
Home Group notes

w/c 25th October 2015

“I am the resurrection and the life”

We are looking at the seven “I am…” statements in John’s Gospel. What did Jesus mean when he 
spoke, but also how might His explanation of who He was come to help us be able to express our 
faith to others?

As ever the talks are available at www.ChadTalks.org if you want to listen again or catch up.

We had a slant on the morning concerning healing, as it was a healing service. Perhaps it might be 
helpful to share around the group any stories of healing that might encourage the group.

We looked at this question from two angles. The first connected with our reading from Isaiah 35. 
Read this passage together. Isn’t it a wonderful picture of God’s restoring work taking place? But it 
takes place in the midst of real concern over the aggressive attentions of the Assyrians, a threat 
which would have meant the end of the nation of Israel and which the prophets had been talking 
for some time, seeing it as a punishment for long-term waywardness from God. There are some 
fabulous verses in this very short passage. Are there any which stand out as real 
encouragements?

An important element to consider is that Isaiah was writing about the return of the exiles, and we 
know they did return, but the completeness of Isaiah’s prophecy is still to come about - there is a 
“now and not yet” aspect to these words.

Spend a few moments considering people, situations (including your own) where you would love to 
see some of God’s restoration - healing, wholeness, liberation, new life etc.

Make some notes for prayer later.

We also read John 11:17-27, which is part of a longer episode concerning the raising of Lazarus 
which spreads from v 1 to 44.

If Jesus had a “formula” for healing or raising the dead then I can’t see it. All the various stories in 
the Gospels are different in so many details. The common threads seem to be Jesus recognising 
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an opportunity for the Kingdom to be proclaimed, or for God to be glorified - but why one and not 
another is a question beyond our reckoning.

Within the group are there any stories where someone has been healed in some way straight 
away? Or perhaps healed after a long time of prayer? Or perhaps one in which the prayer is on-
going?

I was struck by Martha’s words to Jesus in John 11:21-24. I think I can have faith that we will rise 
again in the future, but I often wrestle with praying for a healing here and now. What things hold us 
back form being confident in our healing prayers? What do we think are the important elements 
needed when praying for oneself or another?

We are also thinking about the way in which these “I am…” sayings might help us speak to others 
about Jesus. Has anybody had an experience of being able to share a healing story, or something 
about being restored, in conversation with a non-Christian?

Does anyone have a story that they could share if they had to? Have a go at telling those stories 
as simply as possible.

Pray for those things we noted down where we recognise the need for healing or restoration.


