
St Chad’s Patchway
Thinking about Growth (January 2013)

Bristol Diocese has a strategy  for growing Churches. Short videos are 
available to watch on the web site at http://www.bristol.anglican.org/
ministry/growth/vids.html and we are aiming to teach on each of the 
four areas for growth during January  and February, and encouraging 
small groups to discuss this too. If you are not in a small group and 
would like to take part please let Howard know. If you miss some of the 
Sunday’s teaching then the tapes are at the back of Church and can 
also be accessed on-line at www.ChadTalks.org. After you have 
discussed and thought about each section please feed back to Howard 
so we can carry  there ideas forward as we develop a specific vision for 
St Chad’s as a growing Church!

Introduction

Growth is never easy  - in physical terms we talk of ‘growing pains’, and 
the Book of Acts, whilst it contains many  wonderful and encouraging 
examples of growth, also includes some of the problems - not least the 
rift between Paul and the Jerusalem Church over the conversion of 
Gentiles.

It would be really  tempting to put together a Strategy for Growth that 
was based on spending lots of money  or trying to be “trendy” - but at its 
heart a growth strategy  has to be a spiritual activity. This is the really 
painful bit as we face up to difficult questions about our own walk with 
God (discipleship) and willingness to put Jesus at the heart of 
everything that we do (worship), and make ourselves available for and 
vulnerable to people outside (witness).

Every  Homegroup or meeting of Christians is different, and so the 
material is meant to stimulate honest discussion,  mutual 
encouragement and challenge, and prayer for the Church and each 
other. The exact flavour of the group is up to the leaders and the 
willingness of the members to participate.

Please make sure to write down contributions, perhaps on a large 
sheet of flip chart paper, and then we as a Leadership Team can 
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discuss them and then, with the ECC, work on a coherent vision and 
strategy.

13th January - Growth in numbers

Every  Church I have ever been part of has longed for growth, but most 
Churches I have even belonged to have only  managed to keep 
numbers about the same at best. Why  might this be - after all the 
earliest stories of the Church tell of explosive growth? What might be 
some of the things we as a worldwide group of Christians have lost 
sight of?

The Diocese gives the following pointers as helpful suggestions:-

• Encouraging experiences of being welcomed and belonging
• Rethinking our programmes to be more user-friendly
• Thinking about our worship and activities in terms of accessibility
• Starting a fresh expression of church
• Focusing on children and young people
• Make best use of process evangelism courses (Alpha, for example)
• Understanding that, wherever we are, we are sent to be witnesses to 

Christ

(A fresh expression is a church congregation that might meet in a 
venue outside a church building and have a radically different type of 
worship, an example might be Messy Church held in a School on a 
weekday afternoon).

How would you rate St Chad’s against this list? What are we doing 
right? (St Chad’s is not perfect, but there are some good people!)

The passages from Acts are some of the key  verses about the early 
Church, and I think it is vital that we look back and see what our original 
heritage was as the Body of Christ on Earth.

Read Acts 2, especially  verses 1 to 4 and 38 to 42 and Matthew 28 
verses 16 to 20. After reading the Book of Acts can we be in any  doubt 
that Churches are meant to be growing in numbers? Our big problem is 
that we are used to a certain way  of doing church, indeed many  of us 
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are very comfortable with the way  we have done things, but those ways 
haven’t produced much growth in recent generations.

In the Matthew passage what are the actions we are instructed to obey, 
and what is the promise in return? Do you think Jesus meant us to hear 
a clear link between the actions and the promise? What might Jesus’ 
reasoning be? Is this fair?

In the Acts reading Peter gave a strong defence of his faith, based on 
his own experience and understanding. How might you explain your 
faith as a faithful witness to Christ? Share what you might say  and help 
each other to make sure your testimonies make sense and avoid 
complicated “spiritual” jargon.

Clearly  Peter’s sermon was inspired by and empowered by  the moving 
of the Holy  Spirit. How might we allow ourselves to witness in the power 
of the Spirit in our own places and time?

As we look to make St Chad’s grow in numbers what would you see as 
your contribution, both in general terms as a Christian, but also 
specifically  with your gifts and opportunities? Share these things, 
encourage each other and offer them in prayer. 

20th January - Growth in partnership

Read Acts 6 verses 1 to 7. The Disciples clearly  took service of the 
needy as a central part of the role of the Church. There were probably 
few social structures for helping the widows and orphans, so the only 
way  this work could be maintained was by  drawing in others within the 
Church to share the load. In our situation there are many  organisations 
offering support and assistance. 

Some suggested areas from the Diocese to explore partnership:-

• Other local Anglican churches
• Local churches from other denominations
• Diocesan links with the Province of Uganda
• Other parts of the global church
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• With those who share our aspirations on issues such as education, 
health, poverty, world development, the environment, social justice

• Sharing resources and people
• Doing things together that we are unable to do on our own
• Learning from each other
• Using the Board of Education and ISR

How might we rate St Chad’s against this list? Is there one item in 
particular that jumps out at you and excites you? 

What organisations do we know of locally? Do we know what their aims 
are, and where these might run in parallel with our own?

The crucial factor, I would suggest, would be resourcing. With the 
limited resources at our disposal how might we best focus our serving  
of the wider community? How might we go about establishing precisely 
what those needs are?

Are there organisations where you are their link with St Chad’s? How 
might you foster that link?

Where are the opportunities that might be open to us because of links 
you have with the wider community? Share them, pray over them and 
encourage one another.
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