
Home Group notes
w/c 19th February 2017
Colossians 3:12-17
Part vii

We are working through the list of the characteristics of a disciple as outlined by Paul in Colossians 
3:12-17. The talk which these notes refer to was recorded and is online at www.ChadTalks.org if you want 
to listen.

Psalm 46 speaks of God’s drawing people together for his glory so that his word may be spread all over the 
earth. In the beginning of the Psalm, the people of God are secure, even in times of tumult and upheaval, 
because God is their refuge and their strength. God is present in his city to protect it in all circumstances. 
Verses 2-3 use earthquakes, landslides, and the raging sea as images of raging nations and tottering 
kingdoms. But there is a contrast: though the mountains be moved, God’s kingdom shall not be moved. 
The reason is that God has chosen his people to be his holy habitation, the place of his dwelling; they are 
unmoved, because he is unmoved and he is with them. Spend some time looking at Psalm 46: how does 
this challenge our world today?

How does it challenge you personally?

This ministry of teaching and admonishing is to be part of a life of thankfulness that overflows into song… it 
is not the sole or primary means of teaching, though often it is a powerful means of implanting and 
clarifying Christian truth. Rather, the ministry of instruction should always be seen as one part of a total life 
characterized by grateful worship. For 1st century Christians singing was a very important way of 
communicating the truth about God because the Gospels hadn’t been written down yet. So Christians 
communicated the good news about Jesus through spoken word and sung words. Reflect together about 
how you feel about singing in our worship together? How does it make you feel?

Does singing together make Christians distinctive? How might it build us together as a community?

Discuss this part of Bonheoffer’s description of corporate worship:

It is the voice of the church that is heard in singing together. It is not you that sings, it is the 
Church that is singing, and you, as a member of the Church, may share in its song. Thus all 
singing together must serve to widen our spiritual horizon.

What do you agree with? What do you disagree with?

Spend some time in prayer together: that as the gathered people of God, in this place, we would be 
distinctive in the world because of our corporate worship of God, that it would reveal something of his 
incredible. And that as we declare the truth about God, both in our spoken words and in our sung words, 
that God’s power would move powerfully in our community, in our country and in our world.

Dear Lord Jesus,
We want to learn to be thankful for all you give us (even the parts of life which are difficult for us and stretch 
us in some way). Help our lives together to sing your praises - loud and clear enough for people to see 
something of you.
Amen

sing to God with 
thanksgiving in your hearts 

Col 3:17
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