
Homegroup notes
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Matthew 22:15-22

“Render to Caesar…”

Familiar words from Jesus this week, but ones which are crucial. They are quoted in all three of the 
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), and so we know therefore that irrespective of the 
understanding each of the writers had about Jesus they all agree that these words were important.

Jesus is in Jerusalem in the final week of his life, and the religious authorities are looking for ways 
of either trapping him into something they can arrest him for, or something which will lessen his 
popularity with the crowd so if they do arrest him then he will have to go quietly.

Read the passage together.

On Sunday I tried to draw two points from this passage which, I hoped, would challenge us to think 
about how we see God’s rule in this world.

The first is based on the opponents who come to Jesus. The Pharisees and the supporters of 
Herod had almost nothing in common other than their dislike of Jesus (they were at totally opposite 
ends of the political spectrum). So how could they combine so comfortably together? This led me 
to think about how we can often overlook something fundamental to our faith in order to oppose 
somebody. This in turn led me to reflect a little on one of the major strands of Archbishop Justin’s 
priorities.

He spoke recently about the need for reconciliation. What sort of situations and circumstances are 
there locally and nationally where reconciliation is going to be vital?

The Archbishop spoke about how we as the Church can only hope to be people who bring 
reconciliation if we first prove that we can be reconciled to those with whom we disagree. What are 
the issues which cause us to need reconciliation with others in our own lives (this is potentially 
quite a painful question for some - nobody has to share anything they feel uncomfortable with and 
please allow for the fact somebody else may be sharing something quite raw for them so be gentle 
with each other). How might we be reconciled to each other? I am especially interested to hear 
how we as a Church community might learn to be reconciled to each other, so please make some 
notes if you need to so that somebody can email me your group’s suggestions.

Can we be reconciled to somebody without there being at least some sort of risk or generosity on 
our part? If we are reconciled to somebody with whom we disagree does that mean they you then 
have to agree with them subsequently? If not then what has changed?

My second point relates to Jesus’ reply. I tried to explain how Jesus, being a good Jew, would have 
seen no dividing line between a person’s religious life, financial life, private life and so forth. So 
when Jesus says to give the Emperor what is his and then give God what belongs to him he was 
certainly NOT saying that some things don’t belong to God.



What might be the ways in which we perhaps hold back what Jesus would have thought belonged 
to God? How can we encourage each other to see all we have and all we are as belonging to God 
and therefore are to be given to and used for Him? Does that idea cause any concern?

A final question relates to how we will respond to the various debates that will be coming up in the 
General Election due next May. I hope that the home groups will not (at this meeting at least) try to 
decide who to vote for, but I would be interested to hear from the groups what they see as the key 
issues that are going to be involved in the campaigns. Do these issues have any overlap with our 
faith? If so, where? As a starter for ten I offered the verses Deuteronomy 10:17-19 and Amos 5:11 
in relation to the way the media seems to be building up the public debate about immigration, 
taxation and benefits.

Don’t try to solve these issue now! But please do spend a moment praying for Christians in the 
political arena, that they might honour God in their views and actions and be able to rise above 
simplistic soundbites.

Pray for each other too - we’ve possibly shared something about being reconciled which may have 
been painful and we have tried to be honest with ourselves about where we hold things back from 
God.


