
Home Group notes

w/c 17th June 2018

Recognising the voice of the Good Shepherd


A recording of the talk will be posted on our www.chadtalks.org page, 
so if you missed it or want to hear it again in preparation for Home 
Group please feel free.


We went a bit off piste this week, looking at one of the ‘I am’ sayings 
in John’s Gospel - although it does have a connection to the teaching 
from Exodus. 


What can we learn about hearing the voice of the Good Shepherd, 
recognising it and then following? Phil did some amazing artwork with 
the children which is hanging on the front of the altar in the side chapel 
- do go and have a look. It has sheep following the shepherd, and the 
people of Israel following the pillar of fire.


Read the passage, John 10:7-16. John gives little in the way of geographical clues, or even lets us 
know the sort of people Jesus was talking to. I was reminded of similar types of teaching in the 
other Gospels, for example Matthew 11:30 where Jesus speaks of himself in such a way that it 
intimates there are others who are not like him, and I suggest that a response such as we read of 
in Matthew 21:45-46 from the Pharisees and chief priests means that there were those who knew 
full well to whom Jesus was referring, even if he didn’t spell it out to his hearers.


Jesus makes two significant points. The first is about being the good shepherd, not like a hired 
hand (v11 onwards). He strikes a blow at the religious leaders at the start of these verses (John 
10:8) and he twists the blade further in verses that follow. Unlike these “thieves”, Jesus comes to 
offer us life - life in all its fulness.


Is your experience of following Jesus ‘life in all its fulness’? What would you say ‘fulness’ means 
for you? Please note - Jesus says fulness, not easiness! Would it be fair to say that from God’s 
perspective ‘fulness’ ought to include a significant amount of what Paul writes about in Ephesians 
4:1-16. Are there other passages we might consider to help us understand fulness in this way? Is 
there a way to a fulness which isn’t about maturity, and therefore doesn’t involve a degree of 
struggle and hardship? Our look at the book of Exodus gives us multiple examples where the 
people were on the road to the Promised Land, but the journey was as much about them 


The second major point is about us coming to hear and recognise the voice of the shepherd. 
Jesus speaks of knowing his sheep and them knowing him (v14-15). This suggests a degree of 
intimacy and closeness in the relationship. I then looked at three aspects of this based on my 
experience.


1. I talked about expecting to hear the voice of the shepherd. Do we anticipate that we may hear 
from the shepherd, or do we act and pray as if he will have to shout louder if he has anything to 
say? I recognise times when I have not expected to hear the voice of the shepherd, and I would 
say that those times are when my Christian weak has become stale and stagnant. Does that 
resonate with anyone else, or have others experienced this differently?


What actions can we take so that we are anticipating that Jesus might speak as we pray and 
worship? I say anticipate because I am not presuming he will every time. There are times when I 
think Jesus has spoken at a time when I have not anticipated he might, but I think this is rare (for 
me at least - your experience may be different).


2. I spoke about recognising the voice of the shepherd over the noise. The video we watched on 
Sunday had a shepherd calling his sheep despite a strong wind muffling his voice, and the mist 
making it difficult to see where the sheep were (if you didn’t see the clip and you have access to 
YouTube I will put a link on the ChadTalks page for this talk).
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What things external to us act like noise to prevent us hearing the good shepherd call us? 


I wonder if we then ask the same question about things that are internal to us then there may be 
far more answers. For me, the noise is often my brain racing away and not being still enough to 
listen, but I am also aware of the times my pride or anger have spoken more loudly than the good 
shepherd. What about you?


3. I thought about how we obey the voice of the shepherd. Why is obeying so difficult for us? In 
many ways, are we very different from the people in the wilderness from Exodus?


Having considered those three, would there be any you would add or change from my list?


In order to avoid a potential red herring, it is worth making the point also about v16. Jesus was 
speaking to a Jewish audience and there was a lot of turmoil in the early Church over the extent 
to which a Gentile had to become a Jew before he or she could become a Christian. Jesus here 
opens the door for non-Jews to follow him - as long as they listen to his voice. Hopefully that is 
what we are doing today! Jesus was not speaking to a Christian audience and thereby suggesting 
that there are other flocks still (as some seem to want to interpret this verse).
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