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Colossians 3:12-17
Part iv

We are working through the list of the characteristics of a disciple as outlined by Paul in Colossians 
3:12-17. The talk which these notes refer to was recorded and is online at www.ChadTalks.org if you want 
to listen.

What an amazing verse we have in Colossians 3:14! If, like me, your heart has thrilled to hear about the 
characteristics of a disciple we have covered so far, then this is the icing on the cake ‘…to all these 
qualities add love’. In Church we try really hard to be loving, but we can all be guilty of using love as an 
excuse for almost anything - “I told him what an idiot he was, but I did say it in love!”. As this session is 
about our relationships we need to be careful. We could all make for a rather boring and unedifying time if 
we focus on when people have not been loving towards us - but we are not responsible for them. Instead, it 
is about how we can be more loving.

In Church life love makes for moments of intense brilliance when it, in some form or other, radiates. In the 
same Church at almost the same time there can also be a moment of great sadness - an opportunity of 
love missed or done wrongly. It may be appropriate to share if people have examples of one or both of 
these. Was there anything specific that made those moments brilliant or the opposite?

We looked at Luke’s story of the Annunciation in Luke 1:26-38 and how both the Angel and Mary 
demonstrated humility towards each other. The Angel clearly entered this meeting as the one who held the 
greater power - he knew something Mary didn’t and his presence was intimidating. How did the Angel act 
humbly to put Mary at her ease?

The Angel was an intermediary between God and Mary (Angel means Messenger) and it is striking how 
little of himself he puts into the dialogue. Why do we find it so hard to maintain humility in situations like 
this?

We went on to consider the need for vulnerability when acting in love. Out of love Jesus allowed himself to 
be vulnerable and have hurt done to him, not least on the cross. Read Luke 23:32-35. How is vulnerability 
demonstrated by Jesus in these few verses?

That act of loving self-sacrifice was a one-off (it does not need to be repeated in order for its value in 
winning redemption for us to be in any way increased), but how can I/you/we emulate that vulnerability 
towards each other? What would this mean in practical steps? This will be an especially thorny issue when 
we think of people who have hurt us in some way in the past. How are we going to achieve this mutual 
vulnerability in our Church family?

Our final component of love was the desire to see the other flourish. Can you share stories of seeing 
someone else flourish in some way? What was your involvement in that process? Isn’t seeing something 
like that amazing?

I love Paul’s picture of the Church being like a Body (1 Corinthians 12:12-26) - another famous passage 
which then goes on to talk about love (1 Corinthians 13). 1 Cor 12:26 suggests that when one part is 
praised (which suggests it has flourished in some way) then all the parts share its happiness (the rest 
flourishes too), but this is only achieved when the separate parts of the Body come together, recognise their 
differences and ensure there is no division (v25). Easier said than done. How can we encourage the 
flourishing of our diversity in this way? What would you bring to the table - where could you flourish in St 
Chad’s with the right encouragement? As this last question is being discussed it is worth remembering that 
often our real gifts are more clearly seen by others before we realise them as special. Be aware of a way of 
encouraging others rather than focussing on ourselves!

So, I’ve given you three components of love; humility, vulnerability and a desire to see the other flourish. 
Would you add anything to this list, or change it in some way? Why?

…and to all these 
qualities add love 

Col 3:14
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It would be good to share those parts of our Christian lives which have been most challenged by these 
verses, but only if that can be done lovingly (without forcing anyone to share something they don’t wish to, 
or something which can’t be shared without making somebody else look smaller).

Dear Lord Jesus,
We want to learn to be more like you as disciples. Please help us to forgive and bear with our brothers and 
sisters in you. Help us to be humble and vulnerable to each other, and to rejoice when we see another 
flourishing. 
Amen


