
Jesus, according to Mark 

The woman’s allegiance to Jesus 

Sunday 12th November 2017 

As ever, the talk is available on line at www.ChadTalks.org if you need too listen, and these home 
group notes are meant to help you work through some of the questions for yourself.


We read Mark chapter 14 and verses 3 to 11 - the story of the woman pouring expensive perfume 
over the head of Jesus. Read the story carefully and don’t make the mistake I made of confusing 
some of the detail from the other versions of this story in the Gospels. There is no hint in Mark as 
to her ‘sinfulness’ (e.g. Luke 7:36-50) and she poured the oil over Jesus’ head, not feet (e.g. John 
12:1-11). Mark, like the other Gospel writers, focuses on the details which tell the story of Jesus 
for their expected audience and to highlight the theological point they are making.


I made three points on Sunday, each relating to a detail in the story which made me think about 
my own allegiance to Jesus.


There is something here about giving to the poor. Certainly Jesus isn’t saying that giving to the 
poor is unimportant! Read verses 4 to 7 again. What do you make of this argument?


For what it is worth, I found myself challenged about why I give, and what I give towards. I am 
happy to respond to a ‘need’; by which I mean the regular need of supporting the day to day 
costs of St Chad’s (share, assessment, electricity bills, salaries etc) and the less regular needs 
(Gift Days or occasional emergency response) and I have given sometimes in memory of 
someone, but am I willing to give for no reason other than to bless Jesus? The woman brought 
something for Jesus with no strings attached. We are not told whether she knew that her gift 
would be so timely or whether there was some prompt from the Spirit for her to act in this way at 
just that time. That doesn’t matter as much as the fact that she responded out of love wanting to 
bless Jesus.


Does our offering of something to Jesus have to be something which brings a benefit to others?


Can you think of any examples of ways of blessing Jesus like this (either that you have done in the 
past or perhaps that you might consider in the future)?


How would you feel if you did something like the woman did - and then be accused of being 
wasteful? (I think it would bother me, but she doesn’t seem to respond to the argument kicking off 
around her).


There is also something here about how an act of the Kingdom can also create ‘an equal 
and opposite reaction’ (if you remember Newton’s Third Law of Motion from school days!).


Mark clearly sees this moment as the trigger for Judas to act and go to speak to the Chief Priests 
about betraying Jesus. It is not unusual for an action which seems to bring about something of 
the Kingdom of God to spark a reaction in the opposite direction.


Do people have experiences of this? Why does this happen?


Usually the reaction is something which is totally unexpected, and as in the instance in this story, 
is one whose consequences aren’t immediately apparent. How do we go about coping with these 
situations? How do we make sure our reaction to something isn’t one with negative outcomes?


On Sunday I finished with telling the story and imagining each of us were there in the room. What 
might your reaction have been? Positive (she has done a beautiful thing), negative (this money 
could have been sold and given to the poor), disapproval (what an embarrassing thing to do in 
public - what was she thinking?) or “best keep quiet and not say anything”?
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And there is something here about Mark leaving the question of what the perfume meant to 
her unanswered. Why did she do what she did? 


On Sunday I said the perfume could have been a family heirloom (representing her past) or her 
dowry (representing her future) or, as Luke’s account hints, if she is a sinful woman then the 
perfume could have come from her earnings.


Currently, what might the most significant thing be to you that you could bring to Jesus in 
worship? Would that be connected in some way with your past, your present or your future?


On Sunday I referred to the perfume jar as (possibly) something of great significance to the 
woman. Sometimes the thing which is on our hearts, and therefore of great significance to us at 
that exact second, might not be something of great worth - it might be a burden we carry, or a 
memory of a hurt from way back, or regret or disappointment (or a myriad other things). Bizarrely, 
these things can also feel hard for us to let go of. In that case isn’t that a mark of our worship of 
Jesus that we will wrestle to hand something over to him which is too big for us, but we know is 
not too big for him?


You might need to have some time to think about this and not have it as a topic for open 
discussion.


Pray for each other.



