
Friday 24th April 2020 

Gree2ngs dearly beloved Church family and friends, God is s2ll pouring His blessings on us 
on yet another glorious sunny day. How good He is towards us. 

This morning I started my prayer 2me with a lovely ac2vity, which I’ve got from the Covid 19 
Global Day of Prayer and Fas2ng:  Proverbs 27:10 “Do not forget your friends or your 
father’s friends. If you are in trouble, don’t ask a rela;ve for help, a neighbour near by can 
help you more than rela;ves who are far away.”  This really strikes me that today we are 
seeing communi2es once more coming together, as they did in the past, helping one 
another.  My neighbours, on both sides have been great. Up to the start of this pandemic, 
we hadn’t really got to know them very well at all. Everybody was working and busy. In fact 
our village has become quite distant in recent years, with the older community dying and 
younger ones moving in and not interested in community life, or so it seemed. Now, with 
this pandemic, it is bringing our community together, neighbours are being more 
neighbourly. I pray that we will stay this way when this is all over with. 

Today’s focus of the prayer 2me is on our friends.  It asks us to draw a chart of all our 
friends, with us in the centre, our closest friends around us, then more distant friends and 
friends of friends. Connect friends to friends who know each other with a line. The more 
interconnected the lines we have, the stronger and more suppor2ve our social connec2ons. 
Then write notes of apprecia2on to our closest circle of friends. Pray for our friends’ health, 
wellbeing, rela2onships, financial situa2on, and God’s purpose for their lives. Finally thank 
God for our friendships. As I was praying I just let my hand move over each name praying 
par2cularly for what God lay on my heart for each of them. I found it was a very moving and 
powerful way of praying for my friends, I hope you do too.  

ATerwards, I set off to repaint the ceiling in my garage, deciding it could do with another 
coat, only to realise I didn’t really have enough. (ATer I had cleared and covered 
everything!!) However, I did not get frustrated; instead I remained rather calm and serene 
and did not let the devil steal my joy or enjoyment of the day. Instead I decided to clean off 
the insect cemeteries and thirty years of caked on dirt, rusty paint rings, and cobwebs from 
the shelving that I had put into the garden on day one of my project. It’s funny how God 
teaches us lessons and brings to mind things as we go about our ordinary lives, especially 
when we allow ourselves to be more open to His presence. I carefully carried each panel in 
turn and laid then carefully on a large wooden garden chair, at an angle, rather like a person 
would recline in a beauty salon chair. Some needed just a light wash using some flash and 
hot water, and other needed a hard scrub with a cream cleaner and lots of elbow grease. As 
I was scrubbing, and cleaning it was quite a pleasure to see the shelves looking new once 
more. I felt that God was showing me that this is how he feels about us, when we become 
before him and confess and repent of our sins and he forgives us and we are washed clean 
of our sins and made as white as snow. Furthermore, that when he is doing a work in us, 
some of us need just a li\le , gentle touch of His hands, whilst others of need more of a 
harder push or hand. We are all different and He deals with us each differently according to 
our need and who we are and where we are in our walk with Him. Just like a father knows 
how each of His children are different so our heavenly Father knows how we, His children, 
are different and respond differently to Him and to the way He teaches us. Throughout my 



cleaning session/lesson I sensed that God is doing a new thing, in this pandemic 2me and in 
each of us who love Him. It is a new season; a season of growth, of reflec2on, of le`ng go of 
the past and pressing into the new, which God has in store for us. I’m not sure what it will 
be, what the new will look like, but since we know God only works for good, then that what 
I’m going to trust it will be like.  

I encourage, each of us, to allow  ourselves 2me  just “ To be s2ll” and  let God reveal 
Himself more to each of us, to come into His presence, and to be open and sensi2ve to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. What lessons might the Lord be wan2ng to teach us in our 
ordinary day to day living? Is there something in us that needs to be washed clean? Very 
oTen we can put on “a front or a mask” in public, we’re“fine” we say, when we’re asked 
“How are you?”, whilst really we’re like a swan on a river, paddling fran2cally underneath the 
water to stay afloat. Maybe  this is the 2me, that the Lord, has set aside, to do a new work in 
us, maybe this is the 2me that the Lord is asking us to come and be with Him, to rest a while, 
to trust Him enough to allow Him to take from us the burdens we carry , our struggles. 
Maybe this is the 2me, that He wants us to truly know, experience and accept the depths of 
His love and forgiveness.  In this 2me that we are set apart, by this pandemic, God is 
working, ask Him in return what is it Lord that I can do for you? We may be surprised by the 
answer.  

I leave you with a extract from Steve Fur2ck, about changing our focus from  whatever may 
be holding our a\en2on from fully trus2ng in God, whether it be: our fear, our 
circumstances, indeed anything that is keeping us from fully trus2ng in and looking to God 
for our answers and strength, our joy and our peace. It’s 2me to change our focus onto the 
presence of God.  

“When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army 
with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the 
servant asked. 
 
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who 
are with them.” And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord 
opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 
all around Elisha. 
2 Kings 6:15-17 

He’s with you right now.  

God did not answer Elisha’s prayer by elimina2ng the enemy. Instead, He illuminated His 
presence. So faith is not a lever that I pull, like, “God, make it stop.” Faith is a lens that I look 
through to see that God has been there the whole 2me. 
 
He’s with you right now. Whatever’s going on in your life, all you need to do is stay with your 
Father right now, stay in faith right now. And the only way to do that is to change your focus. 
 
The situa2on didn’t change in 2 Kings 6 — the focus did. The only way I know to stop being 



afraid is to change what I’m focused on. And so we need to begin to asking the Lord to 
illuminate, not eliminate. 
 
“God, take the fear away.” It doesn’t work like that. “God, give me all the answers. Tell me 
the plan. I need the strategy.” 
 
God said, “Before I give you the strategy, I want to give you your sight and shine light on your 
situa2on.” 

I pray, that this day, God please  shine your  light into each of our lives, that we will  truly see 
Your truth, Your  revela2on  for us and “ see” with the eyes of our  faith that You  are truly 
with us, that Your  mighty arms are outstretched – protec2ng us and upholding us in this 
2me. Fill us, we ask with your peace, joy, strength and love and make us new, so that we are 
equipped to fulfil the plans, the purposes and pursuits that you have for each one for us to 
do. Help us to be good “neighbours” to those who need our help, to be Your hands, Your 
feet and Your voice wherever You need us to be or in whatever ways we can be, regardless 
of our situa2ons Help us to see, to receive and enjoy the giTs and blessings of this day and 
not to miss out on any of them through being too busy or through not spending 2me with 
you dear Lord, In Jesus name we pray Amen


