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Colossians 3:12-17
Part vi

We are working through the list of the characteristics of a disciple as outlined by Paul in Colossians 
3:12-17. The talk which these notes refer to was recorded and is online at www.ChadTalks.org if you want 
to listen.

I was really encouraged recently when I heard people from two Home Groups saying how good their 
discussions had been on this series. I hope that’s the case for you. If so, I wonder why? Hopefully the 
material has hit the spot, as they say, but I think there’s also been a strong sense of momentum with the 
verses being looked at each week. If there’s another reason to add then I’d love to hear it too!

We began by hearing Isaiah chapter 55 verses1 to 11. We are towards the end of the book of Isaiah. Israel 
had fallen from favour with God because of their unfaithfulness to Him, and so they had been conquered by 
the Babylonians and sent into exile, the Temple left in ruins, and being left in this foreign city for 70 years, 
what hope could there possibly be for a future for God’s people? Then we arrive at Isaiah chapters 40 (read 
Isa 40:1-2). God is going to work to change their circumstances. Many of the chapters that follow contain 
some of the most powerful verses in the whole of Scripture (if there’s any particular ones which folks know 
then please share them - there are so many gems in this part of the book).

Read Isa 55:1-11 out loud (and include verses 12 and 13 too). In the Good News the chapter is headed 
‘God’s offer of mercy’, and in it God repeatedly invites the exiles to come, to listen and (v3) to receive a 
promise of restoration.

I chose these verses because I love the way God’s word is portrayed as being active and being sent with a 
definite purpose. When we “study the Bible” it can sound like we are the ones being active, but in Isaiah it is 
the words from God which are active. In this particular chapter the purpose of the word is to encourage and 
give hope to God’s people, and it will achieve this (incredibly, 2700 years later it is still achieving this!). Is 
there an area of your life where you feel like you are in exile, far away from God and where you feel you 
should be? Do these words feel like an encouragement?

The Matthew reading is from the Sermon on the Mount; Matthew chapter 5 verses 13 to 16. We frequently 
apply these to each of us as individuals being salt and light, but here Jesus is speaking to a group of 
people (the “you” is plural) and yet the light is singular (compare this with Phil 2:15).

We can witness as individuals by following Jesus, and we can witness as a Church family by each one of 
us following Jesus (but I think that’s like Paul's “lights”) which makes me convinced that Jesus also saw a 
way in which our being together will act as a light. What things do you think it important we do “visibly” so 
that we are not hiding our light under a bowl?

One of my favourite theologians, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, went as a missionary to India in the 1930s, but 
when he came back to the UK in the 1970s he was struck by the change in society, not least the extent to 
which Christianity had become sidelined. He thought deeply about how we might represent Jesus in this 
changed landscape and he addressed his ideas in a book titled ‘The Gospel in a Pluralist Society’. One line 
from this book still echoes around my imagination fifteen years after first reading it

the only hermeneutic of the gospel, is a congregation of men and women who believe it 
and live by it

by which he means the only way that people can understand what Jesus meant is when they see a group 
of Christians doing what Jesus said. I need to add here that because Jesus spoke so much about 
forgiveness, healing and being restored with God - people can see Jesus at work in us when we get it right, 
but also when we get it wrong and come to acknowledge it, when we are honest, open, humble and fallible 
but gracious. Jesus doesn’t need perfection from us in order to speak volumes! The question, therefore, is 
not how we might live so that nobody ever sees us other than perfect, but actually how can we be open and 

Christ’s message…must 
live in your hearts 

Col 3:16
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vulnerable so that others see the joy of our experiences of healing, forgiveness, reconciliation and 
transformation?

Going back to the Colossians reading (Col 3:16) it says “Christ’s message in all its richness must live in 
your hearts…” I’ve added an emphasis there, but the sentence would work if those words had never been 
included, so what was Paul trying to convey to the Colossian Christians? How can we make this richness 
live in our hearts?

If people feel able to share I wonder what aspects of this are areas where we struggle as individuals? 
Could we pray for each other in a specific area each? (Don’t worry if you can’t think of something specific or 
that you feel able to share publicly).

Dear Lord Jesus,
We want to learn to be more like the first disciples. We know they were far from perfect, but their life 
together was so attractive for outsiders that they longed to join, despite the cost. Help us to live like that for 
our families, friends and neighbours. Give us the confidence to speak words when needed, and the 
courage to live openly for you.
Amen


