorded telling of the resurrection story you 
had ever heard. was would you think differently? 


It is thought that because the first generation of non-Jewish Christians would have been 
converted by someone like Paul speaking about the risen Jesus, that their need was for more 
teaching about the things Jesus did and said before Holy Week. Why is this so important for all of 
us?


In the talk I spoke of three ways in which we respond to the resurrection morning story. You may 
have had your own experiences of each of these - that’s really important because God works and 
deals with us all differently, and each person’s story can be an amazing encouragement to others!


The first was conversion - not necessarily the first light-bulb moment where it all made sense, but 
more the first time there was an intention about walking with Jesus. I never had a “Damascus 
Road” experience because I was always went to Church. I may not even be able to recall the very 
first intentional moment when I stepped out in some way, but I can pinpoint one episode which 
was the first significant moment when me following Jesus made a difference to a friendship I had 
been part of. Are you able to think of a “conversion” moment for yourself - a significant first - and, 
if so, please share it to encourage others. Make a note of it, and perhaps take a moment to think if 
there was a reason that you made this step on that day.


It doesn’t matter if you can’t pinpoint one moment! The real point I was trying to convey was that 
we each need to be converted and then reconverted, and then converted a bit more, and then 
again and so on. The first one doesn’t really matter - only the most recent. Does anyone have a 
“most recent” moment of re-conversion to share? What brought that about?


The second point was around the final verses in Mark and their noting that the women ‘ran from 
the tomb, distressed and terrified. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.’ (Mark 
16:8). That last sentence is probably the one evangelistic strategy we almost always opt for! The 
point here is not their silence, rather the fact that their emotions were alive and engaged with their 
situation. As good Anglicans and Methodists, we seem to have a concern about expressions of 
emotion in Church and our worship. There are probably some good reasons for this, but this can 
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also create a disconnection between us and God. Perhaps we might consider for a few moments 
what we wish to avoid regarding emotions, but what we might lose if we remove them altogether.


Can we truly encounter God if we leave our emotions at home? 


Can we receive the healing we all need if we discard our feelings?


The final point was that the women and then the disciples did something with their experience 
of the risen Jesus. We think of Good Friday as being the crux (literally!) of our faith - that moment 
when the price for our wrongdoing is paid, and the curtain is torn in the Temple to demonstrate 
that our way back to God has been made clear. But, we know that wasn’t the end.


How do you understand the resurrection. It took a few decades before Paul and others were at 
the point where they could contemplate the true implications of that moment. Here are a few;


1 Cor 15:20 describes how what happened to Jesus is a promise for those who have already died 
(and therefore us too). Rev 21:1-7 needs to be thought of too here. Note that a new heaven 
comes down to a new earth (not the other way round). There is something profoundly physical 
and earthly in the New Testament’s understanding of resurrected life. No clouds, lyres or pearly 
gates are mentioned!


Eph 2:4-5 suggests that even before we experience resurrection ourselves we are brought to life 
with Christ. What might that mean for us?


Phil 2:4-11 paints a fantastic picture of Jesus, equal with God and yet chasing to be a servant. In 
particular v9 suggests that the resurrection is as a direct result of Jesus’ humility and obedience. 
How does this challenge our attitudes, especially how we see ourselves?


Does one of those speak to your today? Is there one you need to go and think about?


You might have another verse which has spoken to you in the past about the significance or 
meaning of Jesus being raised from the dead. Please do share and discuss these as well.


I finished by mentioning the four areas we were considering at the ECC Away Day at the end of 
September. Each of these might be seen as a way of continuing the work of mission that began 
with the first disciples and their response to meeting Jesus risen from the dead. These were;


• making disciples

• growing leaders

• engaging with the 20s and 30s

• encouraging generosity


Pray as a group around these issues. Perhaps one in particular is close to your heart. If so, please 
highlight it in the list above and commit to praying about that on your own in the days ahead.



