
St Chad’s Home Group Notes

for Sunday 27th May 2018

‘What’s the history of God choosing a people to be a blessing?’

“Blessing and honour, glory and power
be unto the Ancient of Days;

from every nation, all of creation
bow before the Ancient of Days.”

MP 976 ‘Ancient of Days’

The sermon began with us having 
sung the words above.  We sang of 

God’s eternal nature, and of our 
proper response to Him.  And Steve 

presented a timeline of God’s 
kingdom, from how it was with Eden 

through to how it will be when Jesus 
returns again, ushering in a new 

creation, a perfected kingdom.

What struck you most about the 
sermon?  What has stayed with you, 

and why?  How is that impacting you?

Reading Exodus 1:1-22

The first point drawn out from the Exodus reading was how God’s people were swarming, so 
numerous, and that they were continually and increasingly multiplying.  We read in the Old 

Testament how God’s people will be ‘as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore’ (Genesis 22:17).  In the prophetic book of Hosea, it says that ’the people of Israel 

will become like the sand of the sea, more than can be counted or measured’ (Hosea 1:10).

What’s your reaction to these very visual promises of God, that we, as His children, will be 
numbered like the sand and the stars?

Do you find it an encouragement?  If not, why?
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We then explored how the persecution of God’s people always has the opposite effect, as such 

measures always result in the God’s purposes being spread even further, and more people giving 
themselves to Him.  Acts chapter 8 and the house church movement in China were both mentioned 

as examples of this.

How does God consistently turning opposition to Him upside down inform our thinking and 
response to what’s going on in our world today?

And then there was the example of the midwives!

Again, horrendous opposition to God’s people is overcome in incredible ways.  With humour and 
irony, God thwarts the plans of Pharaoh through two individuals, two!  Imagine, two midwives play 

a huge part in the history (and future!) of God’s people.

And the humour involved in God bringing down ‘King Great House’ and rewarding those who got 
one over on him with their own households!

Does anyone have any stories to share of God’s humour?

A guy I know was once awoken during the night to what he took to be God calling his name.

He waited attentively and God told him to go to a friends door a few floors up, and to pray for him.
So the guy, confused, goes up to his friend’s room and prays for him… to no effect.

He goes back to his own room, but is risen again by God calling his name and telling him to go 
pray for his friend… so he goes again, up to the right floor, prays for his friend, but nothing 

happens.

A third time, having returned to his bed, the friend is disturbed by God, telling him to go upstairs to 
his friend’s door and to pray.  Questioning a lot at this point, the guy obeys and goes up for a third 

time. He gets down on his knees and prays for his friend, and for God to reveal what His plan was.
The guy opens his eyes, only to see a tiny little sticker at the bottom of his friend’s door, which 

read:

‘Get up off your knees, you look ridiculous!’
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We explored the staggering words in Ephesians 3: “Even before the world was made, God had 

already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without 
fault before him.”

It’s hard to let that sink in isn’t it.

And with God choosing us, personally choosing us, to be the bringers of His blessing, the sermon 

ended with the questions of how committed are we to following Jesus?  How committed are we to 
blessing Patchway?  Because Jesus IS coming back, and we’re meant to be doing those two 

things.  Is He going to find us doing them?

“Every tongue in heaven and earth
shall declare Your glory,

every knee shall bow at Your throne
in worship;

You will be exalted, O God,
and Your kingdom will not pass away.

O Ancient of Days.

Your kingdom shall reign
over all the earth:

sing unto the Ancient of Days.
For none shall compare to Your matchless worth:

sing unto the Ancient of Days.”
MP 976 ‘Ancient of Days’

Prayer Spend time listening to one another as you share your thoughts and desires on 

being a wholehearted follower of Jesus, and 

Your Kingdom shall reign over all the earth Almighty God.
O Heavenly Father, we pray that it would reign, now, increasingly, forevermore, in Patchway.

May we give you all the glory, for nothing and no one compares to You.
Do not let us be anything less than devoted followers and lovers of You, King Jesus, and 

committed disciples to the blessing of Patchway.
Amen.
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