
St Chad’s Home Group Notes

for Sunday 29th October 2017
‘Jesus is Royalty, with a capital ‘R’!’

Reading: Mark 11:1-11

Steve started the sermon recalling a lunchtime tale about how 

the Bible is sharper than a double-edged sword (a reference to 
Hebrews 4:12), but made the point that we simply cannot 

sugarcoat or skirt around ‘offensive’ or hard-hitting Scripture.

What struck you most about the sermon?  What has stayed 
with you, and why?  How is that impacting you?

1. The fulfilment of Scripture

Steve highlighted that this passage contains Jesus’ first public 

affirmation that He was indeed the Messiah, with His past 
reluctance to do so being a delay, not a denial of His identity, 

used to define His Kingship on His own terms.

The Mount of Olives is a significant place, as it is said to be the 
place where Jesus will return and stand on the day of judgment 

(see Zechariah 14:4 and Ezekiel 11:23 & 43:2).  We also see the Mount of Olives in the book of 
Acts, where Jesus ascends to heaven in Acts 1 and the angels announce how He will return in the 

same manner. 

The fact that Jesus rode an unridden young donkey also has great significance from within the Old 
Testament.  In the Books of Numbers (19:2) and Deuteronomy (21:3), colts symbolised purity and 

were used for sacrifice.  Mark wants the reader to understand that a sacrifice was coming towards 
Jerusalem!  And in the book of 1 Samuel (6:7), colts were used to pull the ark of the covenant 

when it was being brought back to God’s people having been taken by the Philistines.  Mark also 
wants the reader to understand that God’s very own presence was being carried into Jerusalem!

What interests you most about the aforementioned Old Testament references?

How does that influence your view of Jesus?
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2. Red carpet!

Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from fields and spread them on the road… why?
Steve shared a childhood memory of his mother preparing 

lunch in a more pressured manner, preparing the table with 
‘the posh plates’… whenever he walked into the kitchen and 

saw that, he knew someone important was coming for lunch!  
And so it is with the cloaks and the branches… Royalty is 

headed towards Jerusalem, and the people knew it!

What’s our equivalent of spreading out cloaks and branches?  How do we prepare the way for 
Jesus’ coming?

3. The Temple

Steve explained how he had always thought Jesus’ 

demonstration against the moneychangers and others in the 
Temple was one of spontaneous anger.  However, in 

preparing for the sermon Steve revealed that he has 
changed his mind, as Bible commentators assert that Jesus 

goes into the Temple late the day before, sees everything 
around Him, and plans His demonstration there, as everyone 

had already gone home for the day.  

Was this a ‘new insight’ for you as well?
How does it change the way we view Jesus?

4. King Jesus

Steve read out some of Philippians 2, applying what it says there about King Jesus directly to us…

King Jesus… though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited, but emptied himself, for us…

taking the form of a slave, for us…
being born in human likeness, for us…

And being found in human form, he humbled himself, for us…
and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross, for us!
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Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

How has this passage changed our perceptions about Jesus?

How have we changed in handling Jesus being King (owing Him complete allegiance and 
obedience as a result), and yet Him being so servant-hearted, doing all that He did for us?

Following the sermon, ‘King of my heart’ was played as people prayed… Perhaps spend five 
minutes reflecting on the song (YouTube: Sarah McMillan, King of my heart, Live). 

If you were present on Sunday, what was going on for you during that time of prayer?

Having heard that music now, what are your thoughts?

Given all that has been shared, spend time praying for one another…

END
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