
Ephesians chapter 3 verses 1 to 21!
Home Group notes for w/c 15th June 2014!!
Is there anything to feed back from the last couple of weeks in Ephesians, or anything that has 
stuck with people since last week? I hope so - please do share together.!!
This week we are looking at chapter 3. Somebody read verses 1 to 13. Note that verse 1 begins 
“For this reason…” - what reason might this be?!!
Last week we considered Eph 2:10 where Paul argues that ‘in our union with Christ Jesus he 
created us for a life of good deeds’.Paul seems to pick this up again in 3:2 - he saw all his work as 
the Apostle to the Gentiles as being something akin to good deeds. How could Paul have been so 
sure that he was doing the right thing? Let us look at a couple of snippets from his life.!!
• Read Acts 11:22-26 - Paul is personally selected and mentored by Barnabas (the encourager) 

in discipling and Church planting in response to the immense need in Antioch…!
• Read Acts 11:27-30 - …but Paul was also conscious of the physical needs of others.!
• Read Acts 14:1 - Paul and Barnabas continue to serve together and their ministry is undeniably 

fruitful.!
• Read Acts 18:1-4 - Paul worked to support his ministry so that he was not a burden and his 

ministry was sustainable.!!
So how might we learn from the steps that Paul went through what the ‘good deeds’ might be for 
which we are made?!!
It would seem that the encouragement from Barnabas - recognising the need and then identifying 
the person to help solve it - was a key part. Surely we can learn from Barnabas and help each 
other identifying what the good deeds for which we are made might be. Who encourages you? 
Who do you encourage?!!
I would hope that as a group you might be able to encourage and challenge on another on this.!!
We seem to be very aware of set-backs. Paul seems to have viewed them differently. In verse 13 
he begs the Ephesians not to be discouraged. What sort of things discourage us in our Christian 
life? How might we work with each other to prevent this?!!
Verses 14 to 19 take the form of a prayer for the Ephesians. What are the things which Paul asks 
on their behalf?!!
A couple of things which strike me…!!
I have been trying to ponder verses 16 and 17. Paul asks that the Ephesians would be given power 
through his Spirit to be strong in their inner selves and that Christ would make his home in their 
hearts through faith. What might these two requests mean? Are they things we would pray 
ourselves and each other?!!
I have also been thinking about verses 18; how broad and long, how high and deep, is Christ’s 
love. There is always more to know and understand, so how might we go about exploring this 
immensity of love for us? What does that much love mean for us? When I spoke on Sunday I tried 
to emphasise my feeling that getting to know more of this love was a challenge for us to risk more 
rather than to seek more comfort without making any effort. Do you think that is fair to say? If so 
then what are you/we going to do about it?!!


