
Home group notes - w/c 11th January 2015 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Readings 
 Acts 19:1-7 
 Mark 1:4-11 

This week we were considering two readings which 
have a common theme of Baptism. In the Church 
Calendar this Sunday marked the Baptism of Jesus. 
Given that the verses which tell us of this episode are very short and matter of fact perhaps it is fair 
to ask why that moment deserves to be remembered at all. Let’s look at why.

To start I wonder what people can recall about their own Baptisms? For those who remember them 
clearly I’m sure there are strong memories and a meaning associated with them. What does it 
mean to you now? For those (like me) who can’t remember the actual moment what meaning can 
our Baptisms have for us?

Read Acts 19:1-7. The background here is that Paul is travelling through Asia Minor (Turkey) and 
arrived at the major port of Ephesus. His method was to seek out the God-fearing Jews first, so it 
looks like he found this group of receptive people who had been baptised by John but, presumably, 
also knew about Jesus (hence calling them disciples). Perhaps they had heard Jesus teaching 
before they moved to Ephesus. They had made positive move of repentance when they had heard 
John the Baptist, but they had not received the Holy Spirit. Does that make sense from people’s 
own experiences?

Read Mark 1:4-11. Obviously Jesus didn’t have to be baptised as a mark of repentance - in 
Matthew 3:14 John is recorded as saying that it should be Jesus baptising John, not the other way 
round, but Jesus replies that he is doing what God requires. Baptism has a rich group of 
meanings:-

• marking repentance and being washed clean
• associating oneself with the people of Israel going through the Red Sea (from slavery to 

freedom)
• acting out dying to oneself (going into the waters) and then rising again
• being welcomed into the community of God’s people

Do any of these resonate with your experience or how you feel about Baptism? For me, I would 
have to say that the idea of dying to myself each day is both puzzling (what exactly does it mean in 
my situation) and demanding (it is a lot to ask). How do people in the group feel about this idea?

Jesus’ Baptism began a chain of events which Mark skips over quite quickly, but I think are 
important for us. The Baptism might be thought of as a “high” (the Father spoke and the Spirit 
descended - it must have been quite something) but then Jesus is led into the wilderness and he is 
tempted. This must have been more of a “low”, but notice that in this time of temptation Jesus is 
actually discerning what his ministry was going to be, therefore it was just as important for Him to 
experience the “low” as the “high”. What are the moments for us that are “high” and “low”, and how 
might God use them both together?

On Sunday I made a joke about how some people treat Baptism as if it was a free special offer 
deal for the gym; they sign up, they go once, but then never return. I hope I made the argument 



that Baptism should be thought of more like the beginning of a lifetime of joining in with the ministry 
of Jesus. What do you think that challenge might mean for you today?

Take time to pray for each other around the group. There may be some specific area that has been 
discussed today that is a concern or a new idea for a person - or there may just be things going on 
in the weeks ahead which need prayer.


