
Home Group notes
w/c 4th December 2016

John the Baptist
Prepare a way!

This week we looked at the story of John the Baptist preaching 
in the wilderness and how that challenges us even today to 
prepare a way for the King. The talk is available at ChadTalks.org so you can listen again or catch 
up if you need to. I’ve left spaces for you to make notes or reminders for yourselves.

We had two readings on Sunday. The main one was the Gospel account of John in Matthew 
3:1-12. Read this passage together.

John’s message was clear - prepare a way for the coming King, and you did this by repenting and 
being baptised. How do each one of us go about preparing a way for the coming King? What might 
this involve for us this year?

We looked at a couple of ways in which people who had responded to John’s message were then 
challenged by Jesus. In Acts 19 Paul arrives in Ephesus and finds some disciples. Read Acts 
19:1-7. We aren’t told whether Paul noticed something about these men which made him ask them 
or not. They had clearly made a step towards God in repentance (and maybe even heard of Jesus 
if they were disciples), but hadn’t got all the way there. In the story of Acts there are frequent 
references to people speaking in tongues, but that visible act seems to have been used by the 
Holy Spirit to confirm for everyone’s benefit that the Spirit had been received. Speaking in tongues 
may or may not be something you do, so how in your experience have you made the steps beyond 
simply saying sorry to God (repentance) to being actively in tune with His works and purposes?

A second episode is in Matthew 11. Read verses 1 to 6. Even John the Baptist, it seems, had 
doubts about whether Jesus really was the one he was expecting. We aren’t told why John wasn’t 
sure, but Jesus reassures him by referring to two passages from the Prophets that John would 
have known intimately. Read these passages - Isaiah 35:5-6 and Isaiah 61:1. Clearly, Jesus 
fulfilled some of those prophecies in His ministry, whilst others are more metaphorical. Isaiah 35, in 
particular, is a beautiful, short chapter about God’s intentions for this world. (The Good News gives 
it the title The Road of Holiness). Read this chapter together. Are there any particular images or 
phrases which excite you about God’s working?
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Our other reading was Romans 15:4-13. Read this together. On Sunday I drew attention to two 
ideas in this passage. The first was verse 7. Paul suggests that God is glorified (or in the IsaJohn 
the Baptist’s language - the road is made fit for the King) when we accept each other. Fine words, 
but what might this entail and demand of us on a day to day basis?

The second idea from this passage is the importance of hope. What do verses 4 and 13 tell us 
about this important characteristic or virtue? Do you feel hopeful about yourself, your immediate 
surroundings and the wider world at present? What things make us lose hope?

Paul reminds us that the source of hope is God himself (Romans 15:13). How, therefore, do we 
refuel ourselves on hope? How does Paul go on to describe how hope effects us?

Advent is a season of hope. As we finish please pray together. Are the places and situations that 
you think are beyond hope? Can you frame a prayer together which doesn’t lose sight of hope, but 
is realistic about the troubles and difficulties? Perhaps there might be words from Isaiah 35 which 
can be used in this prayer.


