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Colossians 3:12-17
Part ii

We are working through the list of the characteristics of a disciple as outlined by Paul in Colossians 
3:12-17. The talk which these notes refer to was recorded and is online at www.ChadTalks.org if you want 
to listen.

We looked at two passages of scripture on Sunday morning. The first being Colossians 3: 12-13 and the 
second being Matthew 18: 15-17. These passages are about forgiveness, bearing with each other and 
dealing with conflicts among us. What part of these passages do you find most challenging?  
 
Paul talks about bearing with each other, acknowledging that humans do fall out – we have to choose to 
tolerate and love each other. Do you feel like churches are a good place for people to fall out? Have you 
any stories of when you had a falling out with somebody at church, but ended up forgiving them?

In the Matthew passage, Jesus talks about challenging behaviour in other people’s lives. When have you 
avoided talking to someone who may have hurt you. Did you regret not talking to them later?

Andy mentioned Luke 6: 41 when Jesus asks “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's 
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?” How easy is it for us to think about other people’s 
sin ahead of our own?  
 
Forgiveness is never easy, what do you think is the hardest part of forgiving someone? Is that harder when 
they are a Christian?

It’s good to talk about issues, even in the church, what do you think happens when issues and hurt is 
ignored?

What might be the reasons that someone might not approach someone who has hurt them?

In our individualistic world, we often think about our own Christian walks as very personal, why do you think 
that Paul includes the words ‘bear with each other’ when describing how a disciple should live?

Are there areas in your own life in which you have not forgiven someone? Is there anybody in church that 
you need to apologise to for holding a grudge?  
 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
We want to learn to be more like you as disciples. Please help us to forgive and bear with our brothers and 
sisters in you. Teach us to be tolerant and loving to one another.  
Amen

Forgive one 
another… 
Col 3:13
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