
Home Group notes
w/c 15th January 2017
Colossians 3:12-17
Part i

We are working through the list of the characteristics of a disciple as outlined by Paul in Colossians 
3:12-17. The talk which these notes refer to was recorded and is online at www.ChadTalks.org if 
you want to listen.

We looked at two passages on Sunday evening. The first was Psalm 119 verses 1 to 16. Read 
these verses. They express the delight in returning to God’s word and his instruction. It can be 
increasingly hard as we grow older in our faith, and perhaps have a job in our Church family, to 
maintain that hunger and desire to learn. How do you sustain that attitude in yourselves? 

What would you say is the key thing you have been learning in recent weeks or months which is 
about and for you as a disciple? If there are verses which have helped you then they would be 
really good to share.

The second passage was Colossians chapter 1 verses 15 to 23. This are amazing words about 
Jesus. You may know these verses well, but what are the significant lines or phrases in here for 
you today?

Are there any of these lines or verses which challenge the degree to which we show the truth 
about the importance of Jesus in the way we live?

Paul was writing to the Colossians Church because they were being sucked into the temptation to 
create a mixed set of beliefs where Jesus was one amongst several objects of worship and ways 
to get to God. We can look at them and say how easily they were led astray, but it is vital we pause 
before doing so….unless we are totally confident our lives and discipleship is beyond reproach we 
cannot comment on them. Is it possible nowadays to live a life which is totally free to follow Jesus 
unencumbered by anything else?

For example, Thea asked a killer question at All Age - how do you feel when the world is not 
compassionate? Unless we feel the same degree of compassion that God feels for the broken and 
unjust parts of this world then we do not place him as pre-eminent as we ought!

In your experience, in what ways does the world we live in obscure the clarity of Jesus so that we 
struggle to place him truly top of the pile?

In the morning, Thea spoke about ‘clothing ourselves with compassion’, the first of the our 
characteristics of a disciple. She encouraged us to read the Beatitudes (the beautiful attitudes) 
which are listed in Matthew chapter 5 verses 3 to 11. Read these verses together. Familiar words, 
but is there anything in there which strikes you about the ideal attitude?

A final question from Thea was to ask us to consider where we reflect Jesus. Where are the places 
which need us to be good disciples, so that others see Him clearly? Share those around the room 
and pray for each other in those places.

Dear Lord Jesus. 

We want to learn to follow you as disciples. Teach us, we pray, about our attitudes and character 
so that our world is blessed by you, through us. We ask this in your precious name. 

Amen.

Clothe yourselves 
with compassion… 

Col 3:12
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