
Home Group notes 

w/c 3rd Feb 2019 

Praying confidently for one 
another 

We are looking forward to our Lent Course based on Pete Greig’s Prayer Course (https://
www.prayercourse.org) and so to “warm us up” we are going spend four weeks looking at Jesus’ 
teaching in the closing chapters of John’s Gospel, often referred to as the final discourse.


The talk is on wwwChadTalks.org, as usual.


Can you recall a time when you prayed and it felt hugely significant and powerful? Why?


I’m sure you can also recall times when prayer seemed like wading through treacle. Why? What 
was different?


We begin this week looking at John 14:15-27. As in introduction flip back a page in your Bibles 
and you can see that these words take place immediately after Jesus washing his disciples feet 
(John 13:1-20) and the Last Supper (John’s account in John 13:21-30 is quite brief), so we are in 
the Upper Room, Judas has left and there is a strange feeling in the air, so Jesus has to reassure 
his remaining disciples ‘Do not be worried and upset’ (John 14:1).


Read John 14:15-27 together.


Jesus begins by promising ‘another Helper’. Your version may translate this word differently. On 
Sunday evening Trev made the excellent point that all the different words used by the various 
translators are all words that describe the work of a person - and so we begin by reasserting the 
truth that the Holy Spirit is a person, like the Father and the Son; we say He and not It.


But the point Jesus is making to begin with concerns obedience to his commandments. What do 
people think this means? Jesus didn’t leave ‘Ten Commandments’ like Moses coming down from 
Sinai. What are the commandments of Jesus? Is there a priority among these? Matthew 5 gives 
several examples where Jesus makes one of Moses’ Commandments more strict, and then at 
other times Jesus seems to relax others of them (Matthew 12:1-8, for example).


On Sunday I referred to Jesus teaching and also his pattern for behaviour. We might think of all 
these things as part of Jesus’ commandments. Which parts of this do people find easiest, and 
which more difficult? Does this obedience make loving Jesus more costly?


To be clear - we obey out of love. If we obeyed only in order to increase the prospects of our 
prayers being answered, that would not be love.


My second point was connected to the way Jesus speaks of the Father, the Son and the Spirit - 
that most perfect and divine of relationships. If you are able to show a Youtube clip there is a 
snippet about the recent film ‘Stan and Ollie’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zhRfHweg88 . 
Two grown men who clearly loved each other, they danced together and their warmth towards 
each other makes their films all the more wonderful to watch. The Trinity are these things and 
even more so.


Do we struggle to see the Trinity as something other than stained glass windows and Sistene 
Chapel ceilings? Why is it harder for us to picture the Trinity as an intimate relationship?
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When Moses received the Commandments in Exodus 20 the people were fearful (v18) and ‘stood 
a long way off’. The intimacy of the Trinity invites us in to participate in their conversation - this is 
prayer.


One of the outcomes from. the Lent Course would be to get us excited about prayer, especially in 
our small groups. What things make this tricky in your group? What might help?


Is prayer more than just asking for things? If so, what do we think those things might be? What 
other things do people do as part of their prayer life?


Often, it is starting a prayer that is tricky. How do you like to start a prayer? Do you speak to the 
Father, or perhaps you say the name of Jesus, or maybe you address the Sprit? Does it matter? 
What way do you find best? Share it with the group and then when it comes to praying try to start 
a prayer with one of the ways someone else uses.


Spend time praying together in the most comfortable way for the whole group (not just the noisier 
ones who are quite happy praying out loud). Encourage the quieter ones to speak out, and 
encourage the louder ones to leave some space.



