
Home Group notes

w/c 10th June 2018

Many chances; stubborn hearts 
and

a just God


A recording of the talk will be posted on our 
www.chadtalks.org page, so if you missed it 
or want to hear it again in preparation for 
Home Group please feel free.


As part of our study in the Book of Exodus, we are looking this week at Pharaoh’s role in the 
plagues. Did he have free will? Did he run out of chances? Did God give up on him - and if so, 
does that mean God will give up on me too?


Our readings were Exodus 9:1-12 and Hebrews 3:7-19. Read the Exodus one first. The main point 
to note here is the we are half way through the plagues - the death of animals is the fifth, boils is 
the sixth. Note the difference between verses 7 and 12. Having given multiple opportunities to 
change his response, God intervenes and takes charge of Pharaoh’s heart. Do you think this is fair 
on Pharaoh? Is it fair on the Egyptian people?


Read the Hebrews passage. This is a different context - the passage is not addressing the 
Egyptians but the people of Israel themselves. Verses 8 and 9, for example, hark back to the 
many times the people tried God’s patience as the wandered in the desert, episodes such as the 
golden calf (Exodus 32) and their complaining (e.g. Exodus 15:22-27). These examples are where 
the people were stiff-necked of their own choice.


On Sunday I showed a photograph of a man ploughing with a pair of oxen, and explained how he 
would use a long stick to prod the back legs of the oxen to make them walk faster, and to tap 
them on their necks to make them turn. The phrase ‘stiff-necked’ therefore refers to this idea of an 
ox resisting an instruction to change its course when told to by the ox-driver.


I used a quote from Isaiah 55:6-7 (although there are quite a few in the Old Testament I could have 
selected). Reads these verses. They capture both the sense of urgency about returning to God 
(‘now that he is near’ - suggests there may be a time when he isn’t) and also the great patience of 
God (‘he is merciful and quick to forgive’). The longer story in the Old Testament is that the 
repeated stubbornness of the people is what led to their defeat and exile (for example read 2 
Chronicles 36:13-21). It would appear that there was a point of no return for them (just as we read 
for Pharaoh), and there were consequences! Is this just, in your view?


Perhaps you may have an example to share of your own experience of being ‘stiff-necked’. What 
made you resist the change of direction and what made you relent? Did you experience 
consequences for your actions? Did you learn something in this episode which has kept you more 
on the straight and narrow since?


My own experience would be that as I resist God my faith cools and plateaus. I am less keen to 
pray and worship, and when I do they feel less vital. Is this similar for others, or are there other 
things to share?


Thinking back to Pharaoh, what would it have cost him to have relented earlier? When we are 
being stubborn, what does it cost us to finally concede to God? What ways are helpful to being us 
back to our senses and get right with God again?


I was thinking back again over the whole Exodus story, and this portion in particular. It is difficult 
to perhaps give a modern day equivalent of the disparity in power between the Egyptians (the 
great pyramids were already 1,000 years old by the time of Joseph) and the rag-tag group of 
Hebrews in an alien land, forced into manual labour and oppressed. How else might God have 
rescued them? As I pointed out on Sunday, by the time of the Passover itself (Exodus 12:29-42) 
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the Egyptians were so desperate to be rid of their Hebrew neighbours that they gave them gold 
and silver in order to reward them for going!


The Book of Exodus has been described by one theologian as the most significant book in the 
Bible because of the way that it captures the stories which form the people of Israel and re-starts 
their journey - not just the geographical one back to the Promised Land, but also the journey of 
discovery of who they were (children of the God of Abraham) and who God is (Moses needs to be 
reminded of who God is when he encounters the Burning Bush). At the start of Exodus there is no 
evidence in the story of a sense of religious life in the people - no sense of worship, or teaching 
about God and seemingly no sense of hope. God only heard their cries! What might we consider 
to be learning about who we are as we look back on where we have come from (you could answer 
that question firstly for yourself, and secondly as a member of our Church family). What have you 
been learning about God from your times when he has seemed absent?


We need to be sensitive as we come to close in prayer. Nobody need to share anything they 
regard as private or confidential to themselves, perhaps a time of quiet might be helpful. Make 
sure everybody is prayed for (even if in a non-specific way) if are happy to be.
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