
Jesus, according to Mark 

Where does Jesus’ authority come from? 

Sunday 10th September 2017 

As ever, the talk is available on line at www.ChadTalks.org if you need too listen, and these home 
group notes are meant to help you work through some of the questions for yourself.


Around the room are probably several different experiences of authority. Some may have held a 
position of responsibility. Share a story or two about how that felt. There are probably many 
examples of being under authority. Share a story or two about those as well. Or could share who 
was your worst boss, and why?


Is authority a positive or negative idea, based on people’s experiences in the past?


Our reading for this last week was Mark 2:1-12. Let someone read this. We read what the 
teachers of the Law thought (Mark 2:6-7) and we get to know what the others thought at the end 
(Mark 2:12). What would your thoughts have been if you had been there?


Mark gives us several examples of the question of authority coming to the fore when Jesus was 
around.


Clearly, Jesus’ teaching was different from that which the people were used to (Mark 1:28) and 
then Jesus goes on to infer a claim to authority (Mark 2:10). Jesus gives authority to his disciples 
(Mark 3:15) and does so again when he sends them ahead of him (Mark 6:7). In a foreshadowing 
of the example of the foot washing, we read Jesus’ teaching on how his followers have to handle 
that authority (Mark 10 42-45), and Jesus’ authority is questioned by the rulers at his trial (Mark 
11:27 - although the word itself is only used in the Good News’ title for the section).


If we go through those verses, what is Mark telling us about the authority that Jesus had?


Clearly, the teachers of the Law and the the other rulers lacked an authority that Jesus seems to 
have had. What do you think it was that made the crowds say this? 


Do you feel differently about the idea of Jesus having authority as opposed to another leader?


We finished on Sunday with a quick delve in Revelation. The idea of authority is frequently 
mentioned there too. God’s authority versus the authority held by powers in the world, and how 
the worldly authority is given by God for a period of time. In particular Revelation 12:10 speaks of 
an end to the authority of the accuser, which is an echo of the opening chapters in Job, for 
example in Job 2:1-6. This should be an encouragement to us!


The final question about authority goes back to Steve’s introduction last week. Mark presents us 
with the evidence and we are invited to make our own decision. If Jesus has authority from God 
then what should be our response to that?


Nobody has to share anything that don’t wish to!


Are there areas of your life that Jesus does not have authority over today (even if He did once)?


Are there situations over which you need to allow Jesus to have authority?


Perhaps play some quiet music to give people space to think and pray for themselves. Pray for 
each other.
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