
Extended Ministerial Development Leave
Preparing for a new context

Revd Howard Jameson

! Introduction

From September 2005 until September 2012 I was ministering within a relatively affluent 
group of parishes between Bath and Bradford on Avon. The Church congregations are 
typical for the area, with a high predominance of those of retirement age and others from a 
professional background; teachers, academics, self-employed and so forth. Yet behind this 
comfortable exterior there are pockets of rural deprivation and isolation, and experience of 
the investment being undertaken by Christ Church CE VC Primary School in support staff 
for children from more problematic social environments indicates that the town of Bradford 
on Avon hides these issues well.

! Patchway

In May 2012 I was appointed to the post of Priest in Charge of the Benefice and Parish of 
Patchway, a far more urban setting. Patchway is technically in South Gloucestershire but 
has been subsumed into the urban expansion of Bristol and fenced in by the M4 and M5 
motorways.

The large Callicroft housing estate, Coniston Road generally describing its perimeter and 
containing St Chad’s Church building, was built in order to cope with an influx of workers 
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for the aircraft industry as part of the rearmament programme in the 1930s1. A plaque on 
the Town Council offices records the development on, what had been until then, the green 
fields of Callicroft Farm. In recent years the degree of wholesale local employment at 
Rolls-Royce has declined as part of the national trend of reduction in traditional skilled 
labour since the 1970s. Other developments have been added over time, with more 
modern bungalows and housing to the east of the A38. There has also been the addition of 
the Aztec West Trading Estate to the north with a combination of high-tech jobs and more 
manual work, such as warehousing. The Parish is cut in half by the busy  A38 Gloucester 
Road and bounded to the north west and north east by major motorways. To the south 
west lies the large Cribbs Causeway shopping centre and Filton airfield. To the east is 
found the Bradley Stoke development2. There are plans to divide the Parish broadly down 
the A38, and so my focus in my preparations is solely on the area of Patchway to its west.

Of vital significance to the local community in the coming years is the construction of a 
major housing development, Charlton Hayes, on the site of Filton Airfield, of which all the 
housing elements will lie within the Parish. The above developer’s impression3  shows the 
initial plan for some 2200 new homes (shown in cream) with mixed industrial use (shown 
in blue)4  on the land between the existing main road through Patchway, Highwood Road, 
and the newly  constructed Hayes Way, linking Cribbs Causeway with Filton. This was not 
without local opposition, as may be expected5, but the subsequent announcement by 
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2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradley_Stoke

3 http://developments.southglos.gov.uk/online-applications/files/E521FE16FF375579B3E071DEFCDC5F81/
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4 http://www.patchwayjournal.co.uk/charlton-hayes/

5 http://www.thisisbristol.co.uk/South-Glos-Council-approve-Filton-Airfield/story-14146711-detail/story.html
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Rolls-Royce that they were going to close the entire airfield by the end of 2012 gives 
cause for concern about a much higher eventual number of houses being constructed6, 
with reports of up  to 25007  additional homes across the entire site, as well as other 
industrial units8. These additional properties will lie to the south of the Parish boundary as 
it is currently drawn. At interview the Church representatives were honest about the need 
to engage with whatever quantity  of new homes are built, but expressed concern about the 
difficulties this will inevitably place on the local community and infrastructure. The traffic 
congestion around the motorway junction and, at peak times of the year, Cribbs Causeway 
are already causing stress on the community, and feelings are running high over the 
workers at Aztec West parking in residential areas9. Cribbs Causeway itself is also looking 
to expand10.

! Questions

Following on, therefore, from reading the Parish Profile, and the associated background 
reading made for the interviews, and then spending more time reading the local media, the 
South Gloucestershire Core Strategy and meeting some of the leadership team from 
Patchway I wanted to explore two questions:

• What can be learnt of good practice demonstrating Churches engaging in Mission to 
what were once traditionally  working-class contexts, and how do these Churches 
avoid being a middle-class enclave by drawing more widely into the life of the 
Church, especially leadership and ministry?

• What experiences do Churches have engaging with newly constructed large housing 
developments within their Parishes, and how have these developments affected the 
local communities?

! Method

With limited time and resources this can hardly be thought of as a complete or even 
particularly extensive piece of research. The main discussion over the current issues for 
working class people seem to be being written by secular journalists or social scientists. I 
have listed those books I have accessed in the Bibliography. This area seems to be 
comprehensively covered. The issues raised by new housing developments seem to have 
been overlooked by  contemporary writers; finding little of use in bookshops or in the 
footnotes of related writings. I have therefore relied more on the visits and discussions with 
colleagues or contacts with particular experience, and have made notes which I refer to. 
The local press and campaign groups in Patchway give at least some flavour of the mood 
locally, and so I reference them in footnotes where applicable.

I have also visited Churches and made notes on observations and comments regarding 
styles of worship, and I am also grateful to a placement report written by Keith Charnley  as 
part of his STETS training, reflecting on his time at St Michael’s Church in Twerton.
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Part i: Engaging with a working-class environment

! The contemporary perception of the working-class

Since the late 1970s, with the rise of Thatcherism, the traditional idea of the working-
classes has come under sustained attack11. Anecdotal evidence, even from a setting as 
seemingly affluent as Bradford on Avon, tells of the relocation of Avon Rubber, the largest 
local employer, and the impact upon the whole dynamic of the town. With the closure of 
the factory  those who had ‘worked together during the week, played together on Saturday 
and worshipped together on a Sunday’ suddenly dissipated12. This process of de-
industrialisation is now almost complete. The largest employer in Bradford on Avon is now 
the Secondary School. Thatcher regarded higher levels of unemployment as a necessary 
consequence of revitalising the economy; whereas ‘all her predecessors...who had lived 
through the unemployment of the 1920s and 1930s...saw it as the greatest of scourges’13. 
To be fair, none of her successors has acted decisively to challenge this idea.

Politically the working-class has also been abandoned. Oborne describes how

Fifty  years ago...Labour was exactly  what it claimed to be: the party  of the labouring 
man...Both [Labour and Conservative] parties, for reasons of electoral advantage, have 
sought to widen their base by turning their back on the people they once represented14.

This has meant not only  that New Labour in particular has purposefully strived to represent 
the needs of ‘Middle England’ over its historic constituency, but increasingly the policy 
setters and spokespersons have ceased to even understand the needs of the working-
class15. Politicians of both sides have moved to replace the traditional values of the 
working-class, ‘decent people doing their best for their families: community-minded, law-
abiding, hard-working, middle-of-the-road16’, with the pre-eminence of personal aspiration, 
most strikingly seen in the right to buy council houses, which has proved so decisive in the 
changing perception of the working-class in the last 30 years17, with approximately  two 
million properties moving into the private sector as a result18. 

There is an almost automatic association of the idea of being working-class with being a 
council tenant. Baggini refers to the British Social Attitudes survey’s finding that ‘the 
proportion of the population who identify  themselves as working-class has remained more 
or less constant at around 60% since 1955’19  and yet of the population as a whole ‘only 
12% are housed by their local authority, with another 6% living in houses and flats owned 

Dated: Sunday, 14 October 2012

4

11 Jones: 2012, 10

12 Conversation with Tony Green, Churchwarden of Christ Church Bradford on Avon and life-long resident

13 Billings: 2009, 11

14 Oborne: 2008, 79

15 Jones: 2012, 10

16 Oborne: 2008, 324

17 Jones: 2012, 60

18 http://www.communities.gov.uk/housing/homeownership/righttobuy/ 

19 Baggini: 2008, 24
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and managed by housing associations or co-operatives’20. This is quite some discrepancy 
between popular imagination and reality! Baggini also remarks on this as well that ‘despite 
the many superficial signs of change since the Second World War. Despite increased 
wealth, the dominant culture is working class in character’21.

Hanley goes on to argue that the initial post-War Labour plan for a New Jerusalem, with its 
egalitarian ideal of ‘a house fit for a labourer and a doctor alike’22 , was superseded, after 
the loss of the 1951 General Election to a Conservative administration, with a more 
pragmatic response to the housing shortage; building them to a lesser standard, more 
quickly  and more cheaply, but soon leading to the sense of stigmatisation of the Council 
Estate and creating a crisis of confidence in those now seeking to buy them23. The sale of 
council housing delineated the council estate between those who owned and those who 
rented24, increasing the sense of division25  has led to the stereotyping of council tenants 
as being part of a ‘feral underclass’26, which in turn has provided David Cameron with 
evidence for his portrayal of ‘Broken Britain’27. This resonates with Kubrick’s dystopian 
envisioning of Burgess’ “A Clockwork Orange”28 in which Alex and his droogs terrorise their 
locality  and beyond, revelling in truancy, promiscuity and “ultraviolence”, filmed using the 
‘unspeakable concrete disaster that is Thamesmead South’29 as a location.

Jones writes vehemently to reject this stereotyping of working-class contexts as being 
riddled with chronic social issues30, although this biased portrayal would seem to be an 
easy one to give. However, this would ignore moving examples of people living in 
challenging environments but who still work to make the best of what they  have, such as 
the Lancaster family from the Shadsworth Estate interviewed on the Panorama 
programme ‘Trouble on the Estate’ 31 . The father from one of the families interviewed, 
Andy Lancaster, holds down two part-time jobs since being made redundant the year 
before and, despite receiving tax credits and carefully budgeting, still reaches a Friday with 
only £2 left.

But of most concern for those seeking to minister into these situations, in at least the way 
that Church is perceived, are the words of Labour MP Stephen Pound
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22 Hanley: 2012, 80

23 http://www.independent.co.uk/property/house-and-home/right-to-buy-a-timely-kickstart-for-housing-or-a-
gimmick-to-be-avoided-7576076.html.

24 Jones: 2012, 62

25 Hanley: 2012, 138

26 For example http://conservativehome.blogs.com/thecolumnists/2012/07/bruce-anderson-britains-feral-
underclass-needs-tough-love.html 

27 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8477367.stm.
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31 Broadcast on BBC1 on the 11th September 2012
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I genuinely  think that there are people out there in the middle classes, in the church 
and the judiciary  and politics and the media, who actually fear, physically  fear the idea 
of this great, gold bling-dripping, lumpenproletariat that might one day kick their front 
door in and eat their au pair32.

! History and the working-class

My starting point in trying to understand the changes that have gone on within society in 
the last eighty years was that the large Callicroft Estate in Patchway was built for those 
who moved into the area to perform blue collar jobs in the aircraft industry at Filton in the 
1930s. These jobs would have been manual work, but with a range of technical skills and 
experience levels required. These were, therefore, traditional working-class roles. But, any 
attempt at social classification requires an agreement as to method - what precisely is to 
be measured? With all the crude stereotyping it is easy to see why Mount is so cautious 
about defining working class, wary  of appearing ‘patronising, crass or unkind’33. Exploring 
my own family  tree over the last two or three generations demonstrates an enormous 
degree of social mobility. But, it would be arrogant in the extreme to presume motives of 
middle class aspiration upon, for example, my maternal grandfather. The 1891 census 
shows him living in a very small terraced house with his parents and four siblings. Despite 
his father working in the local colliery he went on to own a shop  and some property 
sufficient to be able to leave a small, regular income for his daughters. How he would have 
described his social standing may not in any way match something that one might 
measure or calculate from any external, historical perspective.

Strange as it may sound, it was a Conservative administration led by Lord Derby, with 
Disraeli as his Chancellor, which introduced the 1867 Reform Act offering the right to vote 
to all householders, thereby giving some of the working classes an electoral voice34, to the 
horror of even ‘the most modern-minded of Victorian Whigs’35. At a stroke the eligible 
electorate rose from 1 million to 5 million.

Two hundred years earlier some members of the New Model Army, nicknamed the 
Levellers, who had fought with the victorious Parliamentary  side then suggested that their 
proper reward for risking life and limb was for the vote to be given to all adult males, 
amongst other demands, and mutinied. For their insolence Cromwell had three of the 350 
rebels court-martialled and shot outside Banbury Church36. The principle that in order to 
qualify  for a vote one had to have a ‘permanent interest of this kingdom’37, that is owned 
land, remained. The status quo prevailed.

The second half of the 18th Century was marked by revolutions in America and France, 
and yet not so on this side of the channel, even as circumstances showed little prospect of 
change into the 19th Century. The French philosopher Élie Halévy considered this problem 
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when he wrote ‘the England of the nineteenth century was surely, above all other 
countries, destined to revolution, both politically and religiously’38 . E.P. Thompson only 
partially accepts Halévy’s suggestion that the rise of Methodism gave an alternative means 
of expression to revolutionary ardour, although he credits early  Methodism with ‘shaping 
[a] democratic spirit39. There was also something else at work, a natural sense of order 
and justice perhaps, which acted to restrain the masses. As evidence of this Thompson 
cites examples such as the Honiton lace-workers of 1766 who, in protest at grain being 
sold for export, thereby risking local food shortages, ‘seized corn on the premises of the 
farmers, took it to market themselves, sold it, and returned the money and even the sacks 
back to the farmers’40.

‘The Industrial Revolution marks a major turning point in history; almost every  aspect of 
daily  life was influenced in some way’41  and it changed the character of Britain in the 
hundred years up  to 1850. The combination of steam power and cotton mills unleashed 
almost limitless potential for economic growth42 , and forged the creation of the new 
working class43. Certainly from the 1790s onwards the forms of protest against the 
changes and conditions of work, such as by the Luddites, started to become more radical 
and aggressive44. Emboldened by the momentum that was starting to gather groups like 
the Chartists brought about a ‘sense of some catastrophic change’45. However, it would be 
wrong to assume a uniformity, as if everybody  who might be thought of as working class 
was the same; the Luddites, after all, had been skilled workers operating in small 
workshops 46.

In 1838 the Chartists published the People’s Charter calling not only for every man over 
the age of twenty-one to be given the vote, but also for MPs to be paid, so that a working 
man might be able to stand for Parliament himself47. The ruling classes were terrified, 
indeed when the large Chartist demonstration on Kennington Common in 1848 took place 
Queen Victoria left the capital as a precaution48.

In light of this progress made by the working classes themselves it could be said that the 
1867 Reform Act was an attempt to appease this large, potentially threatening, 
disorganised mob, but without actually involving them in the process of deciding limited 
changes. However, Mount strikes a note of caution. ‘The impact upon politics is well-
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known. To rescue the working classes, the State had to intervene’49. Within a few years the 
Chartists had developed into the fledgling Trades Union Congress50, legalised by  the 
Trade Union Act of 1871 although the the Criminal Law Amendment Act of the same year 
restricted Union action by making it illegal to form a picket line51. Politically, the working-
classes also made progress with the rise of the Labour Party in 1900, bringing in the first 
Labour Government in 192452. The working-classes had arrived! However...

! The hollowing out of the working class

Mount accuses successive Labour and Conservative administrations, and others, of 
‘hollowing out the lives of the lower classes’53, and he wasn’t the first to notice this. In 1937 
Orwell made some observations about slum clearances

And it is here that one comes on the central difficulty  of the housing problem. When 
you walk through the smoke-dim slums of Manchester you think that nothing is needed 
except to tear down these abominations and build decent houses in their place. But the 
trouble is that in destroying the slum you destroy other things as well54.

Mount challenges the perception that the lower classes are ‘immoral, godless, ignorant, 
feckless, infantile’, amongst other things55. It is not necessary  to repeat Mount’s arguments 
here, but within them he makes a few points directly pertinent to this paper.

Whilst it is easy to lampoon the Trades Union Congress annual gathering for ‘meticulous, 
often nit-picking adherence to the rules of procedure’56  what we can observe in action is 
actually  the results of a tremendous work of self-organisation. Nobody sought to represent 
the working classes, or offer skills of administration or advocacy, and so they set about to 
do it for themselves and, as noted above, by the mid-nineteenth century had actually 
started to create a formidable political entity. But the Trades Unions were only the tip of the 
iceberg with many more welfare organisations which were similarly self-organised. Indeed, 
‘by the late 1800's there was in the order of 27,000 registered Friendly Societies’57 
whereby benefits were available to all members who payed their regular subscriptions. 
These groups were self-organised and self-regulated. Similarly the Cooperative Society 
grew from 1844 onwards based on the sharing of profits amongst its members58.

The arrival of the Welfare State substantially diminished the role these societies could 
make. However well-meaning and beneficial the Welfare State has proved to be it was 
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something put in place “top down” without involvement from those further down the ladder.  
Similarly Wesley’s Methodists made the greatest impression amongst working 
communities which the Anglican Churches somehow excluded, and Wesley’s skills with 
people meant that he had put in place multiple congregations who were, broadly speaking, 
self-organising and self-sustaining. After Wesley, ‘within a generation, one in thirty people 
in Britain [had] become Methodists’59. However, Mount quotes Beatrice Webb, writing of 
her Chapel minister in the late nineteenth century. Apparently he is

one of the “new college men”, with measured phrases and long words; a poor 
exchange for the old-fashioned minister “called of God from among the people”60.

This change is also recorded in the experiences of American Methodists. Again, rapid 
expansion was seen after Wesley’s ministry in the New World, but by 1850 the Methodists 
changed their policy and sent their previously untrained but gifted circuit-riders to a 
seminary, which brought about the result that ‘the stunning growth turned into trended 
decline’61. This change of policy  was made for the best of reasons, but the unexpected 
result was the opposite of that intended.

The pillars that made up a comprehensive and supportive structure for the working-classes 
were, one by one, either undermined by well-meaning State intervention or from within by 
decisions made for the best in motives to get onto level terms with other denominations, 
but with unforeseen and unintended results. The same could also be said of the damage 
inflicted by housing policies, as discussed later. 

‘For the ultimate deprivation that the English working class has suffered - in fact the 
consequence of all the other deprivations - is the deprivation of respect’62 . No wonder, 
therefore, that there is a generation of people seemingly  lost and detached from 
mainstream society. Even the Labour Party ‘no longer offers and overarching narrative that 
working-class people can relate to’63 , and this has left a vacuum which can allow 
extremism to flourish64, and which groups such as the BNP are actively seeking to 
exploit65.

If the Church of England is still perceived to be the Tory Party at prayer then there is much 
ground to be made up.

! Perspectives on Ministry

Revd Jenny Low, Priest in Charge of Lawrence Weston and Avonmouth, describes 
working in sad communities with many  needy folk. These are people who would readily 
admit of themselves as being working-class. For her, living locally  is hugely important. She 
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notes a divide between the older “salt of the earth” with large extended families and those 
who have been moved in for the housing, such as single mums, so even in these more 
traditional places where community might be seen as stronger there are multiple smaller 
groupings. Bunting says that ‘within the divided unity of the modern urban environment, 
people are seeking communities which will meet some of their most basic social needs as 
human beings’66. There are also occasions when Jenny  has been called on to help  meet 
other needs; putting some credit on the prepaid utility  meter or, prior to the setting up of a 
foodbank, providing some basic essential foods. Her Church became aware of this and 
now provides her with a budget so she is not paying for this out of her own pocket.

Resources are a key  issue, not necessarily financial, but in having capable people. The 
ideal is to grow local people into leadership and ministry, but there are difficulties for this 
when the structures of Church management tend to aid those who are capable at 
articulating their own needs and preferences well in meetings, or are positive towards the 
prospect of training and learning, for example67. Jenny has been able to benefit from 
having Ordinands from the local Theological College embedded within her two 
congregations, an arrangement that Bunting acknowledged was also helpful in Chester-le-
Street68. 

A different dynamic has come into being at St Michael and All Angels in Twerton, Bath. 
Revd Richard Wilson, the Rector, recognises that he has gained a small group  of 
committed and capable graduate Christian couples who have independently made the 
decision to move into the locality and join the congregation in worship  and mission. 
Richard acknowledges that keeping the two groupings together is a difficult balancing act. 
Those who have moved into the area have come from large Charismatic Free Churches 
elsewhere in the city  and are, therefore, very wary of engaging with anything which 
smacks of “institution”. At an act of worship  on a Sunday morning we witnessed some of 
the good that is going on there, but also some examples of the tensions. Other than 
Richard the two people who led parts of the worship from the front were from the “incomer” 
group. Anna, who hosted the service, and Mark, who led the music group on the guitar. A 
new song was introduced at the beginning of the service and the congregation invited to 
learn it. After we had sat down a man behind us said, and with no real attempt to keep his 
voice down, that the song was rubbish (admittedly, the guitar was a bit louder than the 
vocals, so it was tricky to work out the melody). Later in the service we could hear the 
same man singing other songs with real gusto, but when we had a short time between 
songs of improvised words to a slower, repeated chord sequence, he impatiently started 
tapping a faster rhythm on the pew. Culture differences were also evident when Richard 
was speaking. He introduced the idea of things coming up in the new term by showing a 
photograph of an Oxford Mathematical Set in a tin and enquired whether anybody 
remembered them. The man behind us responded quite loudly that he didn’t because he 
hadn’t been to “posh school”, presumably  aware that Richard had been at Boarding 
School. Richard speaks affectionately of the man in question, and was not offended by his 
responses.

Richard had been forced to deal with several relationship  and inter-personal issues which 
had cropped up in the lead up to the start of the service. This may not have happened in a 
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more reserved middle-class setting, but he was able to sensitively draw some of those 
threads into what he was saying that morning about belonging, which led naturally into a 
time of prayer ministry for people to know that they belong to God. 

We had met most of the new group of young couples previously when Richard was hosting 
a supper with a visitor who was doing work with Twerton on the subject of discipleship, but 
we were not aware of any others form the Church who were not from this grouping. This is 
not to say that it is only this group who are important to Richard, and the testimony of 
Nathan with his experiences of drug abuse and prison and then subsequent sense of 
forgiveness when he became a Christian is hugely moving69. Inevitably, however, there are 
tensions - not least in terms of the degree of welcome to the recent changes that the 
Church has undergone with Charnley  noting the differences between the on-line (‘greater 
levels of satisfaction’) and hand-written (positive, but slightly  less so) responses to his 
questionnaire, thereby, presumably, indicating a different age profile in the responder70.

At Lawrence Weston and Avonmouth, in contrast, there is little aversion to more formal 
liturgy and traditional music, even from those who might have had no Church experience 
previously. However, Jenny does put a lot of effort into the Occasional Offices and, for her, 
Baptism is important as a foundation for the relationship between the local Church and the 
family. She emphasises the sense of the promises being made by the God-parents and 
responds by explaining the promises the local Church is making as well to support and 
welcome the child. Mums & Toddlers, After Schools Club are all emphatically Christian with 
a Gospel message “God slot” to back up the pledge the Church makes to support the 
growth in faith of the child.

! A perspective on a Church-led community project

Rosco’s cafe is run under the auspices of St 
Michael and All Angels Church in Twerton. It 
has a web site (coming soon)71  and is also 
listed on the proudoftwerton web page72. 
Seemingly it is a welcome part of the local 
community. It is located on the High Street, 
opposite the main parade of shops and so is 
easily  accessible. I visited in the middle of the 
week and was quite taken aback to see a 
group of men standing opposite on the street 
corner talking, smoking, and generally not 
having anything else to do - this is something 
one doesn’t see in more suburban areas. 
Richard had spoken previously of the way in 
which local unemployment means that there are a lot of people around and about during 
the day.
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The building, also known as Rose Cottage, is owned by the Church and is used for a good 
deal of Church and Community  activities. The cafe only runs three days per week. Inside 
the cafe is freshly decorated and furnished with a variety of items, giving the impression of 
being second hand but without being junk. There is a mixture of tables and sofas. Free 
Wifi is available and a CD of modern hymns plays quietly in the background.

The main serving area has a conservatory attached, with smaller side rooms off and a 
decent garden. The cafe is well used and excellent value. Several people passed through 
whilst I had a coffee and were clearly regulars. Two Community Police Support Officers 
stopped by for a coffee and were greeted warmly, the serving and kitchen staff having time 
to stop  and talk to people. There were four helpers visible in the kitchen and five acting as 
waitresses, taking the orders, collecting the money and delivering the food and drink to the 
tables.

Keith Charnley spent some time at Rosco’s as part of his placement whilst training at 
STETS and observed a fruitful work going on, even if the fruit isn’t reaped by St Michael’s 
Church. However, he did note the potential for the St Michaels to see Rose Cottage as the 
full and final extent of its mission helped, not a small extent, by financial contributions from 
the Diocese and Deanery and volunteers from other Churches locally73.

! Some observations

Clearly if Jesus is the Good news then he is so irrespective of social class, and Jesus also 
has to be Good News to those inside and those outside of the structures of Church. The 
mindset of most Churches needs to be shifted, therefore, through one hundred and eighty 
degrees; away from doing Church for the benefit of those already inside it, and outwards 
into ways in which God’s people can recapture the calling to Abraham to be a blessing to 
all the families on Earth74, and it would be a grave mistake indeed to assume that blessing 
in this context refers only to some sense of spiritual benefit distinct from the material world 
the we inhabit75. The historian Stuart Hall observed that

if you’re serious about a multicultural society, you would address the sense of 
alienation of white working-class people, who have to be won over to a new conception 
of themselves.76

Here, I would suggest, the ideal to which Hall is drawing us is to a society at peace with 
itself despite there being many cultural, racial and religious elements in the equation, and 
those who are often the most excluded from this sense of equanimity are what we might 
think of as the traditional working-class. A new narrative is required which doesn’t play on 
negatives such as victimhood or injustice, but celebrates the positive values of the 
working-class which are most in tune with the Kingdom of God; values we have noted 
already about belonging and mutuality of care, for example. One obvious way  that a 
blessing may be seen upon a community  has to be in its sense of togetherness or 
cohesion.
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There are serious issues of unemployment and underemployment amongst the working 
classes. If, as Gladwell writes,

autonomy, complexity, and a connection between effort and reward are...the three 
qualities that work has to have if it is to be satisfying77

then there can be few truly satisfying types of job available for traditional types of manual 
labour compared with previous generations. A Church-led community venture, such as 
was observed at Rosco’s, may be one such way of providing a degree of fulfilling activity 
for those without other work (even if the financial element is negligible), as well as 
providing an open space benefitting the whole community. History has provided too many 
examples where well meaning attempts have been made to improve the lot of the working-
classes, only for the end result to be less beneficial than had been desired. Working 
alongside and in partnership  with individuals or existing structures is of huge importance 
so that the errors of top-down imposition are avoided. The degree of fulfilment and 
empowerment to which Gladwell alluded can only occur with a fully integrated group 
delivering the vision and management of any such operation, and not just the manual 
labour.

Likewise, leadership and ministry have to be led in a totally collaborative manner, not just 
because it is through the active involvement of the laity  that gifts and discipleship can 
thrive, but also because this is the way in which the working-classes have instinctively 
gone about self-organising and self-regulating. Undoubtedly, the licensed minister has 
responsibilities and shares the cure of souls, but the minister must also be able to allow 
others into involvement so that the inner structures of Church, both legal and ministerial, 
are owned by the widest possible cross-section of the people. Collins strikes a note of 
caution quoting Celia Fremlin, an Oxbridge graduate who took a job as a kitchen-hand,

By working and living for a time among a class other than one’s own one may  learn a 
lot, but one will not become a member of that class. Between oneself and them there 
will remain a barrier, thin and clear as glass, but impenetrable.78

To be truly incarnational a Church cannot thrive relying only on the professionally trained, 
therefore probably  graduate, minister who will probably, therefore, carry this barrier around 
with them.

I suspect that the shape or flavour of the blessing that God intends his people to be will 
vary  in each place and context, and so if we are to explore ways in which a local Church 
can truly be and bring God’s blessing upon its local community then we must be attentive 
and entrepreneurial working outside the barriers of our own four walls; entrepreneurial in 
the sense that Morisy means when quoting Karl Rahner ‘[who] identified the active 
expression of  “venturesome love” as the real measure of Christian discipleship  and of 
being Church’79.  We must also be very careful to avoid framing a perception of blessing 
upon an individual in terms of personal advancement, a very middle class value, instead 
allowing people to flourish in accordance with their own inherited, and hopefully redeemed, 
values system.
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It is crucial to note some of the comments made by working-class people with regards to 
their Ministers, and particularly  to the inherent suspicion of the incoming professional who 
will do Church to them. The incoming minister, therefore, has to place him or herself 
amongst a leadership structure as an equal partner (even if, technically, the buck only 
stops in one place).

Resources are a concern across most Churches, but in working class communities they 
are in specially short supply. As Jenny pointed out often the lack is more noticeable in 
terms of able and capable people than in finance, and not everybody has a local 
Theological College upon which to call. In Twerton the need for resources is being met by 
external financial supporters, allowing the employment of the Mission and Worship  Leader 
for example, as well as by  those couples who have moved into the Parish as part of their 
own response to God’s calling. With either solution care would need to be taken to ensure 
that Church was not being done for or to people, but that their is a process of recognising 
and nurturing gifts from within the existing congregations. Croft relates an interesting story 
from his own time in Parish Ministry; the benefactor for St George’s Church in Ovenden 
deliberately gave not quite enough needed to supply everything for the new Church, the 
bells for the tower, for example, nor to cover ongoing costs, because she wisely 
recognised the need for a Church to get into the habit of resourcing work from within. As a 
result St George’s thrives whilst the Church across the valley, for which a different 
benefactor generously supplied everything, is now redundant80.

With the limits of contacts and time I was unable to see the effect that Fresh Expressions 
might have in situations where a Church is attempting to reach out to a largely  working-
class context. Avonmouth’s After Schools Club  would seem to come under the umbrella of 
‘Messy Church’. The important dynamic to note is that this style of Fresh Expression is 
directed at a child’s engagement with God through play or creativity. Those who 
accompany the children may themselves engage in the craft activities, or simply 
participate on the fringes in conversations of their own81 . Other Fresh Expressions, 
however, may be more problematic in these contexts. For instance, at a series of talks on 
New Monasticism at Greenbelt the Revd Ian Mobsby82 was faced by some quite negative 
responses from two Clergymen ministering in urban contexts who didn’t see these ideas 
easily  translating into a working-class environment. Most forms of Fresh Expression rely 
on the adult engaging with an act of worship  themselves and rely, therefore, on a common 
sense of cultural literacy  and agreed symbolism. I would suggest that an explanation for 
this is to be found in Hirsch’s discussion of cultural distance. Specifically Hirsch references 
those ‘from a similar class grouping’ as being within a reasonable proximity (shared 
language, values and so forth) to allow mission to take place83. Increasing the cultural 
distance, such as by crossing a class boundary, requires a very different dynamic. 
Churches with predominantly  Shepherd and Teacher modes of leadership  (the typical 
Anglican Church) will not be able to adapt themselves sufficiently to cross the cultural 
boundary whilst retaining the core DNA of Church, and take the Gospel further. This is the 
role of Evangelists and Prophets, if not Apostles84.
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Friendly  Societies now number a mere 200, but see themselves as one route towards 
coping with the downsizing of Welfare that successive Governments seem to be declaring 
as their intention85. The Cooperative is the fifth largest food retailer in the UK86 and is often 
seen as being at the forefront of a more ethical way of doing business, whilst still retaining 
the policy of returning a share in the society’s profits to its members. It would be hoped 
that within these two structures there is the seed of a possible future, returning to methods 
that were helpful a century ago. However these aspirations may be scuppered by 
Government (which never seem that willing to roll back their powers and thereby reduce 
the burden on the taxpayer) and the four food retailers larger than the Cooperative whose 
share-holders will, no doubt, prefer to see profits being shared amongst themselves. As 
aggressive manipulation of pricing is often the tool for enticing the shopper seeking the 
best value87, those on a lower income may not be able to afford to shop at the Cooperative 
in the first place.
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Part ii: Engaging with new housing developments

! House building in the 20th and 21st Centuries

‘Housing is not a question of Conservatism or Socialism. It is a question of humanity.’ 
Words spoken by Harold Macmillan when he was Housing Minister in the 1951 Tory 
Government88.

In the thirty years leading up to the First World War the idea of Parliament introducing a 
housing policy came into favour, ‘but only after regulation seemed to have become 
absolutely necessary for the maintenance of order and averting the risk of widespread 
disease and social disintegration’89 . Notable philanthropic projects, such as that 
undertaken by the Cadbury family in Bournville, were rare but successful90 

At the end of the First World War it became imperative for Lloyd George to act to build 
houses in order to reduce the risk of revolutionary  discontent, and so his campaign of 
‘Homes for Heroes’ meant that ‘in 1919 the Government first required councils to provide 
housing, helping them to do so through the provision of subsidies’91. This work was 
spurred on by the Tudor Walters Committee report92  which had endeavoured to provide 
much more detail, such as a ‘layout of housing schemes and site planning and 
development’93 

The 1930 Housing Act brought about a great move towards slum clearance, for example in 
the city of Bristol had 25,000 people living in housing deemed unsuitable for human 
habitation, meaning that 5,000 properties were to be demolished and replaced94. This was 
also partly a UK response to Roosevelt’s New Deal as a means of combatting the effects 
of the Great Depression by investing in infrastructure95, but the results were not the great 
leap forward envisaged, producing either ‘great barracks of apartment blocks’96 or ‘estates 
[which] were far from places of employment, smaller, narrow-fronted, with narrow road 
verges, no trees and generally less well-built’97.

At the end of the Second World War house building became a political hot potato. Both 
parties agreed that 300,000 new properties would have to be built every year. Labour’s 
New Jerusalem ideal meant they were committed to quality and equality of housing. 
However, they were unable to build as many houses as they had promised by some 
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measure (227,000 per annum as against 300,000 projected), a failing which the 
Conservatives used to their electoral advantage, returning to power in 1951. By  sacrificing 
quality the Tories were able to build more than 300,000 per annum in the mid 1950s98.

By the late 1950’s the “high rise” had come to be seen as the panacea for the housing 
crisis, particularly  for meeting the demand for the social housing component of the overall 
shortage. However, the poor quality workmanship and experimental building practices that 
contributed to the collapse of Ronan Point in 1968 characterised this style of building as 
worse than anything it replaced99 and this experiment fell from favour100.

The rate of house building peaked in the late 1960s at over 400,000 new properties per 
annum, but in the last 25 years the annual rate has never been more than half of that 
total101.

The 1979 Conservative Government introduced the Right to Buy Scheme allowing Council 
tenants to purchase their properties at discounted prices. Over the life of this scheme 
some two million properties transferred to the private sector, a fraction under 10% of the 
total UK Housing Stock. Whilst the scheme seems to have been popular with the 
electorate, and possibly contributed to keeping Labour out of power for such an extended 
period, it was not without its critics. For example the complaint that ‘the remaining stock of 
council housing was concentrated in undesirable areas with little employment opportunity, 
further isolating and stigmatising the tenants’102  is probably justified, and the level of 
discounts has been reduced in recent years. Broadly  speaking, though, ‘in the 1980s and 
1990s market forces largely determined housing construction trends’103. 

New Labour and the current Coalition both recognised the enormous balancing act to be 
made with regard to housing. ‘We are working to increase the number and quality  of 
houses available to buy and rent, improve the flexibility of social housing, and tackle 
homelessness’104, states the front page to the current Government Housing web  site. The 
Government is still looking to build 120,000 new homes per annum105, which equates to a 
Charlton Hayes-sized development completed every week of the year.

In November 2011 the Coalition launched its latest Housing Strategy, Laying The 
Foundations106. The Executive Summary (pages vii to x) focuses on the economic benefits 
of revitalising the building industry, although recognising the projected need for more 
homes by 2033 with an ageing population living longer. The Foreword states the ambition 
to ‘give many  more people the satisfaction and security that comes from stepping over 
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their own threshold’107, but one can’t help  but wonder whether that isn’t a pale shadow of 
the importance of humanity  in housing referred to by Macmillan. This latest strategy has 
also come under fire from several quarters, included ex-minister Peter Luff108. The 
suggestion is that the Conservative Shires would be very desirable locations for 
developments should planning regulations be relaxed, for those are precisely the places 
people would seem to want to chose to live.

Nicholas Ridley famously used the acronym “nimby” (not in my back yard) to describe 
those people who do not want any new developments near their properties. However, 
whilst acting as Secretary of State for the Environment he also opposed the building of 
affordable housing near one of his homes109. Therein lies the heart of the problem - our 
lifestyles require that many more houses are built each year, but few welcome this building 
work done near them. In order to build several hundred thousand properties every year it 
is inevitable that large scale developments will have to be built somewhere.

! A modern development

There is a well known Punch cartoon which depicts a couple in period costume at the foot 
of the steps leading up to St Paul’s Cathedral. In the caption he is saying to his companion 

Just think, my  dear...if this is what man is capable of achieving in the seventeenth 
century, imagine what he’ll be capable of by the twentieth!110

de Botton acknowledges Worringer’s theory to describe how a culture might decide what 
types of art or buildings are to be 
though t o f as beau t i f u l ; ‘ t he 
determinant [lies]...in those values 
which the society in question [is] 
lacking’111 . If this is the case then, 
judging by the houses which are so 
appealing on programmes such as 
Grand Designs and Homes in the 
Country, we long for homes which are 
spacious, thoughtfully designed or 
characterful and built or renovated 
around ourselves. These are certainly 
not the qualities seen in the mass 
housing developments in recent 
times. Beautiful buildings from the 
past have somehow risen above the 

restrictions placed upon them by 
architects and provide homes which are still desirable, such as the Royal Crescent in Bath 
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where every frontage is identical, 
or the regimented, limited width of 
houses on the Herengracht in 
Amsterdam, a limitation which 
inspired tremendous variety in the 
decoration of the fronts of the 
houses as seen from the canal. 
Both of these examples, however, 
relied on the subsequent owners 
having sufficient funds to overcome 
these restrictions and invest in their 
properties.

The Swiss born architect Le 
Corbusier responded to the urban 
housing problems in urban centres 
like Paris in the early twentieth century. Looking at the poor state of these cities he 
proposed a new style which sought to leave behind ‘the class-based stratification of the 
former; housing is now assigned according to family size, not economic position’112. 
Despite producing some houses which were ground-breaking in their Modernist style113, 
his work became associated with later architects who developed ‘an architectural 

philosophy, rather than a style, 
[which] was often also associated 
with a socialist utopian ideology’114, 
a philosophy which came to be 
known as Brutalism. Unsurprisingly 
therefore, when transplanted to the 
l a r g e s c a l e s o c i a l h o u s i n g 
developments of the 1950s and 
1960s, these attempts at social 
engineering with concrete proved to 
be ham-fisted. People actually felt 
more threatened in this high-rise 
brave new world115. The end results 
were typically  as grim and dreary as 
the subterranean City  of the 
Workers in Fritz Lang’s Metropolis.

Putting mass areas of social housing underground is an experiment that does not seem to 
have (as yet) been suggested, but there have been some fairly objectionable attempts to 
segregate housing away from privately owned properties, such as the infamous 
Cutteslowe Wall in Oxford116. The wall was built specifically in order to deprive residents 
on the council estate of access to the main road through the private housing area, and 
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forcing ‘a half a mile detour to the schools, shops and buses’117. After long protests the 
wall was demolished in 1959.

It is more difficult to define a philosophy of design for contemporary housing 
developments. The marketing materials provided for Hammonds Grove refer to ‘a new 
community, unique location and contemporary lifestyle’118, but say remarkably little about 
the properties themselves. Bovis’ main website stresses the need for them to consider the 
environment, reduce waste and make homes which are efficient to live in119  - all of which 
are, surely, to be welcomed, but again they say nothing about the properties.

Yet, despite this apparent blandness we need to heed what Goldberger writes

there is much more to say about a great cathedral than about a generic shed, but each 
helps shape our environment. And the...residential architecture of the...suburban town 
of today, [has] a much greater impact on where we live than a distant cathedral120.

This impact is most keenly  felt, I would suggest, in what the houses actually feel like to 
inhabit. There are two competing demands here.

On the one hand is the legitimate concern for preservation of as much greenfield land as 
possible, therefore if substantial quantities of housing are to be built then the density  of 
these properties has to be as high as possible. Whilst we might recoil at the prospect of 
buying a property  in an area of high density  there are arguments the other way; for 
example a higher density of housing would make a local shop be within walking distance 
of a greater number of people, and therefore more viable121. The density of the 
construction of Charlton Hayes, according to the planning application, is between 40 and 
70 units per hectare, with the majority of the site in the range of 50 to 60122. This compares 
favourably with the current average density of dwellings in England, which is 42 per 
hectare123. 

On the other hand is the serious issue of the effects of a lack of space upon people and 
families.

We are just on top of each other the whole time. We find we are arguing much more 
than we used to - simply because there's not the space to be get away  from one 
another.
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said one BBC interviewee124. A report by RIBA records significantly lower amounts of 
space in new UK residences than compared to Ireland or Germany, and this brings with it 
significant costs in terms of health and educational attainment125.

Alain de Botton gave a lecture in 2006 titled “The Question of Beauty in Architecture” 
which was scathing of the aesthetic impact of the current designs of large scale 
developments 

Many volume house builders are turning out very, very  disappointing buildings for no 
good reason. It doesn't cost more to build a nice building. You just have to employ  an 
architect, which they on the whole refuse to do126.

de Botton may complain that no architects are involved in the designs of new housing 
developments, but in a sense somebody is doing that work (even if they aren’t doing it 
particularly imaginatively), and so I think Goldberger would include them in his defence 
that

Architects are not makers of public policy, and while they  can design what they  please, 
they can build only what a client wants to pay for127.

The sorts of change that are required actually seem to require a culture shift in the UK with 
our expectations of housing density, the uses of public vs private spaces and what types of 
accommodation is suitable for a family, and what we are willing to pay for. The density of 
some developments in inner city France, for example, can reach 400 dwellings per 
hectare128. It would be interesting to discover to what extent the French are more relaxed 
towards living in a public space, but perhaps a better climate and a different cultural role 
for restaurants, bars and cafes compensate.

! A case study: Corsham

Corsham is a ‘historic market town’129  in north west Wiltshire. Up until 2003 the population 
stood at around 9000, but approval was then given for a development of 500 houses 
known as Katherine Park, a band of housing to the south west of the town, raising the 
population to 11000 (discounting some of the outlying villages.)

The town came fully into being in the 14th Century  with the wealth from local wool130, and 
has a historic feel to the centre with old houses. Corsham Court131acts as a tourist 
attraction with parkland walks open to the public and the largest spreading tree in the 
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UK132. The town is picturesque enough to have been used a location for television and film 
productions.

Nowadays, the largest local employer is the Ministry  of Defence with 2,100 staff based at 
the Basil Hill site133. This type of work is very  specialised, forming part of a larger network 
of Military and Civil Service personnel in Bath and at Abbeywood in north Bristol. This 
gives Corsham a strange dynamic whereby  it is served by a poor transport network and 
yet acts as ‘a net importer of workers, but at the same time the town has relatively high 
levels of out-commuting’134.

The Katherine Park development lies between the town centre and the Basil Hill site. 
There is a Co-operative shop  near the central roundabout on the estate and some playing 
fields at one end with Section 106135 money allocated to provide a changing room facility.

! Corsham Churches and the new housing development

There are several Churches in Corsham. An Anglican Team Ministry serving Corsham and 
Lacock, with some smaller villages, is centred on the Parish Church of St Bartholomew 
close to Corsham Court136. Corsham Baptist Church is very active, and one of the largest 
Churches in the area, drawing in families and young people from nearby towns137.

The Team Rector of the Anglican Team was honest enough to admit that they have not 
really  engaged with the residents of the Katherine Park development, although plans are 
afoot for a Mission in May 2013.

The Baptist Church was used to 170 regular worshippers on a Sunday  prior to the new 
housing being built and there has been no noticeable increase since. They do know of 
some of their members who have moved out to the new houses, but they too have not 
specifically targeted the estate, relying instead on having a good web site and knowing 
that people have no trouble finding them as they are the largest Church in Corsham. Their 
conclusion is that people moving in to the new houses either already  have existing Church 
links from their previous homes, or are of a younger demographic and are therefore less 
likely to attend Church.

The Baptists did comment on the burden the new housing has placed on the infra-
structure of the town, with daily traffic jams in to Chippenham and up to the M4 motorway, 
but this impact has not been as great as had been initially  feared. One of the benefits of 
the development had been money going into refurbishing the Community  Centre, which 
was greatly appreciated.

One observation they made was that because most of the Katherine Park houses had 
small gardens they would suit commuters who would not be looking to put down real roots 
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in the area, and so Katherine Park did not have a real sense of belonging to the wider 
community.

! A local perspective on Corsham

Karen and her family  had no previous connection with Corsham and they moved onto the 
estate five years ago into a newly  built detached property without any real connections 
with the area. Friends had seen the house and made an enquiry on their behalf knowing 
they needed to move to give them an extra bedroom. She describes the development as 
having mixed housing styles; detached, town houses and small terrace. These adjoining, 
different style houses all share the same driveway and so she knows those around her 
well and everybody around is keen to be neighbourly.

Karen and her husband both work in Education away from Corsham and the children went 
to the School at which Karen worked in Bath and so, like most of the people they know, 
they moved onto Katherine Park because the type of house they needed was affordable. 
There are some who have retired and bought a new house as part of down-sizing, but 
most people leave the estate each day to go to work. People are away for a lot of the time.

Karen does know some of her neighbours who are Christians. Some of these have tried to 
fit into the local Churches but without real success. Some go to the Baptist Church (but 
less regularly  than they had previously been used to attending) and one or two had 
wanted to support the local Anglican Church, but ended up returning to their previous 
Churches further away for a number of Sundays each month. The implication was that 
after belonging to more urban and lively Churches previously, the local Churches were 
unable or unwilling to incorporate the potential new members, even though some of them 
went from a sense of call to support the local congregations. Karen was aware of one local 
Church, from the village of Neston, which had been the most proactive with the new 
housing, hosting outdoor services on the open grassy areas and holding some Christmas 
events.

Over the summer Karen had really enjoyed going into the town to use the Butchers, Post 
Office and Delicatessen and would love to be able to do that more, employment allowing.

There have been some issues with the development, however. The Police now regularly 
tour the estate because youngsters from the town had been racing their cars around the 
roads, and a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was coming into being. There were also 
problems due to the housing being built by  a mix of developers which had meant differing 
levels of quality with defects and faults already showing up.

There had been a large Diamond Jubilee celebration which had been really  well 
supported, but more effort was needed to make the area feel like home. Newcomers tend 
to be quite open to being involved, and kindness and welcoming actions are always 
appreciated. Five years on there are a number of people who are moving house but 
staying within the estate.

Karen had not been able to participate in the newly formed Katherine Park Residents’ 
Association138. This group had organised itself to take issues of concern to the residents to 
the local council, and one significant issue is the question of the use of the Section 106 
money. Those living on the estate are concerned that if, as initially planned, a football pitch 
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and changing room facilities are built on the playing fields then that will only attract outside 
groups (such as a Sunday league football team) rather than actually benefit the locals139. 
The suggestion here is that by locals the KPRA mean the residents of Katherine Park 
itself, rather than the wider community of Corsham.

! A case study: Westbury

Westbury lies under the edges of Salisbury Plain and is the site of habitation since anglo-
Saxon times140. There is little in the way of local employment, and the cement factory 
(whose chimney is visible for miles to the west) has now been mothballed141.

In 1991 the population was 9,500, rising to 11,500 by the 2001 Census142. This increase 
was due to the commencement of the development known as Leigh Park in 1998. The 
1300 homes took 13 years to complete.

Wiltshire Council recognise that investment and improvements in the local infrastructure 
have not kept pace with the rate of housebuilding, and register this as a cause of concern 
in the local Core Strategy documents143.

! A professional perspective on Westbury

John is a partner in a small, local chain of Estate Agents, and runs the branch in Westbury 
and has had experience of dealing with the Leigh Park housing development since the 
houses first came on the market.

Originally the developer Persimmon owned the site, but sold off small pockets to other 
developers, which would seem to be normal practice to boost cashflow and offset some 
risk. The original Persimmon literature promised a Health Centre, shops and a Community 
Centre. The Health Centre recently opened, 13 years later - a cause of much distress in 
the intervening period.

Initially  buyers were local people with jobs in or around the town and first-time buyers 
would aspire to own a property on the development, but then Persimmon offered 
“Executive Homes” (four and five bedroom properties) which has greatly  encouraged 
relocations from outside. The largest proportion of buyers are now people from some 
distance away moving to the area with jobs as the houses are significantly cheaper than 
comparable properties in Bath or Chippenham. 30% of those moving in initially found the 
house using the internet as Westbury  would not necessarily be their immediate choice of 
location.
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John did comment on the divide between the home owners and those living in the social 
housing. Generally the latter are the 2 and 3 bedroom houses, although two large 
apartment blocks have now been built.

A Residents’ Association was formed in 2002144 and John’s experience was that this type 
of self-organised representation of the community’s needs was a vital starting point for 
those living on a new development.

! Westbury Churches and the new housing development

Revd Steven Baggs initially joined the ministry team in Westbury as a Church Army 
worker, but was subsequently ordained and served as Assistant Curate before moving to 
his first incumbency in the autumn of 2012.

He lived on the new development and was involved in many projects on the Leigh Park 
and elsewhere in the town. His experience of the Residents Association was that it 
became a vehicle for individuals to push agendas, so for example the Section 106 
agreement allowed for a Community Centre with a dedicated chapel, but one of the 
councillors didn't want occupied by the Jehovahs Witnesses. As a result the Church was 
dragged into occupying this as a Churches Together project. This idea was later 
abandoned, and the local Baptist Church now use this facility on Sundays. On other issues 
Steven felt the Residents Association was (in his words) a “disaster area”, which 
encouraged those with a genuine desire to build up the whole community to keep away 
from it.

The Anglican Church has had a presence on the estate through housing Steven and his 
predecessor. Churches Together arrange an Assembly rota for the local school. This has 
now been in operation for several years, and Steven was also able to go into the school 
and do some class work using Godly Play. The school has really  been at the centre of the 
community on Leigh Park. There is a perception in the churches that nobody knows who 
lives on the estate, but actually many of the young families, and even some retired people 
from church, live there. Steven was also involved in delivering food parcels from the food 
bank to some of the poorer families on the estate.

A prayer group was established on the estate, and out of that work began on a drop-in 
centre called Crosspoint145, but after a short time it was felt that the development  was not 
big enough to have a project dedicated to such a small area, and so the work was 
expanded into a town wide initiative.

! A case study: Kingfisher Church on Paxcroft Mead, Trowbridge

Paxcroft Mead was marketed as a "rural village" of 1100 new homes to the east of 
Trowbridge, the first houses coming onto the market in 1997. The initial plans included a 
Secondary School (never started) and a Doctor's Surgery  (but no Doctors seemed 
interested, the site eventually taken on by a brewery to provide a pub). The development 
has a precinct with a small supermarket and other shops next to the pub, and there is also 
the main site for the Mead Community School. This is a primary  school with over 500 on 
the role, split over this and a second, smaller site in a nearby  village. There is now an 
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adjoining development called Castle Mead to the south of Paxcroft Mead146, and small 
number of plots filling in some of the gaps, with concerns about the impact of these 
additional works on those now living on Paxcroft Mead itself147.

Kingfisher Church has been running in the Mead School for three and a half years and is a 
plant from St Thomas’ Church in the centre of Trowbridge. When the development came 
into being the Diocese allocated a sum of £50,000 to develop a Church site within the 
development, but with the plant being based in the School this money has been 
reallocated to work within the town. 

Approximately 70% of the congregation live on the estate which, on the morning we 
visited, consisted of 25 adults and 12 children. The family  service was lovely  and gentle 
(but certainly  not anodyne), and included everybody who wanted to be. Although the 
congregation was small there was a real sense of them knowing each other and the 
children. The Church is led by a Lay person, although she played little visible part in the 
main part of the service as a good number of others had been involved in leading, music 
or praying. One of the couples who had been part of leading the service had been one of 
the first to move onto Paxcroft Mead.

The relationship  with the School is key for the plant. Members of the Church go into the 
School regularly to lead Collective Worship, and this has led to the Church being trusted 
by the School which, in turn, gives a sense of legitimacy  to the Church’s presence in the 
building and, therefore, the wider community.

Kingfisher have worked hard to publicise their presence, banners are visible on Sunday 
mornings near the shops, and a leaflet drop is done for Harvest, Christmas and Easter. 
This drew some locals in at first, but they are committed to keeping this going as a way of 
ensuring continued visibility, and so care is taken to design the leaflets to be colourful and 
attractive. Kingfisher also has its own web site148.

In the last year the Church had undertaken its first Alpha Course in response to a request 
from a new member, and this had resulted in a group of four, plus three leaders, meeting 
in a house. It is hoped that this small scale model would be repeated in the near future.

Resourcing is a serious concern. The benefits of being a small, relational Church mean 
that the workload is split amongst a small group of people. Clearly this is a delicate 
balance with, on the one hand, the need to ensure mid to long term sustainability with, on 
the other hand, the sense of belonging and discipleship that having a larger portion of the 
Church congregation being “hands on” brings about. The weekly notice sheet includes lots 
of information about the other events going on at St Thomas and in the wider ecumenical 
community within the town. Alison, the Lay leader, wisely stressed the need for prayerful 
discernment about could realistically be taken on.

The Revd. Allan Coutts is the Vicar of St Thomas, and so is responsible for Kingfisher as 
well. He described how the vision for the plant began in 1997/1998 when the development 
was being built. Initially the development was not in the Parish, but a Pastoral 
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Reorganisation took place in 2000 to bring the entire estate within the Parish boundary  of 
St Thomas. The planning and praying went on for nearly a decade, and it wasn’t until 2008 
that the time seemed right to proceed. An announcement was made in Church inviting 
people to pray and see if they felt called to be part of the Church plant. It was made clear 
that if you lived on Paxcroft Mead you didn’t have to move to the plant, and if you lived off 
the development you could still belong to it. Twenty adults, with ten children, came forward 
and this became the core team. Alison was appointed the leader as she was already in the 
Church and was recognised as somebody with gifts, and the Aldhelm Fund149 committed 
to pay for her to work 2 days per week for three years.

This group  then underwent three months of preparation - meeting as a team fortnightly  to 
discuss such questions as who are we as a Church, what is the DNA of St Thomas’ 
Church that they want to replicate, what can be different and what gifts are there to fit in? 
Advice was sought from other experienced practitioners, including Sandy Millar from Holy 
Trinity Brompton even though the “HTB Model” was not adopted.

On Palm Sunday in 2009 the Area Bishop came to St Thomas’ Church and commissioned 
the team, and the following week, Easter Sunday, they went live in the School.

Kingfisher Church feels secure in itself now, but hasn’t attracted as many new people off 
the estate as had been hoped, so growth is slow. The neighbouring Parishes in the 
Canalside Benefice (see below) operate a more traditional style of village Church and 
have invested heavily time and effort with Baptism families. The Church of St James in the 
town centre is the formal, civic Church for the town which would appeal, possibly, to older 
people. There has also been a Vineyard Church start in the town recently which attracts a 
lot of the 20s and 30s age-group. Some from Paxcroft Mead may well be attracted to these 
different Churches rather than Kingfisher.

Allan reiterated the importance of the link with the School. Alison, the Lay leader of 
Kingfisher, is a parent of a child in the School and her husband serves on the PTA. They 
had been involved in PHSE lessons in the School, and so had served the School in many 
ways.

Even though Kingfisher has matured and started to develop its own identity  it is still 
dependent on St Thomas, particularly  now that the Aldhelm Fund money has run out. 
Kingfisher will face a shortfall of £7,000 this year. St Thomas Church is bearing the cost of 
paying Alison’s salary, and the cost of hiring the School. St Thomas is currently involved in 
several projects and the whole congregation, and not just those at Kingfisher, as being 
asked to reconsider the level of their giving to cover this and other areas of deficit.

Once each month Kingfisher has a Communion Service, and so is reliant on a Priest from 
St Thomas to preside, and once each month the Worship Team from St Thomas lead at 
Kingfisher to give the core team a weekend off. Legally Kingfisher and St Thomas are one 
entity. Kingfisher produce their own newsletter, but rely on the Office at St Thomas for 
support, payroll etc. Some of the Kingfisher congregation use evening or med-week events 
at St Thomas, so there is still a strong link.

The Leadership  team at Kingfisher meet monthly and Allan meets Alison regularly - he has 
a great deal of confidence in her and she is using her other skills to bring coaching and 
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listening  skills to St Thomas. This is especially useful as St Thomas is at a time of 
transition. Losing the group  to Kingfisher has actually  left a sense of bereavement in the 
main congregation, especially as those involved in Kingfisher were highly valued and 
contained families with the smallest children.

! A ministerial perspective on Staverton, Trowbridge

Revd Stephen Ball is the Rector of the Canalside Benefice, comprising three Parishes 
forming the north eastern boundary of Trowbridge and running out eastwards along the 
Devizes Road, with the Kennet and Avon Canal running through the middle of all of them. 
Staverton itself was originally a ribbon development of 200 souls running for approximately 
1.5 miles along the B3105 from what was the Nestle factory in to Hilperton. Historically 
local employment was either agricultural or at the factory, but both of these have reduced 
their workforce in recent years. Tucked away behind the village was the canal marina. 
Expansion out from Trowbridge had placed a large industrial estate next to the marina with 
facilities such as the Household Recycling Centre.

The Parish Council initially welcomed the plan for a new development in the early  1990s 
because it saw it as a way of reinvigorating the community. The phasing of the 
development has meant that the final houses are only just completed, but more 
significantly the roads connecting the estate to the village and surrounding road network 
have only  just been opened. Therefore all traffic, until recently, had to enter and exit the 
development via the canal bridge next to the marina, directly  onto the Trading Estate 
which has not helped to encourage a sense of community for Staverton itself. The link 
road onto the B3105 also has roadsigns stating that this is not a through road, but for 
residents only. With the canal, railway and the B3105 forming the three sides of the 
perimeter triangle there is a real sense of this being an island.

The old residents of Staverton have generally moved away or died, and the Parish Church 
of St Paul’s closed in the last year due to declining congregation and long-standing share 
arrears. Its location, overlooking the flood plain north towards Bradford on Avon meant it 
was in the worst possible location for residents of the new development. The pub, also 
situated at that end of the village, had closed but has now re-opened as a more expensive 
gastro-pub.

The development itself comprises in the region of 750 houses, but no community  centre. A 
small parade has been built next to the marina, comprising a dentists, two take-aways and 
a convenience store. A new sports ground and pavilion have also been built, but have not 
yet really found a use, and there is no real community heart. Only 5 or 6 residents of the 
new development have bothered to become members of the old Staverton Club.

Most of the residents that Stephen knows have moved a relatively short distance, seeing 
in the new houses either a means of upgrading or downsizing. A lot of professional families 
have moved in, and so there is a glut of children in the primary and early  secondary age 
groups. The local primary school currently has 220 on role, but is planning to expand with 
another two classes to cope with the demand.

There have been numerous attempts at building a community  spirit; sports days, a Jubilee 
celebration and so forth, but the response is quite apathetic. As many have not moved a 
great distance it is assumed that Church and community links with previous houses remain 
in place (at least for the present). The development has placed the bulk of the affordable 
housing in one area and so there is little mixing between the different categories of 
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residents. Indeed a wall placed to prevent children falling into the canal has given the 
impression of the residents being segregated off. This has brought about an area with an 
estimated 60% social housing and there are local mutterings about the behaviour of the 
children from this part of the estate, although Stephen has been involved in writing to the 
Parish Council to defend the residents and to point out that with so few community 
facilities he would be as equally concerned about mischief or worse that the “middle class” 
children with nothing to do and nowhere to go might get up to.

With the influx of families Stephen has a growing and successful Baptism ministry  based 
at another of his Churches, St Michael and All Angels in Hilperton, but this growth has 
come from the new developments in Staverton and neighbouring Paxcroft Mead. Stephen 
has wisely invested a good deal in this work, perceiving that this is where God is most at 
work. Stephen visits a potential Baptism family and emphasises the promises that are 
made by parents and God-parents, indeed a degree of discernment is used and some 
families are encouraged to consider a Thanksgiving rather than a Baptism where there is 
little real sign of a faith or a depth of meaning in Baptism. After the Baptism the families are 
repeatedly invited to events with colourful leaflets for each quarter; midweek and Sunday 
Kids’ Praise and All Age Services. As a result, if all the families turned up  on the same 
Sunday, there would be a congregation of 200 made up  of just Baptism families. These 
families are happy to be involved with this, and it is a rare thing indeed for the children to 
be only brought by Mum. However, with pressured lifestyles it has been difficult to get 
members of these families to take up responsibilities in the Church, such as PCC 
membership. Those with time and skills seem to have been hoovered up  by the Schools 
and how little space left for anything else.

Stephen has been fortunate to have not had large amounts of opposition, although there 
are many older Church members who have struggled with the changes Stephen has 
sought to bring about. Some will worship in one of the other Churches in the Benefice on 
certain Sundays, but most see the need to do something to bring about growth. (Having 
had St Paul’s close has perhaps been a timely  reminder). A similar development in Church 
life now seems to be happening at another of his Churches, the tiny tin chapel of St Mary 
Magdalen in Hilperton Marsh. Stephen had been met with a suspicion of change and had 
found himself praying for new contacts in the community. One family came forward for 
Baptism and they had several friends in a similar position, and so Stephen is starting to 
build a new thing there too.

Stephen initially arrived in the Benefice as Assistant Curate but his Training Incumbent 
experienced burn out and left ministry. His successor was an excellent transitional minister 
who worked to bring about the new Benefice and get the Parishes in a place to accept a 
new Incumbent; Stephen moved from being Curate to Incumbent in 2008, moving into the 
current Vicarage which had been completed as part of the third phase of the building work. 
He too, though, experienced a period of severe stress and had to take a block of time out 
to recover. He is now very strict about a day  off every week, and a 48 hour period once 
each month. Stephen also takes a monthly  retreat day to worship and listen to God for 
himself. He finds this time feeds his sermons for the month ahead and his Parishioners are 
supportive of these steps. Stephen also has a practice of occasional, what he refers to as, 
Red Zone weeks where only the public, diary events are undertaken, but nothing else is 
taken on in the spaces in between. There is a cost to this which is that Stephen has had to 
come to recognise the reality of some things simply not being done or finished.
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The Parish has recently begun a process of writing a vision, both to describe where they 
see themselves being now but also to allow people to contribute to defining the future. The 
PCC is fully supportive of this.

! A ministerial perspective on Toton, Nottingham

Toton is a suburb to the south west of the city of Nottingham, out toward the M1 
motorway150. The Revd Peter Gibbs was Vicar from 2001 until 2008 and experienced the 
impact of the development of an estate of 500 homes in his parish. This development was 
to be on land released by the Ministry of Defence.

In order to establish a foothold on the estate Peter challenged the congregation to 
consider whether any of them felt called to relocate and move into one of the new houses 
as, for example, there could be no homegroups without accessible homes. One person did 
respond to this, seeing it as her part of the mission of the Church and in due course she 
became an invaluable and influential resident. Peter stressed the importance that the 
indigenous leadership  of the Church should be involved in this call to mission, not just the 
Vicar.

Peter made contact with the Planning Department and, through them, established what 
community and Section 106 provision had been made. In his experience the developers 
can be quite difficult to pin down on these issues, and if the allocated land remains 
unoccupied within five years then the land would revert to them. He also found it helpful to 
get a detailed map from the Planning Department and use this as a reference for visiting 
and seeing when people were moving in. Coloured dots could indicate the arrival of new 
residents (the appearance of curtains in the windows is a useful sign, for example) and 
then, after an initial welcoming visit, a red/orange/green coloured dot was used on the map 
to signify the warmth of the response and whether follow up would be useful.

The Church prepared an information pack for new arrivals to the development which was 
put together ecumenically (although it was only really the Anglicans who took the visiting 
seriously) as well as other useful things a new resident might need; contact details for 
dustbin collections, library details, school options (although this quickly  became out of 
date), names of Councillors, Scouts and Guides details and so forth, as well as snippets 
that the developers don’t think of such as where the local newspaper shop might be. All 
this information collecting requires spadework and constant review, but it did give Church 
members a non-threatening and helpful reason to say hello to a newcomer on the 
development.

It was difficult to find a communal area that could be used for worship, but they eventually 
settled on a room in the Health Centre which was designed for group use. As this room 
was unused at weekends the Doctors were happy for the Church to have a key to the back 
door for access. They settled on a routine of being outside the Health Centre, part of a 
small parade of shops, on a Saturday morning to chat and then meeting for worship  at 
5:30 on the Saturday evening (after the football but before other things started). This 
proved to be productive as, even for lifelong Churchgoers, the decision about starting 
attending a new Church after a move like this was usually very low down on the priorities.

This work required effort, and with hindsight Peter would use a much bigger team. 
Thinking that the new development would add approximately 1500 people to existing 
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Parish of 7500, the Church released a dozen for work on the development. Covering 500 
houses where no existing relationships existed was a big thing for this small group to 
undertake. The residents tended to be couples who both worked (to keep  up with 
payments on the new mortgage) and so were not around during the day. Evening visits 
were often complicated because the couples would be home but exhausted (sometimes 
answering the door in dressing gowns as if ready for bed). The dozen sometimes felt 
unsupported by the wider Church, as if they had been delegated the work so the rest of 
the Church could carry on as before.

Additional events were put on and the Church held Fun Days on the communal green 
space, and this proved to be a way of getting the whole congregation involved on the 
development.

A lot of the affordable housing on the development was built as flats which proved to be 
much more difficult to access, and operated essentially as gated communities. The Church 
struggled to get into the buildings, and even struggled to make contact with the Housing 
Associations.

The Church was at the heart of founding the Residents’ Association, but as so few Church 
members were on site this was inevitably handed over to other residents with the time and 
skills to run it. Clearly this is the right thing to do, as the priorities for the residents at that 
stage in the life of the development related to issues such as snagging properties. Other 
issues which took time to resolve were the insufficient supply of car parking, even though 
the developers had provided the statutory  minimum, and speed ramps. It was also noted 
how the density of the buildings (again totally  within statutory limits) created a slightly 
claustrophobic atmosphere with small gardens and limited space between buildings.

The Church, because of established contacts through the community, did prove to be very 
good at knowing the sorts of information, people or groups that people needed to know or 
contact. If Peter had his time in Toton again he would even push to try to establish a 
surgery where residents could come and find any information they require.

Toddler groups also proved to be a good strategy as people don’t necessarily  like having 
to take little ones too far, and there were some Mums on the development who didn’t have 
access to a car during the day. 

Peter was drawn into a campaign to re-route a local bus to allow those on the estate to get 
access it - the developers had designed the road layout with the prime purpose of getting 
cars off and onto the perimeter roads, rather than design the inner, connecting roads with 
a bus route in mind. In his role as a Governor at the local School Peter was also involved 
in lobbying Councillors and then the MP. The local schools were all full, and so when a 
space became available it would be made public, allowing somebody unhappy with a 
neighbouring school to put in an application quickly  - the policy was not to hold places 
open. As a result it became impossible for those moving on to the development to reserve 
a place, even in the school nearest to them. Getting the Church seen as a helpful 
information provider and a compassionate advocate allowed them to be considered more 
as partners by the local Councillors.

The local press in Nottingham is now reporting plans for a further, larger development on 
another part of the site151.
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! A professional perspective on affordable housing

Georgina and her husband run a well-established business advising on the planning for 
and development of social housing.

Generally there are three categories of affordable housing, which may not be immediately 
evident to the outside observer. The largest segment (at Charlton Hayes, for example, this 
will be 83% of the 25% of the properties which are designated as affordable) is for rented 
accommodation administered by a housing association. The second (17% of affordable 
housing at Charlton Hayes) is designated as shared ownership with the housing 
association152. In these properties the resident owns a portion of the property and pays a 
below market-rate rent on the balance, but generally has the option to buy increased 
stakes all the way up  to 100% ownership 153. The third category, which is less favoured 
(and of which there are no examples on Charlton Hayes) is for Reduced Market Housing, 
whereby 10% of the properties are sold for 10% below market value to people nominated 
by the local Council.

The rented properties will have a minimum specification governing size of rooms and 
external facilities and so, for example, the houses may have a shed and fenced-in garden. 
These may actually make the house feel as if it is a “better” property than an owner/
occupier neighbour with a similar number of bedrooms. However, and what is often 
overlooked when there is a sense of injustice felt by the owner/occupier, is that a two 
bedroom housing association property will be expected to cater for four occupants, and a 
three bedroom for five.

Nominating the occupiers for affordable housing will be done by the Council, and this 
means that Councillors may have a say in allocations. As South Gloucestershire is a 
Unitary Authority this means County Councillors, not local Town Councillors. Typically  a 
waiting list will be in place with names from across a wide area, and so in moving onto a 
new development it is quite likely that a single mum, for example, may be some distance 
from existing support networks of family and friends. Some effort may be made in the 
Housing Department to create a balanced mix of residents, but this is not always possible.

Since 2007 the housing market has deteriorated to a remarkable degree, and this has 
made a great impact upon developers, not just on those wanting to sell their existing 
property. A development like Charlton Hayes will have been in design and planning for 
some years (prior therefore to the market collapse) and so the provisions under the 
Section 106 agreement which cover schools and community buildings, as well as the 
quantity of affordable housing, may well be renegotiated. Section 106 agreements were 
introduced because Councils identified that land-owners in particular were making large 
profits from selling land for housing without there being any resulting benefit to the wider 
community. Under the current market conditions it is not unreasonable for a developer to 
look to make 15% profit on a development, due to the amount of long-term risk that a 
developer is required to bear.

Once the Section 106 agreement has been ratified several housing associations will 
effectively bid for portions of the development, and companies like Georgina’s will often act 
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as intermediaries at this point. All housing associations are non-profit making, but some 
have more resources than others, or perhaps one or other may want to try to establish 
themselves in a new area or with a new developer. South Gloucestershire Council, for 
example, deals with thirty different housing associations. Prior to the growth of housing 
associations there would have been a regular visit in order to collect the rent, and in doing 
so an inspection, however brief, of the property  and surroundings. With housing 
associations acting as intermediaries, the Council may only visit a housing association 
development once per month which may be more than ample time for an issue to create 
local angst. As the ongoing relationship  is between the Council, the housing association 
and the resident the developer has no long term stake.

In the specific case of the Charlton Hayes development South Gloucestershire Council 
was insistent that the affordable housing was built in and amongst the owner/occupied 
properties, and not placed all in one section of the development. In this context Resident’s 
Associations can be helpful in recognising the needs of all the residents, not pitting one 
against another, and therefore it is important for the Association to promote positive 
aspects of living closely  together, and not simply focus on the negative issues of snagging 
properties and parking problems. One important point to note concerning owner/occupier 
properties is that a number of them will be purchased privately as a rental investment, and 
so there may be a high turnover of occupants.

In Georgina’s view we have made people council housing dependent. Until 1980 there was 
no secured tenancy, whereas now this has been introduced along with the right of 
succession for two successions which can create anomalies, such as Jimmy Savile 
supposedly finishing his days in the council house his mother had always lived in. She 
would prefer to see social housing becoming more available for a shorter period of time as 
and when there is a need. Social Housing, as we know it, is still a relatively new concept, 
being in place for less than a century and so needs to be given the opportunity to evolve.

The majority of the houses on the development, though, are for private ownership  and 
Bovis, for example, market their houses with the tag line “we’re growing a new community 
- we’d like you to be a part of it”. However, there are no underlying values placed on the 
meaning of these types of phrases by the developers, they are purely for marketing gloss.

Georgina did have previous experience working for the Housing Department for South 
Gloucestershire and felt that as a responsible Council they would be willing to explore 
ways of opening up Church-led community  projects, one suggestion would be to allow 
occupancy on favourable terms of an otherwise empty shop  which the Church could use 
as a cafe. There was no benefit to the Council or the community  in having permanently 
shuttered properties in a shopping parade.

! Some observations

At the heart of the whole complex know of location, provision and subsequent integration 
of new developments lies our understanding of what makes a local community. Some of 
the comments made in the process of researching this document do challenge the 
assumptions of what this means. An Anglican Priest shares with the Bishop the cure of 
souls for a defined geographical area, and it is easy to fall into the trap of assuming the 
Parish Church congregation is representative of the local community, and anybody  not part 
of it has either already made a decision about attending a different denomination or, for 
entirely selfish reasons, seeks no involvement with the locality.
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Baggini helpfully  states that ‘communities are not homogenous, but networks of 
overlapping alliances’154. We may feel that new residents do not want to belong to the 
community because they don’t come to an existing Church geared towards the existing 
social structure, but they will seek to address the issues most relevant to themselves by 
self-organising to give themselves a voice against a council or developer. They will also 
seek to develop these alliances with their neighbours or those they perceive to have 
common interests or needs - we are, after all, social beings. The truth is that large groups 
of people who live within geographical proximity are already a form of community, even if it 
is disjointed and dysfunctional, and even if this community is no more connected than a 
thin web  of relationships. The dilemma for the established Church is that it may well have 
been involved in a perfectly  legitimate desire to protect the locality from a new 
development, but then has to welcome and be willing to serve the newcomers.

Church does have a vital part to play, if it can allow itself to pro-actively  represent the 
whole community  as it shifts and changes with growth and comes to terms with all the 
associated problems. ‘Churches and church members are often at the forefront of 
neighbourhood renewal schemes’155. One of the most significant, and yet simple, steps 
can be in welcoming and encouraging the birth of the embryonic new community by living 
with a strong sense of belonging to the neighbourhood, because ‘if no one put down roots, 
the forest of society  would simply  be washed away.’156  Church as role to play  in assisting, 
although not forcing or dominating, the creation of Resident Associations, and there is a 
tremendous need, and opportunity, for engagement in any new Schools built as part of the 
Section 106 agreement. This can provide an ideal safe space upon which to establish a 
Church presence, as well as in the homes of Christian residents. Just because people 
have the pleasure of a new home does not mean they are necessarily  comfortable, as 
Brueggemann observes, ‘it is now clear that a sense of place is a human hunger that the 
urban promise has not met’157.

One of the campaigns run by Shelter is to create a greater mix in new developments as a 
means of addressing such issues as anti-social behaviour. In Shelter’s definition ‘a mixed 
community is a neighbourhood where a broad social mix of households all live side by 
side, including people of differing ages, ethnicities, incomes and family  sizes’158 . This 
would prove to be highly contentious, as the private buyers would be free to buy 
elsewhere, and there is a deep-running middle class trait of ‘contamination...the fear that 
dare not speak its name’159. Thus an attempt at cohesion would be undone by the 
unwillingness to participate of those with seemingly most to offer. Interestingly  Billings 
notes that in rural life in the 1940s ‘cohesion was achieved at the expense of any ambition 
to be different’160. These are complex and deep-rooted national issues, and perhaps the 
Church can only seek to discern at the local level and make ‘the cry for wisdom [which] is 

Dated: Sunday, 14 October 2012

34

154 Baggini: 2008, 261

155 Billings: 2009, 37

156 Baggini: 2008, 261

157 Brueggemann: 2002, 4

158 http://england.shelter.org.uk/campaigns/why_we_campaign/Creating_better_neighbourhoods/
the_case_for_mixed_communities 

159 Hanley: 2012, 14

160 Billings: 209, 4

http://england.shelter.org.uk/campaigns/why_we_campaign/Creating_better_neighbourhoods/the_case_for_mixed_communities
http://england.shelter.org.uk/campaigns/why_we_campaign/Creating_better_neighbourhoods/the_case_for_mixed_communities
http://england.shelter.org.uk/campaigns/why_we_campaign/Creating_better_neighbourhoods/the_case_for_mixed_communities
http://england.shelter.org.uk/campaigns/why_we_campaign/Creating_better_neighbourhoods/the_case_for_mixed_communities


a desire for ways of human flourishing in the face of problems caused mainly by human 
agency’161.

! Final thoughts

I am hugely indebted to Salisbury Diocese for allowing me the space and time to research 
and write this paper, and to those who kindly allowed me to ask questions or visit their 
Churches. I am also fully aware that once in Patchway there will be much more to learn, 
and the naivety of some of my assumptions will be exposed.

I have found myself most profoundly challenged in my understanding of community, and 
am even more convinced of the need to Churches to be imaginative and demonstrate 
Rahner’s “venturesome love”.

I was impressed by the example of St Thomas, Trowbridge, who took ten years to wait on 
a vision and opportunity  to plant a Church onto the Paxcroft Mead development. This calls 
for a persistence in prayer and patience, not losing sight of the end but biding time until 
God is seen going before.
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