
The Easter Difference - parts iii and iv
Gentiles, Women and Greeks

In this series after Easter we are dipping into sections in the Book of Acts to look at the 
way in which the Resurrection brought about huge changes in individuals and in the way in 
which God’s people came to regard the wider world. Unlike the previous theme about 
growth this series is not meant to be for feeding back to the whole Church, but rather allow 
each Homegroup with the opportunity to share their own experiences of being changed by 
Jesus. 

If any missed the talks then the tapes are in Church and they can be listened to at 
www.ChadTalks.org 

iii - Gentiles converted (Acts 11:1-18)

Do you have experiences of finding God’s love crossing unexpected boundaries or 
challenging you in a way that you found hard?

Read the passage together.

Here Peter is recounting the events of the previous chapter to the Christians in Jerusalem. 
They expected Gentiles who converted to Christianity to be circumcised and obey other 
parts of the Jewish Law. Peter had probably agreed with them up until the events of Acts 
10. Let’s consider some of the ingredients to this precipitous change.

Go back to Acts 10. Yemi highlights several areas which helped towards this momentous 
step...

• Prayer: Peter was praying, and so was Cornelius - a church that prays is a church 
that is open to change

• Love for all - without distinction or prejudice
• Listening to God's voice
• Sensitivity and obedience to the Holy Spirit
• God's message preached
• Faith in Jesus Christ
• Crossing boundaries (the willingness to move out of our comfort zone)

What are the issues within our own Church community where there are barriers? How do 
we go about starting to tackle them?

Are there issues within our congregation which you think might be insurmountable? How 
do we go about living with the tension this might cause?

It is interesting that often in Acts “signs and wonders” accompany moments where God’s 
mission expands rapidly, and it is as if the Spirit verifies what has been done in faith 
already (Acts 10:44-47). Where do we think the mission field is ripest in and around 
Patchway? How do we step out in faith on this?

Pray for each other, being sensitive to issues which some may be wary of as a stumbling 
block whilst others might see as a boundary begging to be crossed.
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It is possible that some may disagree over issues brought up this evening. Do not be afraid 
to lovingly share your own thoughts and receive somebody else’s. The strength of a 
community is how it can hold across potential divisions. Close by sharing the Peace 
together.

iv - Women and Greeks (Acts 16:6-15)

Two short snippets of Paul’s travels through Asia Minor (this is on Paul’s second 
missionary journey if you have a map in your Bible) and his first crossing into Europe 
proper. If Peter, last week, needed to be prompted very powerfully, then Paul needs to be 
held back.

Read Acts 16:6-10. It would seem Paul’s plan was to go to the coast on the Greek side of 
Asia Minor, and then follow the coast up north and along the southern shores of the Black 
Sea. Seems a reasonable plan, but God seemed to think different.

Luke doesn’t say how Paul and Timothy are prevented by the Holy Spirit from following 
their plan. Have you experienced being prevented from doing something by God? What 
did you make of it?

The Spirit’s preventing Paul and Timothy eventually leads to a new opportunity - to cross 
onto mainland Europe with the Gospel for the first time. We are very good at thinking 
others should stop things they like in order to do new things, but where are we willing to 
forego something we prefer in order to make space for new opportunities?

Read Acts 16:11-15. Verse 13 gives a lovely insight into Paul’s way of engaging in mission.   
Once again Paul’s plans are changed, but his openness to being available means God can 
use him in a different way. What ways do we make ourselves open and available to 
opportunities to witness and show God’s love to others? People are very suspicious 
nowadays of people who come at them with an agenda - so how can we make the Good 
News something which is natural and part of who we are? Have there been situations 
where you have been naturally able to share your faith?

Paul might have been tempted here to aim for somebody who would clearly have status in 
the area for his first aims at conversion, but instead seems content to bring a female 
merchant to faith. Are there people we overlook? Clearly from verse 40 Lydia goes on to 
host a Church in her own home - who knows what might come out of being open to God’s 
opportunities!

Share how we might make space for these God moments in our days, and pray fro each 
other and any situations or relationships that might be available to be used by God in this 
way.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you


