
The Easter Difference - parts v and vi
Ascension and Pentecost

In this series after Easter we are dipping into sections in the Book of Acts to look at the 
way in which the Resurrection brought about huge changes in individuals and in the way in 
which God’s people came to regard the wider world. Unlike the previous theme about 
growth this series is not meant to be for feeding back to the whole Church, but rather allow 
each Homegroup with the opportunity to share their own experiences of being changed by 
Jesus. 

If any missed the talks then the tapes are in Church and they can be listened to at 
www.ChadTalks.org 

v - risen, ascended, glorified (Acts 1:1-11)

Briefly discuss what, if anything, the group considers to be the importance or relevance of 
the Ascension.

I hope during this Homegroup session you get to think about how we might be transformed 
if we were able to fully grasp that sense of connection between Jesus’ compassionate 
humanity and his glorified, ascended presence.

It can sometimes be a bit demoralising when Christian’s don’t seem to be that bothered 
about getting things prayed for. What sort of reasons might they have that you have heard 
(or maybe reasons you yourself have given)?

Do you think there might be situations or circumstances when we really are, for whatever 
reason, beyond the reach of the ascended Jesus? Have you had the experience of giving 
what you might have thought of at the time as a valid reason for thinking something was 
beyond the reach of Jesus, but which, with hindsight, now seems to have been a bit if an 
excuse? 

Read the passage together.

Jesus seems to answer the disciples in a strange way (verses 6-7). They seem to be 
thinking of a single ‘big’ event - the Kingdom being restored to Israel - whereas Jesus’ 
reply seems to suggest this will be lots of smaller ‘times and occasions’. What do we think 
Jesus means? Might there be examples to share which go along with this? 

Share and pray for each other with your own situations where even a little ‘occasion’ would  
bring a transformation.

Jesus having ascended should also prompt us to awe and worship! Finish your time 
together with worship. Spend a few minutes thinking about any words or phrases from 
Scripture that you know which describe Jesus, and which you personally find helpful in 
worship. If you are a bit stuck then the ‘I am’ sayings in John’s Gospel can be helpful, and 
some of the descriptions of Jesus in Revelation 1:4-8 and chapters 4 and 5 have some 
more.

Think about these, have an opening prayer then a time of silence and then worship the 
risen, ascended Jesus by saying those phrases out loud. You might want to write them 
down and make a copy for everyone in the Homegroup to keep.
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vi - Come, Holy Spirit! (Acts 2:1-21)

One of the key things I have been trying to gently promote at St Chad’s is the importance 
of us learning how to rely upon the Holy Spirit. Sometimes people can be a little 
dismissive, calling anything like this ‘happy clappy’. Sometimes mud sticks when there is a 
glint of truth behind it, and if it is any consolation people took the mickey on the day of 
Pentecost too - they thought the disciples were drunk!

What sort of positive and negative images come to mind when we think about the Holy 
Spirit? (Don’t be afraid about expressing negative ones - I could probably match most of 
them, but please make sure you go on your own experience not on the Homegroup 
equivalent of “I met a bloke in a pub once, who said he’d seen...”). Do you have positive 
experiences that you are happy to share around the group?

The story is best taken in two parts. Acts 2:1-13 describes the moment of the Holy Spirit 
descending. Verses 14 to 21 cover the start of Peter’s sermon. Read verses 1 to 13 
together. The disciples speak in tongues which the many visitors to Jerusalem can 
understand - so what was the reason for the coming of the Holy Spirit in this particular 
way?

The next section is the first part of Peter’s sermon (verses 14 to 21). Powerful stuff! What 
were Peter’s aims in preaching this sermon?

Normally when we talk about the work of the Holy Spirit we can get a bit bogged down in 
some of Paul’s writings about Gifts and Fruit (as important as they are) and lose sight of 
something even more important. Last week we thought about the Ascension. Jesus’ final 
words in Luke’s account relate to the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). What, in this 
single verse, is the reason for the Holy Spirit coming?

How might the Holy Spirit inspire and help us to witness in Coniston Road, Charlton 
Hayes, Stoke Lodge and to the ends of the Parish? Does anyone have examples of where 
the Holy Spirit led them directly to witnessing?

Jesus doesn’t actually say what he means by witnessing. What are the most effective 
ways of witnessing to your particular friends and neighbours? What is the difference 
between witnessing and evangelising? 

Reflect back on the positive and negative images of the Holy Spirit we began with. Would 
it be fair to say that most of the negative examples are to do with times when people’s 
egos got in the way or when the focus of the desire for the Holy Spirit to work was purely 
inward and not outward in witnessing?

Share situations where you think you could be a witness (without being pushy or 
embarrassing) and pray for each other. 

HEALTH WARNING! The one prayer that seems to get answered is 
when you ask for an opportunity to witness in the next few days!


