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oikos and patria
family and fatherhood

We continue to think about relationships. I love the way that 
people talk about our Church as a family. I think we are in 
lots of ways a really good example of a Church family ,and 
so I wanted to take a moment to think about this idea in a little more depth. What does this mean 
for us? More importantly, how can we make sure we don’t take this for granted - we want our 
relationships to be even deeper!

We read Psalm 28:1-2 and 6-9. These words sound like the sort of thing we might say to God the 
Father when we need his help and protection. In what ways does God being a Father help us to 
relate to him? Do people find this a helpful image?

We then looked at another passage from Ephesians 3:14-21. Take time to read this together. 
These are some really powerful and profound words about Jesus’ love for us. Are there any 
sections of this passage which strike you?

I spoke on Sunday about the way in which the idea of family is used in the Bible; not just for a 
biological family, but also to describe the whole people of God. Paul takes this metaphor and re-
uses it - after all, he is really keen for Gentiles (like us) to see ourselves as fully a part of those 
belonging to God as the Jews. 

What does the idea of being a part of the Church family mean to you? How important is it amongst 
your wider group of relationships?

The Greek work oikos is often used, and an oikos is a household which is more than just the 
biological family but includes the slaves and those who have been brought in to the family (perhaps 
a relatives children have become orphaned - so they would be brought into the oikos to live under 
the same roof). Sociologists use the word oikos to describe that close group of people we know 
with whom we share face to face interaction. We all need to bring ourselves more into our local 
Church family. What is is that holds you back from this level of face to face interaction that oikos 
calls for? What could we do as a Church family to increase the opportunities for this sort of 
engagement with each other? How do we draw in those on the fringes who don’t get close enough 
to be really “family”?

Specifically in the Ephesians passage we read the word we use in the English versions as “family” 
is that of those who share a common “father”., and in this context Paul is clearly meaning our 
heavenly Father. Quite often in Churches our sense of belonging together comes from a long-
standing attendance in the same building, or (hopefully) as sense of mutual love and respect. Does 
the idea of sharing a common “Father” build this sense of belonging together up?

My thoughts on Church as “family”



It is not uncommon to find people who struggle with the idea of God as Father because of a bad 
experience of their own father, but here Paul puts these images the other way around (verse 14 
and 15). God is THE Father, and other fathers receive the title “father” when they reflect God’s 
fatherliness. Outlined some aspects of what it means for God to be Father on Sunday (self-giving 
love, compassion, bringer of healing and well-being provider and protector, and so forth), which 
means in that sense “father” becomes gender-less, but what would you add to this short list?

Relationships can be sources of great joy, but also can bring the memory of hurt or pain. Pray 
sensitively for those in the group; to grow in their relationships within the Church family, and to 
come to a deeper knowledge of God as their (totally perfect) Father.

My thoughts on God as “Father”


