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Mark’s gospel the one most acknowledge to be the first of the gospels 
written, it’s fast paced and quickly gets us into Jesus’ incredible 
ministry. Previously,  We’ve heard  about great happenings, miraculous 
healings and acts of spiritual authority and power, driving out demons  
and controlling nature (calming the storm) and raising the dead 
(Jarius’ daughter) about his teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven, of his 
preaching and outreach to the marginalized: the poor, outcasts etc,).  

It goes without saying, that in his hometown, people would have also 
heard about what he was saying and doing. Yet despite all his signs of 
authority and spiritual authority and power, the people of Nazareth 
reject Him and refuse to acknowledge Him as the Messiah, The Son of 
God. 

In Luke 4  we hear of the same recount. We hear that Jesus read that 
Jesus had read from Isaiah: 

“The Lord has put His spirit in me, because He has appointed me to 
tell the Good News to the poor. He has sent Me to tell the captives 
they are free and to tell the blind that they can see again. God sent Me 
to free those who have been treated unfairly and to announce the time 
when the Lord will show kindness”. 

He ended with “ While you heard these words just now, they were 
coming true.” 

They wanted Him to do the things he had been doing in this 
hometown. But because of their unbelief he didn’t do very much at all. 
As he said “ A prophet is not accepted in his home town.” 

 In fact they were angry and wanted to throw Him off a cliff! 

They  were amazed by him, but they could not get their heads around 
the fact that this was Jesus, the carpenter’s son, who they knew. They 
knew his family. They could not reconcile what they saw Jesus saying 
and doing, to the Jesus they knew and so they rejected him. They 



rejected everything Jesus was showing them and telling them, despite 
the evidence pointing to the fact that Jesus is the Messiah. Their 
hearts and minds were closed to him. Even Jesus himself was amazed 
at their unbelief and could do very little for them. 

. 

Jesus is radical. We see this in the way he reaches out to the lost and 
the outcasts of society, the poor, lowly untouchables, in the way he 
challenges peoples conceptions of faith and belief. All His actions and 
words demonstrate the fulfilment of the Isaiah prophecy as He himself 
said. Yet they rejected him. They were blinded to the truth. They 
knew the scriptures on the prophecy of the coming Messiah, yet 
couldn’t reconcile their knowledge of Jesus with the scriptures. 

The love, power and authority of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection 
has changed our world forever. Millions of lives have been saved 
because of Him. 

Yet, even today He is rejected still by the majority. But change is 
happening when people the gospel they are turning to Christ. 

I did some research asking why people reject God today? 

How can there be a God when there is so much suffering and evil is 
thriving? 

If there was a God he wouldn’t let evil spread like it is. 

Can’t understand that if there is a God why bad things happen? 

Even to Christians. 

Keith Green ( a leading Christian artist in 1980s) was a great advocate 
for God ,had an amazing witness and he died in a plane crash with 2 of 
his children. Why? 

The church is full of hypocrites. 

It’s not credible. The church is a poor witness, full of abusers. It 
doesn’t have any authority or power. 

Its been damaged by arguments and divisions. 



Why if you are doing everything right things go wrong and people who 
do everything wrong get away with it? 

Unanswered prayer. 

God has abandoned people. 

Many reasons and I’m sure if you ask around they will be many more. 

What people see and hear going on around them, in their 
circumstances and globally influences their belief or disbelief in God, 
in Jesus. As does satan, and our sinful human nature. 

It comes down to a question of belief and faith. 

Because of the people of Nazareth’s lack of faith, Jesus performs no 
miracles in his home town. It seems there is a principal here: no faith, 
no miracles. Faith is the precondition to receiving from Christ.  There 
is a clear message that faith is needed.  

Romans 17: So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 
of God.” 

People need to hear the Good News about Jesus Christ in order to 
come to faith in Him and to receive from Him. 

Who knows someone who needs to be saved? We all know someone. 

It is in the hearing ( and in the seeing)! 

The gospel must be heard in order for people to be saved. 

That means that in order to hear it someone has to be saying it, 
showing it, declaring the word of God!. 

Think back, when was the last time we each told someone else about 
the good news of the gospel? 

We are all messengers of the Gospel because as Christians Jesus lives 
inside of us. He speaks in us and through us. 



Do we want to make a difference in our lives that will impact on the 
lives of others? Do we ache, burn inside to see others saved? 

I don’t want to make anyone feel guilty- that’s not my intention. But 
we need to wake up to the reality of what is happening in our world 
today. Jesus/God is being rejected! If we stay silent we are allowing 
the false gods  of this world: money, ambition, self etc to rule in 
people’s lives, and are allowing them to be deceived and condemned 
to a life without the knowledge of the love and lifesaving power of 
Christ. We if stay silent we are allowing injustice, allowing powerful 
nations or people to cause misery and suffering to the marginalized, 
the poor, the refugees  because we aren’t challenging it- 

I believe that just as Jesus wept over Jerusalem, he is weeping over 
our world today. 

As Christians, we know Jesus is coming back. We don’t’ know when but 
we know for sure that He is. Surely, this should encourage us to act, to 
declare the word and works of Christ, to claim the words of Isaiah for 
ourselves as sons and daughters of Christ. We are His heirs, His 
message is our message- we must do everything possible to ensure the 
good news of the gospel is heard. 

God needs us to do our part in His Great Commission to save humanity. 
We need to step out in faith. 

Now as Jesus was rejected in his home town, maybe we fear being 
rejected in our home town. Knowing he was going to be rejected 
didn’t stop Jesus and it shouldn’t stop us. WE don’t need to be Bible 
bashers, but we need to speak words of life into people lives, in to 
their hearts and minds. Praying isn’t enough on its own-0 we need to 
be bold and open our lips. We need to trust in God- He has already 
given us everything we we need to fulfil his purpose for us- we just 
need to step out and act. 

We just need to have the faith to act and tell people what God is doing 
or has done in our lives and let God do the rest. Let them hear God at 
work! 

Ali and I are part of The Turning team- yes it was a bit nerve wracking 
just going up to people telling them that God loves them and has a 



plan for their lives, yes we were rejected by many, but we also, as a 
team, brought over 60 people to Christ across what totalled about 6 
hours. 

People are searching for peace, for fulfilment and for meaning and 
purpose in their lives. We have the answer- Jesus. 

In declaring the good news of the gospel we are giving people hope, 
hope of a better future and  the knowledge that they are loved, 
forgiven and accepted by God as sons and daughters. 

What’s stopping us?  

What can we do as a church and as individuals because if we don’t tell 
them how will they know? 

Are we in anyway rejecting Jesus ourselves? Are we fully submitting 
ourselves to Him? 

Is there something that is causing us to reject Jesus? Subconsciously 
reject Him? 

Has a prayed not been answered? Or not answered in the way we 
wanted? 

Do we feel God has abandoned or forgotten us? Does He seem far 
away? Silent? 

Do we feel angry, or frustrated with Him? Has something happened that 
has caused us to turn our backs on Him? Have we lost our first love for 
Him? 

Is there a harmful, sinful behaviour that we won’t give up? 

Have we become preoccupied with our life and with others? 

So many things can cause us to reject him. 

HE NEVER REJECTS US!   

God wants us to be in a growing relationship with Him because he loves 
us. His desire is for us to walk with Him through our lives. He promises 
to be with us no matter what. We may be facing difficult times of 
challenges – he won’t necessarily remove them from us, but he 



promises to be our strength, our shield, our refuge and to equip us 
with everything we will need to come through. 

He is longing to give each of us an abundantly blessed life, a life of 
blessing, a life of joy and peace, whatever our circumstances. 

What does he require of us? Belief. To believe in and accept Him as our 
Lord and saviour over and in every aspect of our lives. To place our 
faith, our trust in Him alone. It is a total, life changing faith in Him. 

We reject God, when we do not place our faith, our trust completely in 
him. 

We can place our faith in Him alone because The Bible is His track 
record of His love and faithfulness toward  humanity and His plan and 
purpose for us. ,It is evidence that He  can be trusted and He alone 
deserves our foremost faith. 

What is faith? 

Hebrews 11 v1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. 

V6. And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever 
would approach him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him. 

I believe God wants to encourage each of us to grow in faith and trust 
in Him. 

Hebrews 11 23-25 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

“I will strengthen them in the Lord and in his name they will walk” 
declares the Lord Zechariah 20:12 

Hebrews 12 1-3 



Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sins that 
so easily entangles, and let us run the race with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand side of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

Jesus is our example. We will not grow weary if we spur one another 
on! 

I love Jeremiah’s prophecy 31: 34: NO longer will a man teach his 
neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, “Know the Lord”, because 
they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the Lord. 

Let us be part of this fulfilment  for as James 2;17 says “Faith by 
itself , if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 

Faith works best where it knows God best! The more we know Him, the 
more confident we can be. So let us henceforth, make sure we spend 
the time knowing God more and let  us grow in the  faith needed to 
tell the good news of Jesus Christ to those we meet. 

The harvest is ready . Harvester workers are needed. If we don’t tell 
people about Jesus how will they know? 

Lord bless each of us abundantly with every good thing as we grow in 
and step out in faith, to declare the good news of the gospel of Christ  
that others may know your love, forgiveness, acceptance and 
transforming power in their lives. Give us strength and boldness 
required Lord as we act in faith to stand with and for you and win souls 
for you and bring in the harvest. Amen 




