
Home Group notes

w/c 22nd November 2015

“I am the vine”

We are looking at the seven “I am…” statements in John’s Gospel. What did Jesus mean when he 
spoke, but also how might His explanation of who He was come to help us be able to express our 
faith to others?

As ever the talks are available at www.ChadTalks.org if you want to listen again or catch up.

This week we looked at John 15:1-17 where Jesus describes himself as the true vine. Read the 
passage together. Perhaps spend a few moments - it is a familiar chunk of text. Do any verses 
stand out? Do any verses feel like they are being spoken directly to you or to us as a Church? 
Share that around the group.

Humans are frequently described as social beings, and rightly so. The Trinity demonstrates God 
as relationships, not just as person and if we are made in God’s image then we are equally 
relational. Admittedly, some are more outgoing than others, but the general rule holds true.

We look for different types of relationships in different places. Church is a good place to have 
relationships, but not the only place. Fill in the table below for yourself (you don’t have to share this 
if you don’t want to - it is meant to make you think about where you find your social needs fulfilled).

Ideally, I think, we would each have a balance of the different “depths” of relationship both in and 
out of Church. Perhaps there might be a reason that you can think of for you if there is an 
imbalance and you have either the majority or the minority of your links in Church.

On Sunday I made a comment which has come out of some things I have been praying and 
reflecting on;

we are good at welcoming people’s needs
we are less good at welcoming people’s gifts

In Church Not in Church

Large number of low level 
relationships (e.g. 
congregation size)

Number of tighter 
friendship groups (e.g. 
home group size)

Small number of very close 
bonds

who do
you

say that
I am?

http://www.ChadTalks.org


A Church would be a very poor one indeed if it was unwilling to let people in who had needs, but I 
do detect a sense of wariness when people come to us who seem to be able to do something well 
- might they do it better than me? Will it make us do things differently?

You might have a view on this, so please feel free to discuss it (although it isn’t the most important 
thing today!).

I also spoke about how many people come to faith because they are able to belong before they are 
expected to believe. I think we do allow this degree of welcoming space already (well done St 
Chad’s!). Is there more we could do? Is there more you could do to make this happen?

Jesus promises that fruitfulness will lead to pruning. It would be really helpful here for me to define 
exactly what fruitfulness might be, but Jesus doesn’t, other than to make a direct connection 
between being united with him (v4) and being fruitful.

In what ways might we rightly think of St Chad’s (or some part of St Chad’s to which you belong) 
as being fruitful? Where, therefore, might we expect some pruning? What might that pruning look 
like? Do we feel excited or threatened by this promise?

Jesus also promises that a lack of fruitfulness with lead to a breaking off. I’m sure there are many 
unfruitful bits to our Church. How can we let Jesus break those branches off? Do we find the idea 
of this exciting or threatening?

I imagine that for both these we can feel genuinely threatened (“what if it’s me that isn’t being 
fruitful?). Can we have a go at putting together some suggestions for what fruitfulness might look 
like? Here is a list of some possible avenues for discussion…

We talk of the fruit of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23 (this relates to personal fruitfulness, 
but Church must encourage the personal aspects of our faith).

We spoke some time ago about the idea of a strategy for growth, which we divided into four 
sections…

Growth in partnership - working alongside other groups outside Church
Growth in influence - being able to speak for others in the public arena, for example
Growth in numbers - more people coming and belonging to Church
Growth in commitment - each person growing as a disciple

I’m sure you can add more of your own.

Spend some time drawing to a close by praying for each other - where do we long to see fruit grow 
in our lives, our small groups and our Church-wide congregation? Where do we long to see fruit 
grow in the wider communities that we are part of?


