
Being a disciple - Home Group notes!
part iii - being obedient!!
We are thinking about what it might mean for us to be 
disciples and specifically this week what it might mean to be 
obedient.!!
Does anyone have anything to share for prayer or 
encouragement this week? How are people feeling about 
the challenges that being a disciple presents to us?!!
As we start to think about obedience perhaps there might 
be things to share; experiences (maybe positive and 
negative) that come to mind from the word obedience.!!
The passage read on Sunday was John 8:31-40. Read this together. What do we make of the 
repeated link that Jesus makes between obedience and freedom? Does anybody feel free when 
they obey Jesus or perhaps the sense of having to be obedient feels like a burden?!!
The best parallel idea to being a disciple is that of being an apprentice. Has anybody experienced 
an apprenticeship? If so, it might be possible to explain what is different in an apprenticeship from 
other ways of learning.!!
As we think about obeying Jesus in order to be his disciple it is worth spending a moment trying to 
think of the various types of things that Jesus gave as instructions. We tend to associate 
obedience with rules, but Jesus seems to give very few of those. His hearers would have known 
and obeyed the Ten Commandments, but look at the way Jesus treated that well known list. Some 
he makes even tougher (how on earth are we to obey passages like Matthew 5:21-22?), whilst 
others he seems to be very loose with (look at how he was criticised, along with his disciples, in 
Matthew 12:1-8). How might we hold to be true to the Ten Commandments and yet also be true to 
Jesus’ interpretation of them? This quote might help!!

Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the most important commandment. The 
second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself.’ The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on these 
two commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40)!!

On Sunday I divided obedience up into four parts. How we behave (keeping the rules), how we act 
(relating to other people), how we react (how we cope when things go wrong) and how we think 
(how we are open to God in situations). Do we find any of these notably more challenging than the 
others? Why?!!
Let’s spend a moment thinking about each one in turn - aware that each one will feel different for 
each one of us. I list them below along with the Bible verses I used as quotes, and it is important 
that this is not a theoretical discussion, but an honest sharing that allows us to pray for each other 
as we seek to all grow as disciples of Jesus.!!
How we behave!!
We are caught in a bit of a trap here. On the one hand we want to live in tune with God’s 
instructions for what is best for us, but on the other we also live in and amongst people who are 
very sensitive to being looked down on or being judged in some way. Certainly we need to 
remember what Paul wrote in Romans 3:23!!
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everyone has sinned and is far away from God's saving presence.!!
How do we avoid being seen as judgemental or looking down on people? How can we avoid the 
same mistakes the Pharisees made and not become bogged down in rules? In particular how can 
we live “by the rules” but also demonstrating that freedom that Jesus spoke of?!!
How we act!!
Jesus was exemplary in the way he treated other people - especially the sinful and down-trodden 
in society. How on earth can we hope to replicate this in our own lives?!!
Where are the places around you in which you find it hardest to be as loving and compassionate 
as Jesus was?!!
How we react!!
It is often in our reactions that we most clearly demonstrate how closely we are following Jesus as 
a disciple. We all get annoyed or irritable with others - so how do we grow to become more like the 
apprentice-master? The verses I quoted on Sunday were!!

rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ (1 Peter 4:13)!!
we have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth (John 1:14)!!

Both of these were written by men who had seen Jesus crucified! This touches again on the 
reading from the first part of this from Romans 5:1-5. Can we encourage each other in our 
reactions? How?!!
How we think!!
Paul is clear about how we are to learn how to think more like Jesus!!

Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you 
inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of 
God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect. (Romans 12:2)!!

What do we think Paul might mean by “the standards of this world” if he was here today? How 
might we let God do this work of inner transformation?!!
Some of these are tough things, and this is the work of a lifetime for us (we will never truly be like 
Jesus). From what we have thought about today share those things you find hardest and pray for 
each other. Make a few notes so that you can share how you’ve been getting on next time you 
meet.!!
If anyone is feeling dejected as a result of thinking about this then read these verses together, 
words written by Paul who surely must have been a good disciple - wasn’t he?!!

And our Lord poured out his abundant grace on me and gave me the faith and love 
which are ours in union with Christ Jesus. This is a true saying, to be completely 
accepted and believed: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I am the 
worst of them, but God was merciful to me in order that Christ Jesus might show his full 
patience in dealing with me, the worst of sinners, as an example for all those who 
would later believe in him and receive eternal life. (1 Timothy 1:14-16)!
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