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Five pictures of Church

As we round off thinking about relationships we look at 5 pictures used in the New Testament to 
describe the Church.

The first is that of the family. We read Ephesians 2:19. Are there any other 
passages that use this image?

How do we feel about the idea of being in God’s family? I think this is quite a 
reassuring image, but does belonging to a family bring with it obligations? How 
might they translate over to Church life?

The key element of family, for me, is that once we are a part of our family we remain a part of it; 
thick and thin or for good or ill. What do you think?

The second is that of the body. I’m sure we are all familiar with this idea, not 
least from 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. Paul criticises those who see themselves as 
being more important or significant, whereas he sees the body as a complete 
organic unit of many parts, each of them different, but the whole only working 
when the individual parts all combine.

How do we feel about being the body of Christ? Do you feel a valued and 
valuable part of it? Or perhaps you feel a peripheral part of no significance? Or maybe you don’t 
really want to be part of it? 

The key element here, for me, is that of being united for a common purpose despite differences of 
background, understanding, experience, gifting and so forth. Do you agree?

The third image is that of the bride. We used Revelation 21:2 for this. Isn’t tis 
image a bit too soppy to say anything meaningful to us?

The thrust of the book of Revelation is to urge the Christians to be faithful and 
wait - despite persecution and difficulties (far worse than we face). We might not 
know the date of the wedding, but even so like a bride counting the days and 
preparing, so we are called to be faithfully waiting.

I’ve done loads of weddings in my time, and each one is different, but at each one the bride was 
the most beautiful bride anybody had ever seen - it was her day. So too for us, even though we 
might think of ourselves as a rather plain old spinster of a Church, yet we are loved by the most 
handsome bridegroom (Jesus) and we are going to be his bride! Would we see ourselves at St 
Chad’s differently if we recognised this love more confidently?

I find this image encourages me to be patiently waiting by getting ready and being faithful. What 
does it make you think of?

The fourth image is that of a temple. We read 1 Peter 2:5. The temple in 
Jerusalem was a holy place because it was the place where God’s presence 
resided. Nothing ordinary or everyday or unclean or ‘only just good enough’ was 
tolerated - everything had to be precious and clean. The word holy means ‘to be 
set apart for a purpose’. Sadly, in common usage today holy has become 
normally associated with the idea of being ‘holier than thou’. How can we be 



seen to be holy without being holier than thou?

We might feel like a very ordinary bunch of Christians here in Patchway, but there is design and 
purpose going on behind the scenes.

I find tremendous encouragement in this image because I see myself as incomplete and hugely 
imperfect, but I can also see myself as something (a living stone in Peter’s words) which is being 
shaped and fashioned by the master craftsman to fit in exactly the right place in the temple wall. Is 
that an idea which encourages you, or does this image speak to you differently?

The fifth and final image is that of the lampstand and we read Revelation 1:20. 
Each lampstand is associated with one of the seven Churches in the area of Asia 
Minor. Here a Church would mean all the Christians living in a city, even if they 
didn’t actually worship in the same place (the early Christians had no large 
buildings to allow them to do this and frequently would have to meet in small 
enough groups to fill somebody’s main room).

If you have time read at least one of the letters to the seven Churches that are in Revelation 
chapters 2 to 4. They don’t pull many punches, do they? I often wonder what the angel of the 
church in Patchway would say to us. I’m sure there would be some encouragement, but also some 
criticism.

I like the idea of the local Church being the stand upon which the light of Jesus is held aloft, but 
there is also something challenging in the Revelation passage - the lamp stands are called to 
account for their failings. What does this image say to you?

So we have looked at five images in the New Testament to describe the Church.

       Family      Body       Bride       Temple  Lampstand…

Which one of these do you think describes St Chad’s most accurately? And which one least 
accurately?

What do we need to work on as a Church community, do you think?

Best describes…

…and worst?

What do we need to do?


